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Non-aggression pact under study 

— U.S. Defence Secretary William Peny said 
Satorday that the United States, Russia, Britain and Kazakhstan are 
negotiating a non-aggression treaty. “We would be agreeing to not use 
on, y peaceful means to resolve problems that may 
emCTge between any of these countries." Mr. Perry said in a news 
amfercnee ui the capital of Kazakhstan following a day of meetings 
witn iop officials. He cautioned that the agreement, if it is reached, 
would not amount to a commitment by the United States to provide 
military protection to Kazakhstan. “It is an assurance, it is not a 
guarantee. It is not a statement that we would go to war on any issue 
lhal “J 05 ® w * t *l Kazakhstan," Mr. Perry said. The announcement 
rapped a day of dosed-door discussions on nuclear disarmament and 
detena conversion in the second-largest of the former Soviet 
republics. 
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Russia sees new peace hope 

MOSCOW (R) — Russia's Foreign Ministry said on Saturday that 
Middle East peace hopes had been revived by a United Nations 
resolution condemning last month’s Hebron massacre and it saw 
Moscow playing a leading role. “Russia supported speedy adoption of 
the resolution from the very outset of discussions in the Security 
Council, considering this an important step in normalising the Middle 
East situation and in renewing Arab-Jsraeli talks.” a ministry 
statement said. The staiement said recent diplomatic efforts by Russia 
had paved the way for acceptance of the resolution and ensured a role 
for Moscow in the Middle East peace process- “Russia intends to do 
everything it can to implement the U.N. resolution ... and to help 
Israel and the Palestinians reach agreements as fast as possible,” the 
staiement said. Moscow began seeking a new. active role in the region 
shortly after the Hebron massacre, saying the killings threatened to 
disrupt peace initiatives. 
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Jordan welcomes 
Croat-Muslim deal 

AMMAN (R) — Jordan on 
Saturday welcomed a Croat- 
Muslim pact as part of moves 
for an overall settlement of the 
Bosnian conflict and expressed 
hope Serbs would join the 
effort to ensure lasting peace. 
“We back the peace agreement 
that was reached between the 
Muslim Bosnians and the 
Croats,” Information Minister 

ftJawad A! Anani said after a 
regular Council of Ministers 
meeting. “But we hope that 
the Serb side will enter this 
process because their staying 
outside the peace equation 
leaves the area threatened," he 
told reporters (Related story on 
page 8). 

Mortar wounds 
3 in Sarajevo 

SARAJEVO (AP) — Three 
people, including two children, 
were wounded Saturday when 
a mortar round slammed into a 
residential neighbourhood of 
Sarajevo, hospital officials 
said. It was the first major 
violation of the Bosnian capit- 
al's five-week-old ceasefire. 
Witnesses said the mortar bit 
at 5:10 p.m. in the Alipasino 
Polje section of Sarajevo, a 
series of high-rise apartment 
buildings frequently targeted 
by gunners during the city's 
23-month siege. Doctors at 
Sarajevo’s state hospital said a 
man and his son were in 
surgery with serious shrapnel 
wonnds and the boy's legs may 
have to be amputated. (See 
related story on page 8). 

* Iraq said to offer 
prisoner swap 

KUWAIT (AP) — Iraq has 
offered to swap hundreds of 
Kuwaiti prisoners- believed 
held in its jafls for 11 Iraqis 
on trial in Kuwait for allegedly 
plotting to kill former Presi- 
dent George Bush, a newspap- 
er reported Saturday. The 
English-language daily Kuwait 
Times quoted an anonymous 
“top Gulf official” as saying 
Iraq had requested Gulf 
mediators discuss the offer 
with Kuwait. The. report could 
not be confirmed. 

Baku metro blast 
kills at least 10 

BAKU (AP) — A remote- 
controlled bomb exploded in a 
crowded Baku metro station 
Saturday, killing at least 10 
people, authorities said. A 
spokesman for the national 
security ministry, Mirsaleh 
Ahundov, called it an act of 
terrorism and said the final toll 
of dead and injured was ex- 

11 pected to rise. The device ex- 
ploded at about 2 p.m. local 
time (1000 GMT) in the 20th of 
January metro station as a 
train pulled in. witnesses said. 


Khmer Rouge 
HQ falls 

RATTANAK MONDOL. 
Cambodia (AP) — The gov- 
ernment captured the Khmer 
Rouge headquarters of Pailin 
on Saturday, two days after 
launching an all-out offensive; 
on the guerrilla base, senior 
officers said. “The government 
controls 100 per cent of Pailin 
as of 6 p.m.," General Por 
Vannak told reporters Satur- 
day night. Defence Minister 
Tea Banh confirmed in Phnom 
Penh that Gen. Por Vannak’s 
statement was correct. 

(see page 8). 

U.N. team due 
in Iraq today 

BAHRAIN (AP) — U.N. 
weapons experts are heading 
for Baghdad Sunday to take air 
samples that will detect any 
future Iraqi attempts to revive 
the manufacture of prohibited 
chemical weapons. Gerald 
Brubaker, an American lead- 
ing the six-member team, said 
the group would concentrate 
its efforts in the area of Mutha- 
na. Muthana is the sprawling 
government facility outside 
Baghdad where a U.N. team 
for more than a year has been 
disposing of Iraq’s arsenal of 
chemical weapons and material 
bombed by U.S.-led coalition 
warplanes during the Gulf war. 
Mr. Brubaker’s team will use 
sophisticated tubes to absorb 
air from the site being check- 
ed. 


Israel, PLO to discuss 
security, talks resumption 

Shahak due in Tunis; Peres and Shaath say 
self-rule accord timetable could be honoured 


Combined agency dispatches 

ISRAEL AND the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) moved closer Saturday 
to resuming autonomy talks, 
and Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres raid Israeli troops could 
be out of the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho within a month after a 
return to the negotiating table. 

A senior Israeli delegation, 
reportedly including chief 
autonomy negotiator General 
Amnon Shahak. was to leave 
Sunday for meetings with PLO 
leaders in Tunis. The two sides 
are to find ways to improve 
Palestinian security in the 
occupied territories and re- 
sume the peace talks. 

“The fact that we are return- 
ing to a dialogue is a good 
omen,” Mr. Peres said on 
Israel Radio. “They (the talks) 
are closer to being on track." 

In Tunis. PLO spokesman 
Yasser Abed-Rabbo cautioned 
that the long-awaited Security 
Council resolution passed on 
Friday night was so far just "a 
piece of paper.” 

He said the United States 
and Russia, co-sponsors of the 
Middle East peace process, 
must act urgently to implement 
the resolution’s most impor- 
tant aspect — a temporary 
international presence to en- 
sure Palestinians’ security in 
the occupied territories.' ,, 


“At last the U.N. resolution 
has untied the knot. Things 
began to move,” Nabil Shaath, 
head of the PLO negotiating 
team with Israel, said in Cairo. 

“The next three days win 
witness intensive work to reach 
solutions to the two problems 
— providing security for 
Palestinians in the occupied 
territories and the return to the 
negotiations," Dr. Shaath said. 

“The general direction is to- 
wards quick measures to pro- 
vide security arrangements and 
implement the Security Coun- 
cil resolution in a way that will 
allow the negotiations to re- 
sume in early April," he said. 

The PLO broke off negotia- 
tions on starting limited 
Palestinian self-rule in the 
Gaza Strip and the West Bank 
town of Jericho after a Jewish 
settler massacred dozens of 
Palestinians in a Hebron mos- 
que on Feb. 25. 

Syria, Jordan and Lebanon 
suspended separate negotia- 
tions with Israel. 

Israel army radio and PLO 
negotiators said Sunday’s talks 
would cover the issue of secur- 
ity for Palestinians. 

The U.N. resolution was “a 
positive step,” said the foreign 
ministry director-general, Uri 
Savir. a member of Israel’s 
negotiating team. 

U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher told a news 


conference in Washington that 
Israel and the PLO would soon 
hold senior-level talks on 
security issues and possible re- 
sumption “at an early time” of 
bilateral peace negotiations. 

Before the Hebron massacre 
those talks were wrestling with 
the issues of border controls, 
the size of the Jericho area and 
security for Jewish settlers. 

Virtual deadlock led Israel 
to postpone the start of its 
troop withdrawal from the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho which 
under the terms of the peace 
accord signed in Washington 
last September was to have 
begun on Dec. 13 and finish by 
April 13. 

PLO negotiator Shaath said 
Israel was still able to complete 
its pullout by the deadline, less 
than four weeks away. 

“Practically, the Israelis 
started withdrawing and began 
taking all their equipment and 
documents and closed many of 
their headquarters. This means 
an important part of the with- 
drawal if not all of it can be 
accomplished by April 13," 
Dr. Shaath said. 

He said it was important to 
have an organised withdrawal 
“so as not to have any vacuum 
between the departure of the 
Israeli troops and the entrance 
of the Palestinian forces.” 

PLO Executive Committee 
member Samir Ghosheh was 


more downbeat about the pos- 
sibility of soon resuming PLO- 
Israeli negotiations. 

“This is not enough," he 
said, “What is required are 
tangible steps to provide safery 
and security for Palestinians.” 

His comments were echoed 
by Sakhr Habash, a member of 
the central committee of the 
PLO’s mainstream Fateh fac- 
tion. 

“What we want are concrete 
measures on the ground to 
protect our people.” he said. 

Earlier, the PLO said PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat would 
not meet with Mr. Peres unless 
the Security Council conde- 
mned the Hebron massacre. 

However, following the re- 
solution, senior PLO nego- 
tiators said any such meeting 
would depend on the outcome 
of the talks between the Israeli 
and PLO envoys. 

Palestinian negotiators also 
said Saturday that Israel must 
do more to safeguard Palesti- 
nians. “We demand from 
Israel to take immediate and 
practical steps to protect the 
Palestinians." said Faisal Hus- 
seini. chief PLO official in 
occupied Jerusalem. 

“The Israelis are repeating 
the same positions, and this is 
not acceptable," added nego- 
tiator Saeb Erakat. 

(Continoea oh page 5) 


Jordan welcomes U.N. 


move, awaits consultations 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan will await 
a consensus among Arab par- 
ties to Middle East peace nego- 
tiations before it takes final 
decision on resuming rounds of 
bilateral talks in Washington. 
Information Minister Jawad 
Anani told the Jordan Times 
Saturday. 

Dr. Anani said that the deci- 
sion to “cut short” bilateral 
talks in the U.S. capital in 
protest after the Feb. 25 mas- 
sacre of Palestinian worship- 
pers in Hebron by an extremist 
Jewish settler was taken within 
an Arab context and had to be 
similarly reversed. 


“We need an Arab deci- 
sion,” Dr. Anani said. His 
comments came after a cabinet 
meeting Saturday during which 
details of a United Nations 
Security Council resolution 
condemning the Hebron mas- 
sacre were discussed 

Dr. Anani said the Kingdom 
welcomed the Security Coun- 
cil's resolution condemning the 
massacre but expressed re- 
servations over Wellington’s 
decision to abstain t jm voting 
on the pan of the resolution 
that described Arab East Jeru- 
salem as Israeli-occupied terri- 
tory. 

“We hope that the Israeli 


statements that Jerusalem is 
the eternal capital of Israel 
have not received a boost by 
the American vote,” said Dr. 
Anani. 

He said that Jordan had 
been made to understand that 
the U.S. abstention “was in 
line with what they said was 
the terms of the Oslo agree- 
ment which relegates the nego- 
tiations over Jerusalem to final 
status talks.” 

“But our position is that 
Jerusalem is an occupied terri- 
tory regardless of when its final 
status is to be negotiated,” Dr. 
Anani added. 

The minister, however, de- 

(Continucd on page 5) 


Security Council resolution 
fails to impress PLO officials 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — One day after the 
United Nations Security Coun- 
cil passed a resolution conde- 
mning the Feb. 25 massacre at 
the Ibrahimi Mosque in Heb- 
ron most Palestinian groups 
argued against resumption of 
peace talks with Israel. 

Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) officials in Am- 
man and Tunis Saturday said 
they were “disappointed” b^ 
the United States' decision to 
abstain from voting on the 
clause in Friday’s Security 
Council resolution that refer- 
red to the status of East Jeru- 
salem as “occupied." 

The resolution as a whole 


was welcomed by Tunis-based 
PLO officials. But the way the 
U.S. handled it was “very dis- 
turbing,” said a senior PLO 
official. 

“It took them three weeks, 
and now the U.S. is no longer 
sure if East Jerusalem is an 
occupied territory — some- 
thing that has been established 
as fact since 1967. How can we 
be encouraged by a resolution 
which was passed half- 
heartedly?" asked a Tunis- 
based member of the PLO 
Executive Committee. 

“We specifically said we 
want to see measures on the 
ground that create protection 
for the Palestinian population 
living under occupation,” he 
said. “As far as we can see 


there is no immediate' call for 
action which would guarantee 
such security,” said the PLO 
official, who preferred anony- 
mity. 

PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat was meeting with seven 
Tunis-based executive commit- 
tee members as well as Pales- 
tine National Council members 
based at the Tunis headquar- 
ters Saturday afternoon. The 
meeting was to review if the 
PLO would indeed return io 
the negotiating table or insist 
on further action by the Israeli 
government to secure the safe- 
ty of the Palestinians living in 
the occupied territories. 

U.S, Secretary of State War- 

(Continued on page 10) 


5-year plan aims at raising 
standard of living — King 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan's 
commitment to democracy is 
equally strong as its commit- 
ment to socio-economic de- 
velopment aimed at raising 
the standard of living of its 
people, improving the quality 
of fife and achieving justice 
and equality among its 
citizens in various regions. 
His Majesty King Hussein 
said Saturday. 

In an introduction he wrote 
for the 1993-1997 five-year 
National Economic Develop- 
ment Plan, King Hussein 
said: “The human being 
serves as the main element in 
the development process as 
much as he is the objective 
and end of this plan.” 

Jordan has set a good ex- 
ample to others in political 
reform, democratic rule and 
respect for human rights, and 
it is determined also to set a 
good example for others in 
economic reform and de- 
velopment in which all 
citizens should be involved. 


King Hussein wrote. 

“Free individual initiative 
in the economic and social 
fields goes hand in hand with 
the right to freedom of ex- 
pression in the political arena 
practised within the 
framework of democracy and 
political pluralism and 
national unity," the King 
wrote. 

Noting that economic plan- 
ning is not a novelty for 
Jordan. King Hussein said 
that the new five-year plan 
“will not be a carbon copy of 
its predecessors. It has been 
designed to cater to the coun- 
try’s needs in the last phase of 
the 20th century." He voiced 
deep appreciation to those 
who contributed to working 
out the plan. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan said in the 
introduction to the five-year 
plan that the provisions 
worked out in the integrated 
plan reflect the priority needs 


of the Jordanian society. 

“The plan aims at fulfilling 
the national aspirations and 
enhancing Jordan's intrinsic 
potential,” Prince Hassan 
added. 

“This plan has been drawn 
up to cater to the new de- 
velopments at the local and 
regional levels and largely 
aims at boosting the economy 
by giving a significant role to 
the private sector to embark 
on investment projects and 
boost production,” Prince 
Hassan wrote. 

The government last 
September launched the five- 
year plan which envisages a 
JD5.243 million overall in- 
vestment at current prices 
spread over five years. 

Presenting the plan. Minis- 
ter of Planning Ziyad Fariz 
said the share of the public 
sector was estimated at 
JD 1,874 million-while the pri- 
vate sector was given a share 
of JD3.369 million. 


House votes to disband all municipal 
councils by end of 1994 and call polls 


By Sohair Obeidat 

Special to the Jordan Times 

•AMMAN — The Lower 
House of Parliament Saturday 
passed a controversial article in 
a draft-law on municipalities 
annulling all. municipalities by 
Dec. 31, 1994 and setting elec- 
tions for all municipalities on a 
single day in the first half of 
July 1995. 

Article four, as it came in 
the draft law prepared by the 
government, had excluded the 
Municipality of Greater Am- 
man and asked that the annul- 
ment and election days be set 
by the government. 

The article in the draft law, 
as passed by the House, pro- 
vides for the appointment of 
temporary local municipal 
committees for the annulled 
councils or those the term of 
which ended until new elec- 
tions are held. 

The government's version of 
the article called for the 
appointment of committees by 


the Cabinet to administer the 
affairs of annulled councils and 
undertake the procedures of 
electing new councils. 

The article also specifies a 
four-year term for municipal 
councils. If a council is annul- 
led by law before its term, a 
local municipal committee is 
appointed to serve the remain- 
der of the term if it were less 
than a year. 

If the remaining term is 
more than one year, the tem- 
porary committee undertakes 
its responsibilities for three 
months during which a new 
council is elected to complete 
the term of the former council. 

Following another lengthy 
debate, deputies introduced an 
item to article nine (which sets 
the qualifications of the 
nominees to the presidency 
and membership of the coun- 
cil). 

The item stipulates that the 
candidates seeking presidency 
must be university graduates 
(for governorates), holders of 


a general examination certifi- 
cate (for districts) and be able 
to read and write (in subdis- 
tricts and areas). 

The original version only 
asked that all candidates be 
literate. 

While some deputies 
opposed this new item on 
grounds that some candidates 
might not have a higher educa- 
tion but could be of a calibre 
that qualifies them to head 
municipal councils. 

Deputy Abdul Karim Dugh- 
mi, the judicial committee's 
rapporteur, argued that hand- 
ling of municipal affairs re- 
quires managerial, executive 
and technical skills normally 
available in educated persons. 

The House also passed an 
article on the classification of 
municipalities according to 
population. 

In their lengthy debates of 
the draft law, the deputies only 
managed to get through six 

(Continued on page 5) 



Two Israeli soldiers open fire at young Palestinian stosethrowers in Ramallah in the occupied 
West Bank (AFP photo) 


Syria: Talks with Israel 
must focus on territory 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Syria said on Saturday it would 
meet Jordan and Lebanon 
shortly to discuss next month's 
resumption of peace talks with 
Israel but insisted there could 
be no progress without Israeli 
withdrawal from all Arab 
lands. 

An official spokesman wel- 
comed Friday's U.N. Security 
Council vote condemning the 
Hebron mosque massacre and 
said the three Arab partners 
had agreed to resume the 
peace talks that were sus- 
pended in February to protest 
at the killings. 

But he made no specific 
mention the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO). 

“Syria will call the Arab 
parties involved in the peace 
talks with Israel to meet soon 
to discuss resumption of the 
peace talks in April.” the 
spokesman said. 

Diplomats in Damascus did 
not rule out Palestinian parti- 
cipation in the meeting. “The 
PLO has dearly expressed a 
keen interest :to rejoin the 
coordination talks but it is still 
unclear whether any dedsion 
was taken by the other Arabs." 
one Arab diplomat said. 

“Syria is serious and sincere 
about continuing the peace 
process within the framework 
of U N r«nlnrion< and the 


iand-for-peace principle. But 
Israel's withdrawal from the 
occupied Arab lands is a must 
for achievement of peace." the 
spokesman said. 

“Syria believes that the 
horrible massacre against the 
unarmed Palestinian worship- 
pers ... confirm to the world 
the necessity of ending the 
Israeli occupation of Arab 
lands and reaching a just and 
comprehensive peace without 
any delay,” the spokesman 
said. 

Officials said U.S. President 
Bill Clinton had been in con- 
stant telephone contact with 
President Hafez A1 Assad in 
the runup to the U.N. vote and 
had discussed the draft resolu- 
tion. 

They said Mr. Assad felt the 
U.N. resolution would lead to 
more protection of the Palesti- 
nians in the Israeli-occupied 
territories and would prevent 
any more massacres. 

“Syria considers the issue of 
the Security Council resolution 
... and the resumption of the 
peace talks would provide me- 
asures and arrangements by 
the world community that 
would ensure protection of our 
brothers in the occupied Arab 
lands to prevent repetition of 
such ugly crimes.” the spokes- 
man said. 

The Syrian leader tele- 


phoned King Hussein and 
Lebanese President Elias Hra- 
wi after his conversation with 
Mr. Clinton to coordinate posi- 
tions. 

In addition to condemning 
the massacre, the U.N. resolu- 
tion called for a temporary 
international or foreign pre- 
sence to ensure protection of 
the inhabitants of the occupied 
territories. 

The 51-member Organisa- 
tion of the Islamic Conference 
(OIC) Saturday welcomed the 
U.N. Resolution and called on 
world powers to provide 
Palestinians with international 
protection. 

The Jeddah-based OIC said 
its Secretary-General Hamid 
Al Gabid "expressed his satis- 
faction over the Security Coun- 
cil resolution number 904.” 

He also called on the Secur- 
ity Council, “in particular the 
permanent members, to seek 
necessary means for immediate 
implementation of this resolu- 
tion and take the required me- 
asures to prevent recurrence of 
similar aggressions.” 

France said the U.N. resolu- 
tion must prompt a resumption 
of talks between the PLO and 
Israel. 

Foreign ministry spokesman 
Richard Duque said in a staie- 

( Continued on page 5) 


15 injured 
in W. Bank 
and Gaza 

HEBRON, occupied West 
Bank (Agencies) — Israeli 
troops shot and wounded 15 
Palestinians in protests in the 
occupied Gaza Strip and West 
Bank on Saturday, Arab 
sources said. 

The soldiers wounded 10 
Palestinian youths, two of 
them seriously, in dashes in 
the Nablus and Ramallah areas 
in the West Bank. The demon- 
strators hurled stones at the 
troops. 

Soldiers wounded five more 
Palestinians in clashes in the 
Jabalya refugee camp in the 
Gaza Strip, hospital sources 
said. 

The army said it received 
reports of eight Arabs wound- 
ed by plastic and rubber bullets 
fired by soldiers. 

In Gaza. Palestinians on 
Saturday observed the third 
day of a general strike called 
by Hamas to protest the killing 
of one of its members by 
troops. 

In rhe West Bank dry of 
Hebron, about 1,000 Palesti- 
nians marched in protest 
against Friday's U.N. Security 
Council resolution conde- 
mning the Hebron mosque 
massacre last month. 

They burned U.S. and 
Israeli flags, witnesses said. 

The Security Council resolu- 
tion calls for a temporary inter- 
national or foreign presence, 
as provided for in the declara- 
tion of principles signed by 
Israel and the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) last 
September, to ensure the pro- 
tection of Palestinians. 

A Palestinian teenager was 
killed and anoth*. ...ously 
wounded in the West B.snk on 
Saturday by an old Israeli army- 
explosive device, Arab sources 
said. 

Relatives said Ala Mansour 
Abu Dawas, 15, was killed 
when he and his cousin played 
with the device in Aqaba near 
Jenin. 

Israel Radio said the boys 
were apparently preparing an 
explosive device that blew up 
prematurely. 

But Palestinian reporters 
said the blast occurred near an 
area used by the Israeli army 
and that the boys apparently- 
found a discarded explosive 
and played with it. 
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Security Council fails to 
agree on Iraq statement 




UNTIED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — Iraq has divided the 
Security Council so deeply that 
the 15-member body was un- 
rble to agree on a public state- 
ment on Baghdad’s compliance 
with 1991 Gulf war ceasefire 
terms. 

But whether discussions in 
the council this past week will 
help Iraq get sanctions on its 
oil exports lifted is doubtful. 
_ The United States remained 
fmn that Iraq had to comply 
with more than narrow legal 
requirements in a 1991 post- 
Gulf war resolution to get the 
embargo eased. 

- Ana unless the five perma- 
nent members of the council 
are united, the sanctions im- 

g osed in August 1990 after 
agbdad’s troops invaded 
Kuwait will remain in place 
indefinitely. 

No council member advo- 
cated lifting or easing sanctions 
before U.N. inspectors com- 
plete a programme to ensure 
Iraq does not reacquire 
weapons of mass destruction. 
The surveillance measures are 
not expected to be in place for 
months. 

But France, China and Rus- 
sia sought to encourage Iraq to 
continuing cooperating with 
U.N. arms officials by acknow- 
ledging Baghdad's progress to 
date in a statement. 

The United States and Bri- 
tain, the other two permanent 
members of the council, re- 
fused. 

. In the end the 15-member 
body council, for the first time 
in three years, did not issue 
any statement Friday on its 
60-day regular review of Iraqi 
sanctions, a dear sign of the 
growing split on how to handle 
Iraq in the future. 

Russia went public and read 
a press statement advocating 
lifting the oil embargo once 


disarmament requirements are 
met. 

Ambassador Yuli Vorontsov 
also urged the U.N. Special 
Commission, dismantling 
Iraq’s weapons, to set a timet- 
able to complete its work. 

But Mr. Vorontsov, reflect- 
ing the opinion of most council 
members, insisted that Iraq 
should immediately “recognise 
the sovereignty and the bor- 
ders of Kuwait.” 

France and China had taken 
similar positions in council 
consultations late last year and 
Brazil has followed suit. 

Resolution 687', adopted by 
the council at the end of the 
1991 Gulf war, ties exports 
from Iraq to weapons require- 
ments while imports to Iraq 
depend on compliance with a 
host of other council demands. 

Russia, France, China and 
Brazil want the council to 
abide by the resolution. The 
United States, backed in part 
by Britain, says Iraq must show 
a pattern of compliance on a 
variety of issues so that the 
council can have confidence it 
won't rearm once oil sanctions 
are lifted. 

To bolster the U.S. argu- 
ment, Ambassador Madeleine 
Albright told the council in a 
closed session that Iraq was 
massing Republican Guards in 
Kurdish areas in the north and 
was putting its forces on a 
higher state of alert. But neith- 
er she nor her spokesman 
could give further aetirils. 

“We do not know whether 
(Iraqi President) Saddam Hus- 
sein intends to renew his offen- 
sive against his own people, 
but he dearly wishes to intimi- 
date them, as well as the Secur- 
ity Council,” Ms. Albright told 
the council. 

Ms. Albright reportedly said 
Iraq’s military manoeuvres de- 


Greece, Cyprus boost military 
cooperation to ‘deter Turkey’ 


NICOSIA ( AP) — Greece and 
Cyprus Saturday said they 
were stepping up military 
cooperation to counter what 
they claim are aggressive 
moves by Turkish forces 
occupying the northern .third of 
the island.- - -h* 

The move came amid signs 
of progress in long-deadlocked 
U.N. -sponsored talks between 
Greek and Turkish Cypriote on 
reuniting die island, divided 
since Turkey invaded nearly 20 
years ago. 

Greek Defence Minister 
Gerasimos Arsenis said the 
agreement was not meant to 
undermine the dialogue, only 
to create a military balance 
between the lightly armed 
Greek Cypriot community, 
numbering 600,000 and the 
heavily-armed 130,000 Turkish 
Cypriots. 

. “Here in Cyprus there is an 
illegal occupation of part of the 
island by Turkish troops, many 
Turkish troops,” Mr. Arsenis 
told a news conference. 

rWe must restore the ba- 
lance since these troops refuse 
to-ieave,” he said, noting the 
“dearly defensive and deter- 
rent nature of this collabora- 
tion.” 

.Turkey invaded Cyprus in 
July 1974 in the wake of a 
military coup by supporte- A 
union with Greece, master- 
minded by the then military 
junta in power • i Athem 

The :!.*r‘:srrn of die 
island w.i* overrun and the 
minority Turkish Cypriots de- 
clared it a breakaway republic 
in 1983. 

Western defence experts 
estimate the Turkish occupa- 
tion force at one army corps of 
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35.000 regular troops, with 300 
M-48 tanks and more than 200 
artillery guns. There is also a 
4,000-strong Turkish Cypriot 
military, with 26,000 reserves. 

The Greek Cypriote have a 
largely * conscript national 
guard of 10,000 troops, with 

88.000 reserves and stiffened 
by 1,300 Greek officers and 
non-commissioned officers. 
They have 52 AMX-30 tanks 
with 190 artillery pieces. 

Greece maintains two infan- 
try battalions totalling 950 sol- 
diers on the island under the 
terms of Cyprus’ 1960 treaty of 
independence, which autho- 
rises Turkey to keep a similarly 
sized contingent. 

Greece and Cyprus agreed 
to boost military ties last 
November amid Greek Cyp- 
riot claims that Turkey has 
reinforced its military contin- 
gent in northern Cyprus by up 
to 5.000 men and 100 tanks in 
recent months. 

There has been no indepen- 
dent confirmation of that, but 
the Greek Cypriote have said it 
could indicate possible military 
moves by Turkey. 

The claims of a Turkish 
military buildup in the north- 
ern enclave were not repeated 
at Saturday's news conference. 

Diplomats here discount the 
likelihood of the Turks trying 
to expand the northern enclave 
and suspect the Greek Cyp- 
riots are seeking to bolster 
their bargaining position in the 
U.N. talks. 

Greece’s newly reelected 
socialist prime minister, 
Andreas Papandreou, warned 
in December that any Turkish 
advance on the south “means 
war” and said Athens would 
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WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Temperatures will drop slightly with 
a chance of scattered showers and 
winds becoming westerly modcraic. In 
Aqaba, partly doudy weather condi- 
tions will prevail with winds becoming 
southerly modcraic and seas rough. 

Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman 8/18 

Aqaba 14 / 26 

Deserts 6/20 

Jordan Valley 12/23 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am- 
man 23, Aqaba 30 Humidity readings: 


provide air and naval protec- 
tion for the Greek Cypriote if 
necessary. 

President Glafcos derides, 
the Greek Cypriot leader, last 
year asked Athens to send an 
army division to the island. 
That was rejected by Mr. 
Papandreou’s conservative 
predecessor, Constantine Mit- 
sotakis. 

But Mr. Papandreou has 
taken a tougher line since he 
regained office late last year, 
although it is not dear what his 
stand is on Nicosia's request 
for an army division. 

Mr. Arsenis, speaking after 
four days of talks with Mr. 
derides and Cypriot Defence 
Minister Costas Eliades, said 
Saturday that Greece will help 
expand and upgrade Cyprus' 
military infrastructure and 
bold joint maneouvers. 

He said Greece would also 
assist in the “upgrading of per- 
sonnel” in the national guard, 
bat refused to say whether that 
meant a further deployment of 
Greek forces on the island. 

Mr. Arsenis said a schedule 
for implementing the plan had 
not yet been agreed, but 
added: "We're moving at a 
rapid rate.” 

After much coaxing, Mr. 
derides and Turkish Cypriot 
leader Rauf Denktash recently 
agreed to consider a package 
of “confidence-building mea- 
sures” proposed by U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali in -an attempt to reopen 
the stalled peace dialogue. 

Mr. Arsenis said a strong 
national guard was “a precon- 
dition to successful diplomatic 
negotiations.” 
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fied a U.N. resolution requir- 
ing Iraq to end repression of its 
civilians, Kurds in the north 
and Shiite Muslims in the 
south. 

China, Pakistan and other 
non-aligned council members 
have argued that Iraq, should 
be encouraged by public recog- 
nition of its progress in satis- 
fying weapons inspectors. 

Conditions for lifting the oil 
embargo are different than the 
broader conditions for lifting 
die overall trade embargo. 
Iraq must meet certain 
weapons-related conditions for 
lifting the oil embargo, includ- 
ing frill declaration of prohi- 
bited arms, their destruction 
and acceptance of long-term 
monitoring. 

Baghdad Radio reported 
that Iraqis held a second day of 
mass rallies Friday to protest 
the renewal of U.N. sanctions 
ag ains t their country. No de- 
tails were given on the size of 
the demonstrations. 

Iraq’s Depup/ Prime Minis- 
ter Tareq Aziz was in new 

York for the week lobbying 
Security Council members. 
Iraqi officials have also visited 
various capitals of council 
members, including Paris, 
Moscow and Abuja in Nigeria. 

Mr. Aziz was leading a high- 
level technical team to discuss 
the continuing disarmament 
process and convince the U.N. 
Special Commission to move 
faster. 

But an official on the com- 
mission said: “We can’t take 
short cuts or it will cost more 
time in the long run.” 

The technical team is ex- 
pected to leave Sunday and 
Mr. Aziz will go back to Bagh- 
dad Tuesday, after meeting 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali Monday. 
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Palestinian activists stage a march in the occupied Gaza Strip on Friday (AFP photo) 

Bosphorus polluted by tanker 


ISTANBUL (R) — Turkey has 
reopened the Bosphorus after 
putting out a fire on an oil 
tanker which collided with a 
freighter, but bad weather was 
hampering clean-up efforts. 

State Minister for Maritime 
Affairs Ibrahim Tez said fire 
on the Cyprus-flagged tanker 
Nassia had been extinguished. 
Bad weather was preventing' 
barriers from being put in 
place to contain oil spilled 
from the ship, be added. 

"The Bospnorus has opened 
to one-way traffic with priority 
to passenger ships ana small 
ships waiting in tne Black Sea 
because of bad weather there,” 
Mr. Tez told Anatolia news 
agency. 

The environmental group 
Greenpeace, criticising the 
Turkish authorities for being 
ill-prepared for Sunday night's 
accident in the strait, said oil 
spills posed a threat to wildlife 
in the Black Sea, where the 
tanker was towed after the 
collision. 

"We have been taking aerial 
photographs and oil slicks up 
to 25 miles (40 kilometres) 
long have been sighted on the 
black sea shores,” Greenpeace 
energy campaigner Melda Kes- 
kin told Reuters. 

She said some cormorants 
had died and six dead dolphins 
had washed ashore, but the 
extent of wildlife damage was 
unclear. 


“It’s a real mess,” Green- 
peace oil campaigner Wlllem- 
Jan Goossen said in a Green- 
peace statement. "There is a 
lot of oil out on the Black Sea. 
And as wind conditions worsen 
with the wind turning north, 
there is the risk of oil floating 
ashore.” 

Mr. Keskin said the author- 
ities. concentrating on fighting 
the fire, had responded m ade- 
quately to the pollution threat. 

“It's as if the whole thing 
was totally unexpected,” she 
said. “Each year thousands of 
tankers pass through the Bos- 
phorus. There was a similar 
disaster 15 years ago, but the 
authorities just do hot seem 
prepared for anything like it.” 

Tne Bosphorus closure had 
created a backlog of more than 
350 ships waiting to enter one 
of the world's busiest sea lanes. 

"If our plan goes as expected 
it will take three days for afl 
ships to pass,” said Istanbul 
Port Authority chief Ismail 
Sefia Er after the waterway 
reopened at 10 a.m. (0800 
GMT) on Friday. 

Twenty-nine seamen were 
feared killed in the collision 
between the Nassia and the 
Cyprus-flagged freighter Ship- 
broker, whose burned-out hulk 
is still grounded in the Bos- 
phorus. 

“No one has gone on board 
the Nassia yet because the met- 
al is still too hot,” Ercan Yal- 
cin, chief of the Karaburun 


coastguard station in the Black 
Sea, told Reuters. 

The Nassia had teen car-, 
lying 98,500 tonnes of crude 
oil. Ali Riza Yilmaz, an En- 
vironment Ministry official, 
said 19,800 tonnes had burned 
on the tanker or in the sea. 

"Most of the pollution in the 
Bosphorus and the Black Sea 
was caused by the remains of 
burnt oil ana die mi cal foams 


used to extin, 
blaze," Mr. Y 
conference. 

He said larj 
oil remains 1 
tored in 60 
30-kilometre 


the tanker 
told a news 


thin layers of 
id been moni- 
:r cent of the 
osphorus. 


Istanbul Provincial Gov- 
ernor Hayri Kozakdoglu said 
mechanical methods would be 
used to dear the pollution, 
rather than chemicals which 
would cause the oil to sink to 
the seabed. 

He said the government 
would demand compensation 
from the insurers of the two 
ships, but gave no figures. 

The accident, the worst in 
the Bosphorus in 15 years, 
highlighted Turkey’s concerns 
about the risks of increased 
shipping to the safety of Istan- 
bul’s 10 million people. 

The government announced 
it would speed up plans to 
install a‘ $100 million naviga- 
tion system in the Bosphorus, 
Marmara Sea and Dardanelles 
and implement new safety 
rules from July 1. 


Thai police probe links to bomb truck 


BANGKOK (AP) — Police 
are tracking down four fore- 
igners who may have plotted to 
destroy the Israeli embassy 
here, and are looking into 


possible links with last year's 
bombing of the New York 
World Trade Centre, the Na- 
tion reported Saturday. 

The English-language daily 
quoted a chief investigator as 
saying police would issue arrest 
warrants after discovering a 
house where they believe 
powerful truck-bomb targeted 
against the embassy was 
assembled. 

Police Colonel Thammarong 
Wongpaen said police sear- 
ching the bouse uncovered the 
same explosives as found in the 
bomb-laden truck last Friday. 
Police quoted the house owner 
as saying she rented the pre- 
mises to four foreigners, de- 
scribed as "Arabs" by neigh- 
bours. 

By sheer good luck, police 
found an abandoned six-wheel 
truck some 500 metres from 
the Israeli embassy which con- 


tained large quantities of C-4 
plastic exjHosives and diesel oil 
and a one-tonne water tank fil- 
led with ammonium nitrate — 
a fertiliser which could en- ^ 
hance a bomb's explosive 
effect. - 

It was wired to a detonating 
switch on the truck’s dash- 
board. The body of a Thai man 
also was found in the truck. 

Police bomb experts said the 
bomb could have destroyed a 
large building. The truck bomb 
that severely damaged New 
York’s World Trade Centre 
also was believed to have been 
ammonium nitrate detonated 
by another explosive. 

Col. Sitthipom Noanjui of 
the crime suppression division 
said Friday a link to the Feb. 
26 New York blast was being 
investigated. 

Earlier this year police dis- 
tributed photographs of three 
Pakistanis, wanted by the Un- 
ited States in connection with 
the New Y’ork attack. The 
three were believed hiding in 
Thailand. 


What could have been a ma- 
jor^ disaster was averted by 

The driver of the truck, a 
man described as in his 30s and 
Middle Eastern in appearance, 
abandoned the truck after he 
accidentally hit two motorcy- 
cles parked in front of a de- 
partment store last Friday. 

He fled after trying to offer 
compensation in foreign cur- 
rency to the motorcyclists. 

Police drove the truck to a 
police station, where it re- 
mained until the truck owner 
went to claim it Thursday. 
Noticing the water tank, the 
owner asked police to check 
the contents. 

The body found in the truck 
was identified as an employee 
who had delivered the truck to 
the man who rented it. The 
employee had been beaten and 
strangled. 

Ponce have since stepped up 
security around the Israeli 
embassy as well as those of 
other countries involved in 
Middle Eastern conflicts. 
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Amman 23 per cent, Aqaba 25 per 
Cent. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN; 

Dr. Ratib Zaitoun 888685 

Dr. Farouq Nour 786680 

Dr. Jihad Zyadch 881 148 

Dr. Ahmad KJiamis 747682 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

A1 Ascrtia pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

1RBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qaiiu ( — ) 

Alquds pharmacy ( — J 


ZAKQA: 

Dr. Tareq Hijjawi 

Khalifch pharmacy 


985445 

985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

CrvH Defence Department 661 II i 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192. 621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Sccarity Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 0)0230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 7731 11 

Radio Jordan 774 1 i I 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Ekctriaty Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia tml. Airport UR-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, J. Amn ... 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity. J.Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Miihajrccn 777 10 1/3 

Al-Bashir.J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army. Morka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 6O7?affS0 

Amal Hospital 6741SS 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

IbnSina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hiktna Modem Hospital (09)990990 

• 

DUHDi . _ 

Princes! Basina Hospital (02 )275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

lbn Al Nafecs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hays Hospital ($31314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ} information depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia international 
Airport Td. (08)53200-5, where it 
should always be verified 
ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

65:15 Bangkok (RJ) 
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0W9 Jeddah (RJ) 

•9:15 Lamaca(RJ) 
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16:45 .... New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

lfcS5 Cairo (RJ) 

1705 Paris, Brussels (RJ) 

17:55 London (RJ) 

18:96 Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

18=35 Athens (RJ) 

19=15 Frankfurt (RJ) 

19:45 Tunis (add)RJ) 

19*8 Vienna (RJ) 

2fcl5 Rome (RJ) 

21:18 Frankfurt (add) (Rj) 

23*10 Aqaba (RJ) 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


North slams southern Yemeni leader 

SANAA (R) — President Ali Abdullah Saleh’s political party 
on Saturday strongly criticised remarks by rival Vice-President 
Ali Salem Al Beidh, accusing him of leading a separatist group 
within his party. “We regret the issuing of such a statement. .. 
it makes dear the desire for the return of -the totalitarian 
spirit,” said a statement by Mr. Saleh’s General People's 
Congress (GPC). Mr. Beidh. leader of former South Yemen 
before it merged with the north in 1990, told the Dubai-based 
daily Gulf News that southerners were so disenchanted with 
' the merger that a majority, if asked, would vote for a return of 
an independent South Yemen. “Our people are sick and tired 
of the violence which the union has brought... Indeed, if a 
referendum were to be held, for example, in the eastern and 
southern goveiuorates (which constituted the former South 
Yemen), there would be a dear majority in favour of South 
Yemen reverting its former statehood.” 

Hizbollah: Israeli raid killed two 

BEIRUT (R) — Israeli planes killed’ two guerrillas in a 
Thursday bombing raid in South Lebanon, Hizbollah (Party of 
God) said on Saturday. The planes bombed a guerrilla-held 
area hours after Israeli troops ambushed and killed three 
Hizbollah guerrillas trying to infiltrate Israel’s occupation zone 
in South Lebanon. Hizbollah said at the time that the air raid 
caused no casualties. 

f Iraqi battalions join opposition' 

NICOSIA (AP) — A rebel group said Saturday that two Iraqi 
battalions had joined opposition forces in Iraq's north, the 
Islamic Republic News Agency (SCRI) reported. The agency 
quoted the Supreme Council of the Islamic Revolution of Iraq 
(SCER), a coalition of Shiite Muslim forces opposed to the 
Baghdad regime, as saying in a statement that there were six 
officers among the deserters. SCRI said the battalions were 
stationed between the Chamchema] region in Kirkuk province 
and the territory under the control of the self-declared 
government of northern Iraq, according to the IRNA report 
monitored in Cyprus. The opposition group said the number 
of deserters was increasing because of Iraq’s harsh economic 
conditions and the country’s isolation. It was not possible to 
confirm the report. 


Turkish candidate’s election office attacked 

1DIYARBAKIR ; (AP) — Separatist Kurdish guerrillas re- 
portedly hurled hand grenades into a political campaign office 
in this southeastern city Friday, injuring 17 people. The 
election office belonged toi Tahir Aktas, a candidate of the 
Social Democrat Populist Party, which is the junior coalition 
partner in Turkey’s government. One of the two assailants was 
captured, according to the Anatolia news agency. Kurdish 
guerrillas have been threatening political parties in the region 
with violence unless they withdrew from local elections 
scheduled for March 27. The guerrillas are from the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK), which has been fighting for autonomy in 
southeastern Turkey since 1984 in a war which has left 12,000 
people dead. The Democracy Party, which is believed to have 
dose ties with the PKK, dedded to boycott the elections to 
protest what it called military repression of its party and the 
Kurdish electorate. 

Canadian jailed in death of Somali 

PETAWAWA, Ontario (AP) — A 25-year-old Canadian 
soldier was sentenced to five years in prison and given a 
dishonourable discharge Friday for his role in the beating 
death of a 16-year-old boy in Somalia. Private Elvm Kyle 
Brown was sentenced by the same five officer .military: court- 
that convicted him Wednesday of manslaughter and torture. It 
was the first torture conviction in Canada. He could have 
drawn a life sentence. Mr. Brown may appeal. Military trials 
of five other soldiers and officers charged in the May 16, 1993, 
death of Shidane Arone will be held later this year. Arone was 
arrested after creeping into an abandoned compound next to 
the camp of the Canadian Airborne Regiment, which was on a 
peacekeeping mission in Somalia. Taken as a would-be thief, 
he was bound hand and foot and beaten. The soles of his feet 
were burned with cigarettes. Mr. Brown admitted punching 
Arone once and kicking him, but said another soldier inflicted 
most of the injuries. 

Tremor hits south Iran, no casualties reported 

NICOSIA (R) — An earthquake measuring 4.2 on the Richter 
scale jolted on Friday an area of southern Iran where a tremor 
killed six people earlier this month, Iran's IRNA news agency 
reported. There were no reports of casualties or damage from 
the latest quake which shook finizabad, a main centre of the 
semi-nomadic Qashqaei tribe 760 kilometres south of Tehran, 
it said. On March 1 a quake measuring 5.7 on the Richter 
killed six people and destroyed 3,000 houses around Firuza- . 
bad, which is far from main oil producing centres in southwest 
Iran. More than a dozen aftershocks hit the area over the 
following week. 

Coptic Christians protest killing 

JERSEY CITY (AP) — About 100 Coptic Christians demons- 
trated Friday to protest last week's slaying of a Jersey City 
man outside a monastery in southern Egypt. The marchers 
said they want to bring attention to the killing of Coptic 
Christians in Egypt in the hope that the United States and 
Egyptian governments, act to stop the violence. The marchers, 
gathered in downtown Jersey City, chanted “Our blood is not 
cheap” and “we love Jesus." The group was protesting the 
death of Sief Shafiq Sief Makar, who was among six people 
killed last week outside the 1,600-year-old Deir Al Muharraq 
Monastery, which is considered one of the most important 
landmarks of Egypt’s Coptic Christian faith. Makar was shot 
March 11 by two gunmen in Assiyut, a stronghold of militants 
in southern Egypt. Two priests and three others also were 
killed. 
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Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

11:90 Damascus (AZ) 
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HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 

Dcp- Amman ....... 8.-00 ajn.cvay Monday 

Air. Duius — SrOOpjn. every Monday 

Dtp. Damascus 7:30 ajn. every Sunday 

Arr. Amman 5:00 pm- dvoy Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 

Upper/lower price in fib per kg. 

Apple 550/650 

Banana 680 

Banana (Miikaramar) 620 

Cabbage 260/180 

Carrot 200/120 

Cauliflower 801 40 

Qcmcntmc 260/200 

Cttcumbcre (large) 120/70 

Cucumbers (small) ........... 260/180 

Eggplant 300/180 

Garik: 1100/800 

Grape Fruit 240/180 

Green beans 550/450 

Lemon 180/ J00 

Marrow (Urg:) S0/40 

Marrow (small) ........ 200/120 

Oiivro(grccn) 70CKS00 

Grange - 480/ 180 

Onion (dry) 480 / 400 

Onion (green) 230/200 

Pe» 800/700 

Pepper (hot) 500 / 400 

Pepper (sweet) — 500/400 

Potato 370/280 

Ratfish 120/80 

Tomato 4fl»200 

fpisaeh ISO / & 

String beans 1100/800 
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Crown Prince Hassan turns 47 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san today celebrates his 47th 
birthday. 

Prince Hassan was bom in 
Amman in 1947 and is the 
youngest of the late King Tal- 
k's three sons. He was proc- 
laimed Crown Prince by Royal 
Decree in 1965. Among his 
multitude of responsibilities in 
the local, regional and interna- 
tional arenas is his active role 
in the advancement of peace, 
democracy and human rights at 
borne and abroad, as well as 
ins keen interest in humanita- 
rian causes and international 
law. 

In June last year Prince Has- 
san addressed the World Con- 
ference on Human Rights in 
Vienna, saying that while he 
strongly believed in the univer- 
sality of human rights, the im- 
provement of human rights 
conditions worldwide was con- 
tingent on the improvement of 
economic and social rights. 

The Crown Prince has often 
stressed a concept of strategic 
policy that directs attention to 
social, economic and environ- 
mental strategies among 
others. 

Most recently. Prince Has- 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan and Princess Rahmeh, Prince Rasbed, Princess 

Her Royal Hi g hn ess Princess Sarvath seen here Smnaya and her husband Nasser Jndeh (Photo 

with their children (right to left) Princess BadPa, . by Boghos) 


san was in Croatia where he nian security personnel serving peacekeeping forces in former 
viated tile 3.000 Jorda- with the United Nations Yugoslavia. 



Family, friends and colleagues Saturday gather at the Palace or Culture to attend a eulogy ceremony for the late Bahjat 
Talhotmi (Photos by Yousef A1 ’Allan) 

Bahjat Talhouni eulogised in special ceremony 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Satur- ' 
day delegated" Chief Cfiam- " 
beriain Prince Ra’d Ben Zeid 
to represent him at a eulogy 
ceremony held to commemo- .. 
rate 40 days since the passing 
of former prime minister and 
senior statesman Bahjat 
Talhouni. 

Speakers at the ceremony, 
which was attended by Prime 
Minister Abdul Salarn Ma- 
jali, members of Parliament 
and senior officials, included 
Upper House Speaker 
Ahmad Lawri, Lower House 
Speaker Taher Masri, 
Ahmad Tarawneb, Musa 
Abu Ragheb. Nassereddm A1 
Assad, Kamal Shaer and 
Tawfiq Kreishan. 

Mr. Lawzi said Mr. 
Talhouni had served as prime 
minister several times during 
the “most crucial stages of 
the history of Jordan.” after 
serving as a member in the 


first Cabinet formed by His 
■ Majesty King' Hussein. ■ 

- “ Mr: :Talhbimr*“wflf' be' im- 
mortalised in the history of 
Jordan as one of its most 
loyal men who left their dis- 
tinct marks on its political, 
march and comprehensive 
development,” said Mr. Law- 
zi. 

House Speaker Masri re- 
marked that in addition to 
Mr. Talhouni's achievements 
in politics, he always remem- 
bered that he had a role in 
the soda] development pro- 
cess and thus played a key 
part in the establishment of 
several ' educational institu- 
tions and charitable and 
voluntaiy sodeties. 

Speaking of Mr. Talhouni's 
active contributions to the 
development of the Kingdom 
during the past 50 years in 
senior judidal and govern- 
ment posts. Senator Taraw- 
neh said “he had translated 


his love for Jordan and his 
allegiance to its regime into 
irseTuTahd' dontihuous! work 
arid efforts!’: 

Senator and literary scho- 
lar Assad recited a poem 
praising Mr. Talhouni and 
highlighting his role in the 
history of the nation. 

Another colleague. Sena- 
tor Shaer, also praised the 
late Mr. Talhouni. saying 
that over several decades his 
name had become synony- 
mous with loyalty and sacri- 
fice for the sake of the home- 
land. 

Deputy Tawfiq Kreishan 
said Mr. Talhouni was always 
an active statesman and had 
never shirked his duty to- 
wards his country and the 
Arab Nation, adding that Mr. 
Talhouni was a strong propo- 
nent of Arab unity and soli- 
darity. 

Mr. Abu Ragheb por- 


trayed Mr. Talhouni as one 
of the soldiers of Jordan in all 
aSpetts Of bis life; a soldier in 
his adherence to his princi- 
ples and a soldier in his pat- 
riotism. 

Adnan Talhouni, the elder 
son of the deceased, addres- 
sed the attendees on behalf of 
the Talhouni family and 
thanked them for their com- 
passion and words of consola- 
tion. 

“Before his passing, ray 
father had always believed 
that he was one of you, and 
that you were his family and 
tribe. After his death, every 
one of us, his children and 
family, believes and prides 
himself that he is one of you 
and that you are our family,” 
he said. 

Bahjat Talhouni, who 
served his country until bis 
death at the age of 80, was 
laid to rest in the Royal 
Cemetery on Jan. 31, 1994. 


House endorses protocol for FF 83m loan 


Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Lower 
House of Parliament Saturday 
endorsed a draft financial pro- 
tocol under which Jordan 
would receive a French soft 
loan of 83 million French 
francs. 

The loan, which will be 
granted for a period of 20 years 
will finance the purchase of 
French goods and services for 
the completion of the gas- 
generating units project in 
Sahab. The protocol allows for 
a grace period of 10 years with 
an annual interest of one per 
cent. 

The loan would only be valid 
if contracts were signed before 
Dec. 31, 1994 and all related 


contracts to the financed pro- 
ject should be approved within 
3- months of that date. 

Lawmakers approved the 
draft financial protocol after 
agreeing that it would enhance 
French-Jordairian relations. 

The protocol does not allow 
withdrawing funds after Dec. 
31, 1997 unless both govern- 
ments agree on delaying that 
deadline if the need arises. 

The protocol, which will be 
considered valid when signed 
by both governments, enables 
French officials to conduct fin- 
al evaluations of the financed 
projects and their effect on 
Jordan's financial growth. The 
Jordanian government may 
contribute in such evaluations 
by facilitating the work of the 


A 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King congratulates Tunisia 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Saturday sent 
a cable to Tunisian President Zine AI Abidine Ben Ali, 
congratulating him on his country’s national day. King 
; Hussein wished Mr. Ali good health and happiness and the 
T unisian people further progress and prosperity. 

Stamp to mark Crown Prince’s birthday 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Communications and 
Postal Affairs Saturday decided to issue the first commemora- 
tive stamps of 1994 marking the 47th birthday of His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, which falls today. Ministry 
Secretary General Abdullah A! Jazi said he hoped that the 
issuance would reflect the efforts exerted by the Crown Prince 
' m supporting and chairing the board of the Jordan Hashemite 
Charity Organisation in carrying out its humanitarian role at 
the Arab and international levels. The stamps would be issued 
* in two denominations: 80 fils and 125 fils. Dr. Jazi added that 
they would be available at ail post offices around the Kingdom 
and at the ministry. 


French committee concerned 
and giving it access to helpful 
information related to the eva- 
luation. 

Copies of the contracts were 
signed by the Jordanian and 
French governments on Jan. 
13, 1994, and the joint agree- 
ment will be considered valid 
■as of that date if it is approved 
by the Upper House of Parlia- 
ment. 

During the session. Minister 
of Agriculture Mohammad 
Farhan answered a question 
raised by. Deputy Farah .laba- 
di concerning planting fruit- 
bearing plants to replace forest 
trees. Mr. Farhan stud that 
orders concerning the process 
of planting such trees were 


issued annually. 

The House unanimously 
agreed to reject a bid filed by 
several deputies contesting 
election results in Irbid Dis- 
trict. Lawmakers also rejected 
the request filed by Minister of 
Justice Taher Hikmat to strip 
deputies Hamzeb Mansour, 
Abdul Rahim Okour and 
Mohammad Oweidah of their 
diplomatic immunity after the 
complaint raised against them * 
by Islamist Ziad Abu Gha- 
nhneh. 

The Lower House also refer- 
red to its Managerial Commit- 
tee several suggestions by de- 
puties concerning services in 
their districts. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

EXHIBITIONS 

Opening of an exhibition of sculptures and drawings by 
Jordanian scuVtor Samer Tabba' at 6:00 p.m. Also showing 
“permanen*'' exhibition of 54 Arab contemporary artists at 
Darat AI Funtm of the Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation in 
Jabal Luweibdefa (Tel. 643251/2). 

ft Exhibition entitled “Writers Do Draw” by Jamal Niyi, Ibrahim 
NasraDah, and Farouq Wadi at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

■ft Plastic art exhibition by Syrian artists Abdul Qader Azzouz and 
Aoun AI Drouiri at the Phoenix Gallery for Art and Culture 
(TeL 695291). 

ft Exhibition by Iraqi artist Turki Abdullah at the Baladna Art 
Gallery. 

ft Exhibition by artist Amer Mohammad Rashad entitled “A 
Thousand and One Nights” at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

FILM 

ft Film entitled “White Hunter, Black Heart” at the American 
Center at 5:00 p.m. (110 minutes). 


Agricultural credit corporation 
to reschedule farmers’ debts 



Woman selects lemons from roadside stand. T.ai recent 
low market price of the fruit has been among gi i ranees 
of farmers and citrus growers in the Kingdom (P wto by 
Aynsley Floyd) 


Dams 
still below 
capacity 
JVA 

AMMAN (J.T.) - Despite 
recent rains the country's 
dams are still far below 
capacity, according to Abdul 
Aziz Wishah, secretary 
genera] of the Jordan Valley 
Authority (JVA). 

In a statement to the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, Dr. 
Wishah said rainfall between 
■March 10 and 16 was esti- 
mated at 3.7 million cubic 
metres which was far less 
than expected. 

Dr. Wishah explained that 
the rainwater did not reach 
the reservoirs because the 
soil was not sufficiently satu- 
rated to allow rainwater to 
flow on the surface and run 
down to the streams. 

He said the King Talal 
Dam, the largest in the coun- 
try, received an estimated 2.4 
million cubic metres during 
this period. 

Dr. Wishah said last month 
the total amount of water in 
the King Talal Dam was esti- 
mated at 48 million cubic 
metres out of a total capacity 
of 80 million. 

He said Wadi Sbueib Dam 
received 165,000 cubic 
metres, Kafrein Dam 
175,000, Sharhabil Dam 
160,000 cubic metres. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Agri- 
cultural Credit Corporation 
(ACC) Saturday announced 
plans to reschedule farmers' 
debts to the corporation. 

ACC Director General 
Mohammad Abdul Salarn Ara- 
biyat said the move was aimed 
at alleviating difficulties facing 
the farmers including market- 
ing their crops, low prices of 
agricultural produce and dam- 
age to farmlands as a result of 
unfavourable climatic condi- 
tions in the past two years. 

The ACC has taken the deri- 
sion despite it adversely affect- 
ing the corporation's liquidity 
and its ability to fully honour 
its financial obligations in the 
coining years, said Mr. Ara- 
biyat. 

- The ACC is committed to 
repaying the funds ii had 
loaned to the farmers, plus 
interest, to foreign creditors, 
as well as cover its own admi- 
nistrative expenses, said the 
ACC chief. 

Earlier this month. Minister 
of Finance Sami Gammoh said 
the government was conduct- 
ing a comprehensive revision 
of the agricultural sector in 
order to tackle impediments to 
production and marketing. 

Jordan Valley farmers had 
threatened to strike to urge the 
government to help them mar- 
ket their products locally and 
abroad and deal with their 


other grievances. 

Mr. Arabiyat said the ACC 
decision will be implemented 
in accordance with a plan that 
entails case by case srudies 
before rescheduling of loans 
can be approved. 

He said arrangements will be 


made whereby each indebted 
farmer will be abfa to repay the 
loans and interer over an ex- 
tended period. 

Mr. Arabiyat added that a 
special technical committee 
has been formed to study each 
case and give priority to far- 
mers with severe difficulties. 


2nd Jordanian bank is licensed 
to open in occupied territories 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Arab Land 
Bank has received Israeli 
license to reopen two bran- 
ches in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip and 
plans to start operations in 
iate April, banking officials 
said Saturday. 

They said the bank, whose 
headquarters are in Cairo, 
received the licenses from the 
Bank of Israel last week after 
the Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) issued preliminary.; li- 
cences. . ... . . . 

The bank is seeking to 
reopen up to five branches in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, but it received Israeli 
approvals for only one 
branch in the West Bank 
town of Bethlehem and the 
other in the Gaza Strip, they 
said. 

The Arab Land Bank be- 
came the second known 
Jordanian bank to get Israeli 
licenses in line with a memor- 


andum of understanding 
signed by Jordan and Israel in 
December. 

The Bank of Jordan got an 
Israeli license last week to 
reopen a branch in Ramallah 
in the West Bank. 

Other Jordanian banks 
which have received pre- 
liminary licenses from the 
CBJ include the Arab Bank. 
Jordan’s largest commercial 
bank, the Jordan -Gulf Bank 
and the Jordan National 
Bank. The CBJ is known to 
have issued preliminary 
licenses for a total of eight 
branches of the five banks. 

TTie applications of Jorda- 
nian banks for Israeli licenses 
were being processed, a bank 
of Israel spokesman said last 
week. 

Jordan dosed all 31 bran- 
ches of eight banks in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
when Israel occupied the ter- 
ritories in the 1967 war. 

One of them, the Cairo- 
Amman bank, reopened in 
1986 under a special arrange- 


ment under which it operated 
under Bank of Israel control. 
The restrictions imposed by 
the Bank of Israel discour- 
aged other banks from fol- 
lowing suit: 

The path was set for the 
reopening and functioning of 
Jordanian banks under CBJ 
regulations and control when 
Jordan and Israel signed the 
December memo, the Cairo- 
Amman Bank will also be 
brought under CBJ control 
under the provisions of the 
memo. 

Jordan followed up the 
memo with an agreement on 
economic cooperation with'-, 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), which is 
poised to lead Palestinian 
autonomy in the Gaza Strip 
and the West Bank town of 
Jericho under the Sept. 13 
Israel-PLO accord on five 
years of interim self-rale in 
the occupied territories. 

Officials have said the CBJ 
role in the banking and 
monetary affairs in the occu- 


pied territories was war- 
ranted since the Jordanian 
dinar will be in circulation in 
the occupied territories, and 
it was up to the Palestinians 
to decide what should be 
their “legal tender.” 

“As long as the dinar re- 
mains in circulation in the 
occupied territories, the Cen- 
tral Bank of Jordan will be in 
control of the banks that deal 
in Jordanian dinars,” said a 
senior official. 

The first wholly Palestinian 
bank, the Commercial Bank 
of Palestine, with a $14 mil- 
lion capita], is also awaiting- 
Israeli approval to start op- 
erations m the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Most of the banks that plan • 
to reopen their branches in ’ 
the occupied territories have* 
been preparing for the move 
for several months now. All 
of them have also been offer-, 
ing training to staff from the . 
occupied territories at their - 
Amman branches and head ■ 
offices. 


More massacre victims to arrive for treatment 


By Elia NasraDah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The national 
committee charged with fund- 
raising for the victims of the 
Hebron massacre expects more 
wounded to arrive in Jordan in 
the coming days for medical 
treatment at Jordanian hospit- 
als, according to committee 
spokesman Ahmad Helayel. 

The committee is also await- 
ing the arrival in Amman soon 


of a Hebron panel to discuss 
allocations to the families of 
the those killed or wounded in 
the Feb. 25 massacre in which 
more than 60 Muslim worship- 
pers were killed and hundreds 
wounded. Dr. Helayel told the 
Jordan Times. 

The Jordanian and the Heb- 
ron committees should meet in 
order to apportion the dona- 
tions accordingly said Dr. 
Helayel, adding that the size of 
the families of the massacre 


victims would be considered. 

He said the funds raised so 
far in Jordan have reached 
JD 800.000, and more con- 
tinue to come in from the 
govemorates. 

The national committee met 
Saturday under the chair- 
manship of Chief Islamic Jus- 
tice Izzeddin AI Khatib AI 
Tamimi to review the funds 
collected and the donor lists as 
well as the fund-raising activi- 
ties in the govemorates, said 


Dr. Helayel who is also secret- 
ary general of the Ministry of • 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs. 

He said committee members 
Saturday visited the four of the ■ 
wounded now being treated at 
the King Hussein Medical Cen- * 
tre and gave each one JD 1 ,000 * 
as part of the contributions.- 

The four victims who arrived • 
for treatment here Friday are ‘ 
Imad Suleiman, Jihad Abu 
Minshar. Talal Abu Sneineh' 
and Mohammad Jaabari. 


Introspect artist seeks new way of expression 


By lea Wahbeh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Sober, 
monumental, refreshing, the 
sculptures Samer Tabbaa ex- 
hibits at the Darat AI Funun 
are ingenious works of an 
introspect artist seeking new 
ways of expression. 

Making use of convention- 
al and less traditional media, 
Mr. Tabbaa’s representations 
are impressive, dominating, 
imposing. Wood is covered 
with tar in a four-square 
panel to create a huge “black 
hole.” or covered with a layer 
Of cement and glue and 
painted over with pastel, var- 
nish or acrylic to represent 
abstract figures and give 
movement and depth to the 
sculptures. '■» 

The dedicated artist has 
worked on most of his crea- 
tions on display for two 
years, but some had been 
started 14 years ago and ever 
since touches here and there 
were added to reach the pre- 
sent state. 

The three-dimensional fi- 
gures are ingeniously carved 
and neatly shaped, with pain- 
staking attention to detail' 


that creates original figures. 

Metal is worked with love 
and care. Not twisted, wrung, 
contorted, violently ’distorted 
out of shape representations 
for the artist. He takes his 
metal sheets to Aqaba to rust 
on the beach before working 
on them with pencil or gently 
works on them to give them 
steel appearance. Painted or 
inked over, in its natural 
state, cut or welded, the met- 
al is treated with respect, 
almost reverently. 

Parallel lines are a recur- 
rent motif with the artist. 
They appear in sculptures but 
also in his drawings per- 
formed on paper with acrylic, 
graphite, charcoal and pencil. 

The lines are vertical, hori- 
zontal, sinuous, criss-crossing 
in both his bi- and tri- 
dimensional works. They cre- 
ate space and movement, res- 
trict and free, tease the eye 
and challenge it to find mean- 
ings and soar. 

A four-figure, tall group of 
“Two Pencils and Two 
Crayons” was inspired by the 
pencil the artist used in his 
works, especially the one en- 
titled “Graphite and Tar Kit- 
kat” whose entire wooden 


surface was blackened by 
pencil. 

The imposing, dominating 
aerodynamic figures worked 
in wood and tar and coloured 
with pigment and silver pow- 
der mixed with linseed oil 
seem ready to take off, an 
abstract homage to the power 
of the word symbolised by 
these pencils. 

Perhaps the most interest- 
ing piece is the one entitled 
“Gold Rush,” a thick, square 
panel of wood and tar carved 
for varying-size irregular 
holes out of which pieces are 
extricated and glued next to 
them. The alternating gold 
and black colours of the 
panel create a rich pattern 
reminiscent of a mine shaft 
and the gold nuggets of El 
Dorado. 

An eight-piece group of 
square panels (again wood 
and tar which lends itself very 
well to carving) is like a 
geological map of our planet, 
with different strata unear- 
thed and carbonised fossils 
exposed. It is a rich, lustrous, 
almost sensual work that also 
could sensibly and literally 
bring one down to mother 


eann. 

“Two Figures at Right 
Angle” is more than just 
that. The three-dimensional, 
tall-standing figure is assum- 
ing a fourth, spiritual dimen- 
sion, as at the angle where 
the two wooden figures meet 
there are spaces left open, 
leading to an ethereal cos- 
mos. freeing the eye and ihe 
soul to search. 

An interesting installation 
is that of a suspended figure 
(shark skeleton-like) in tar 
with the dented area painted 
in red hanging over a rec- 
tangular tray whose sheen 
reflects and completes the 
whole. 

Perhaps the best way to 
understand the artist, other 
than through viewing his 
works, are via his words: “I 
seek elemental power in the 
material that 1 am using at 
the time. 1 collaborate rather 
than subjugate, seeking max- 
imum freedom by estab- 
lishing a dialogue whereby all 
options are open, but only 
one is optimum.’' 

The works will be on dis- 
play from March 20 until 
April 20. 
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Challenge after resolution 


WHILE '] 'HE U.N. Security Council resolution that 
was adopted Friday on the Hebron massacre 
brought forth immediate results culminating in 
Jordan. S ria, Lebanon and the PLO accepting to 
rejoin the peace talks, the price for its passage was 
not insigni fleam. What held up the endorsement of 
tins resolution that finally condemned the slaughter 
of over sixty Palestinian worshippers last month was 
the issue of Jerusalem. Washington got its way by 
first putting the reference to Jerusalem in the 
preambular paragraphs of the resolution and then 
by abstaining on it in spite of this downgrading. 
What is puzzling and disturbing about this new 
position by the U.S. on Jerusalem is the fact that it 
comes contrary to all previous Security Council 
resolutions on the Holy City, which rejected its 
annexation by Israel and called for rescinding all 
measures taken to alter its character. All adopted 
resolutions cond emning the Israeli occupation and 
annexation of Jerusalem were heretofore supported 
by the U.S. But what adds insult to inj'ury is what 
happened to the U.S/ thinking as far as application 
of the Fourth Geneva Convention of Aug. 12, 194 9, 
to East Jerusalem. The preambular paragraph in 
the resolution addressing that issue is merely an 
innocent expression about the application of the 
convention to any territory occupied by force, and it 
does not make any determination on sovereignty 
rights as such. Yet it was effectively rejected by 
Washington. Can it be that the Clinton administra- 
tion does not concede that East Jerusalem was 
occupied by Israel during the 1967 Arab- Israeli 
war? Once there is an admission that Arab Jeru- 
salem was in fact occupied by Israeli forces in 1967, 
there can be no legal justification to refuse the 
application of the Fourth Geneva Convention to IL 
Had the U.S. simply said that according to all 
relevant international resolutions Jerusalem should 
enjoy a special international regime and therefore 
no nation, including Israel, may have sovereignty 
rights over it, then the Arab side might have 
understood that stance. But to deny altogether that 
East Jerusalem is an occupied territory defies logic 
and comes as a stark contradiction to previous 
Security Council resolutions on the city. The 
reservation of the U.S. delegation on the reference 
to Jerusalem has only a political significance but no 
legal import. Resolution 904 was adopted in its 
totality without the U.S. casting a negative vote. 
This fact reduces the implications of the U.S. 
reservation and would not rob the resolution of its 
binding effect on all parties. In this sense the 
passage of the resolution was a big step forward 
even though it took more than three weeks to adopt 
it. Beyond that, if the resolution has indeed opened 
tbe door for the resumption of the peace process, 
especially after having made arrangements for 
greater security for the Palestinians, then it will 
have been worth it. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENT ARIES 


WASHINGTON'S DECISION not to recognise Arab Jeru- 
salem as pan of the occupied Arab lands of Palestine came 
under bitter criticism by Al Ra'i Arabic daily Saturday. This 
new stand on the pun of the U.S. administration does not only 
undermine the Arab- Israeli peace process but would also pave 
the ground for Washington's recognition of Jerusalem as 
Israel's capital, said the daily. This is indeed a dangerous 
development in the U.S. attitude and one that reflects the 
desire of the U.S. administration to abandon the peace process 
altogether, added the paper. The new American position ha? 
prompted His Majesty King Hussein to contact the Arab 
leaders and to seek a united Arab stand vis-a-vis the status of 
Jerusalem. King Hussein has called his brothers, the Arab 
leaders of Morocco. Syria. Egypt and Tunisia, underlining the 
importance of collective Arab work to safeguard the Arab 
character of the holy city and defend Arab and Islamic rights 
in Palestinian lands, continued the daily. It said that King 
Hussein has warned of the danger inherent in this attitude on 
the peace process and he has sought Arab collective action and 
speedv reaction at the highest levels to fend off this grave 


COMMENTING ON the U.N. Security Council’s decision to 
extend the embargo on Iraq, a columnist in Al Ra'i daily said 
that the decision reflected u failure on the part of the world 
community and the world organisation to uphold the U.N. 
char.er and its provisions, which call for the protection of 
smaller nations' rights. Tareq Masarweh said that the decision 
considered a violation of the basic human rights and the 
right of the weak, the young and the old to survive and to 
receive basic requirements like food and medicine. Such 
decision represents an injustice and humiliation reminiscent of 
those to which the German people were subjected after the 
World War l forcing them to take up arms again to trigger the 
World War II. said the writer. He said tha! the council's 
decision against Iraq is pushing the Iraqis further to the wall 
and forcing them to take a step that could pave the ground for 
another war m the region. The writer . who quoted Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein as warning that the Iraqis would 
have to choose another path should the Council decide to 
extend the embargo, said that the world community should 
take notice of the warning and defuse tension and prevent 
further sufferings for the Arab people in this region. 


SUNDAY’S ECONOMIC PULSE 


By Dr. Faked Al Fanek 


Top Palestinian economist speaks out 


YOUSEF SAYEGH is the chief Palestinian economist. He 
supervised and conducted most of the studies and economic 
plans drawn by the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
during the past five yeaxs. He was also the most senior Arab 
economist who engineered the documents of the Arab 
Development Decade, adopted by the 11th Arab Summit 
conference, held in Amman in 1980. 

Thanks to Mustafa Hamameh, director of the Centre for 
Strategic Studies at the University of Jordan, I was given, 
along with a selected group of Jordanian scholars and 
economists, the opportunity to meet with Dr. Sayegh, the 
senior Palestinian economic expert and listen to his evaluation 
of the Palestinian- Israeli agreement on principles, and its 
economic annexes. 

Dr. Sayegh presented his well-thought of reservations about 
the nature of the secret negotiations which took place in 
Osio-Norway and led to the accord. Among his reservations 
are: the complete absence of Palestinian institutions, lack of 
coordination with Jordan and other Arab countries surround- 
ing Palestine, conducting serious negotiations behind the back 
of the official Palestinian delegation in Washington, D.C., and 
without technical experts and advisors which forced the 
Palestinian negotiators, faring complicated legal issues, to 
consult the Israeli legal advisor accompanying the Israeli 
delegation! 

Dr. Sayegh was bitterly critical of the text of the accord and 
the annexes. Among the points raised by the veteran econom- 
ist were: too much ambiguity when it comes to Palestinian 
demands, and too much details and clarity when it comes to 
Israeli demands. Many crucial principles were missing, there 


was no mention of occupation, equal treatment, self-deter- 
mination (at least in the economic sense), control of natural 
resources and confiscated areas. Besides, the agreement 
deferred certain crucial issues such as the fate of Jerusalem, 
borders, settlements and refugees. The process of autonomy 
was fragmented horizontally i.e., from a geographical point of 
view; and vertically, i.e., from the types of authorities’ stand 
point. 

Dr. Sayegh pointed out that the word “agriculture" was 
never mentioned in the accord simply because of its connec- 


4 ‘The Palestinian economy is to be di- 
vorced from tbe Jordanian and other 
Arab economies and used as an Israeli 
backyard to be attached to the Israeli 
economy vis-a-vis the Arab econo- 


mies. 


don with land and water. The future autonomy authority was 
deprived from any power to exercise custom duty on imports 
because Israel intended to control trade and all points of 
entrance. The Palestinian economy is to be divorced from tbe 
Jordanian and other Arab economies and used as an Israeli 
backyard, to be attach^ to the Israeli economy vis-a-vis the 
Arab economies, including the Jordanian economy. Dr. 
Sayegh summed up the process as converting the status quo 
which is a subordination to the Israeli economy from being 


d&nof *els«ehauttont,« whjch 

have a flexible definition of “ 1 

may control every activity on the pretext that it has a security 

di Dr nS Saycgb pinpointed the Israeli, strategic objective of 
preventing Palestine from cooperating economicaUy wi* 
Jorian an objective which meets the personal auroral of 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat, who aimsat 
of a Palestinian Central Bank despite the ateence of Cennral 
Bank traditions and experience. He wanted a Palestinian 
currency to replace the strong and well-established Jordanian 
dinar which, in the opinion of Dr. Sayegh, will be an economic 

d^nally Dr. Sayegh stated unequivocally'that Israel is after a 
free trade area, or a custom union, to be tailored to fulfil the 
best interest of one side, the Israeli side at the expense of the 
other side, the Palestinian side. He dismissed out of hand the 
idea that an Israeli economic normalisation with Jordan and 
other Arab countries will be ineffective just like the economic 
normalisation of Israel with Egypt. 

Dr. Sayegh is a moderate Palestinian ana an Arab national. 
He does not belong to the so called rejection from. He is not 
against negotiations and peaceful settlement, but he thinks 
that the terms and conditions could have been better, and that 
many Palestinian concessions were excessive and unjustified. 

In the subsequent negotiations in Taba and Cairo, the PLO 
tried to get more than it accepted in Oslo, but ended up 
accepting less than the Oslo agreement allowed. 


By Hisham Dajani 


M. KAHIL 


1 NOW THE hullabaloo of Ihe 
Climon-Assad summit in 
Geneva in January is over, 
one can turn buck to the 
Golan file to highlight some 
items in the Syriu-Israel dis- 
pute and to study more subtly 
the differences in attitude. 
Both before and after 1967. 
the territorial disputes be- 
tween Syria and Israel had a 
dynamic of their own. These 
disputes and the strategies 
behind them hastened the 
June I9b7 war and led to 
Israel's conquest of the 
Golan Heights. Apart from 
the strategic significance of 
the area, the Golan is also 
important for its regional wa- 
ter sources (ME! 464). This is 
particularly true of the area 
of Mt. Hermon. the site of 
the headwaters of the River 
Jordan. Also the Spring of 
Banvas. a major source of the 
Jordan, is located on the low- 
er slopes of the Golan. 

There appear to be three 
points of view on the Golan 
within Israel. First, an 
ambivalent position with re- 
spect to the extent of poten- 
tial withdrawal from the area: 
second, the necessity of re- 
taining the area: and’ third, a 
total Israeli withdrawal in- 
order to attain fall peace with* 
Syria. 

The officially declared cur- 
rent position represents the 
first viewpoint. The pro- 
nouncements of Itamar Rabi- 
novitch. the chief Israeli 
negotiator with the Syrian 
delegation at the peace talks, 
outlined the official Israeli 
position as follows: Syria 
must spell out the nature of 
the peace it would be willing 
to agree with Israel before 
Israel defines the extent of 
the withdrawal it would be 
willing to make from the 
Golan. This position amounts 
to a conditional peace 
according to the formula: a 
phase of peace for a part of 
land. Such u peace, according 
to Mr. Rabinoviich. must en- 
tail full diplomatic, culrural 
and economic relations. 
Some of the advocates of this 
point of view argue that de- 
spite the geopolitics of the 
Golan, disengaging Syria 
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The Golan: still a long way from resolution 


from, the Arab-Israeli conflict 
justifies finding a basis for 
territorial compromise. But 
some of those advocates 
oppose the dismantling of 
Israeli settlements. Only a 
small minority of Israelis re- 
gard the evacuation of all 
settlers as an inevitable price to 
pay for a peace treaty. 

Needless to say. the second 
point of view — the need to 
retain the Golan — is held 
mainly by many in Likud and 
a number of Labour hardlin- 
ers. They assume that Syria is 
not ready for peace and in 
any case it could not be 
trusted to honour it. Furth- 
ermore. they argue Israel can 
scarcely contemplate a ter- 
ritorial compromise on the 
Golan because of security 
considerations. 

The third Israeli trend re- 
flects the thinking of Labour 
Party doves in general and 
others to their left who main- 
tain that Israel should think 


seriously about the principle 
of an almost total withdrawal 
in return for full peace. 
Those who hold this view 
believe that it is time to real- 
ise that peace and security 
can exist without being con- 
ditional on keeping occupied 
land. They correctly argue 
that Syria would not enter 
into a peace agreement with- 
out the Golan. Security, they 
say. is not only secured by 
territory. but at least equally 
by real peace, strict demili- 
tarisation and security 
guarantees. 

Syria cannot match Israel 
economically or militarily. 
Israel is a nuclear power 
whose security and wellbeing 
are guaranteed by the U.S.'. 
while Syria has lost its super- 
power allie. 

In strategic terms. Syria 
considers the Golan a critical 
natural defence against 
Israel. Ar the same time. 
Svria views itself as the cham- 


pion of Arab interests. Its 
perception of its role in the 
region is a factor that should 
not be forgotten. Security 
and role perception consti- 
tute the framework that 
shapes the Syrian perspective 
on the Golan. The factors 
that shape this strategy are 
both militaiy — tactical and 
geographic — and economic. 

llie first is connected with 
terrain, since the continued 
Israeli occupation of the 
Golan presents strategic dan- 
gers that are compounded by 
the absence of natural bar- 
riers. The Israeli army is just 
35km from Damascus. The 
Golan in Syrian hands would 
provide crucial defensive 
depth for the country's 
security. 

From an economic pers- 
pective. Syria's interests are 
primarily water-related. The 
Golan is a particularly impor- 
tant region because of its 
water sources. The fact that 


the water situation in the 
region has greatly deterio- 
rated and the region faces 
water shortages makes this 
dimension of the conflict par-, 
ricularly important. 

Whereas Israel insists that 
Syria has to spell out in adv- 
ance the nature of peace, the 
Syrians, until the summit in 
Geneva, showed no hurry to 
do that. There is no guaran- 
tee. they argued, thar even 
then Israel would commit it- 
self to a total withdrawal 
from the Golan. Israeli fai- 
lure to respond positively to 
•Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) concessions 
justified the Syrian attitude 
of not making unilateral con- 
cessions without receiving a 
reciprocal commitment 'to 
such concessions from Israel. 
But in Geneva there was 
some shift in the Svrian 
stance when President Hafez 
Assad surprised his audience 
by saying he was ready to sign 


a peace treaty now. and that 
“normal relations" with 
Israel meant open borders, 
trade and diplomatic rela- 
tions. as Israel was deman- 
ding. Once again it was 
proved that the old Syrian 
principle of reciprocity was 
justified, because Mr. Assad, 
having made these conces- 
sions. has not so far got any- 
thing in return. Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
found “nothing new'* in what 
Mr. Assad said in Geneva. 
Nevertheless, it is unques- 
tionable that Syria will not- 
concede to Israel any part of 
the Golan. 

The territorial dispute be- 
tween Syria and Israel is a 
central focus of conflict. The 
situation is still in a state of 
stalemate, with no genuine 
prospects for any imminent 
settlement. While Syria pub- 
licly expresses its readiness to 
live in peace with Israel in- 
side the pre-1967 borders. 
Israel has not yet tSken a 
final position on the extent it 
is prepared to concede on the 
Golan. It still hesitates to pay. 
the price of peace with Syria. 
Even when some Israeli offi- 
cials do talk about withdraw- 
al. they talk in a deliberately 
ambiguous manner. They 
talk about withdrawal “on 
Golan" and not "from 
Golan". 

If the Golan for Israel is 
not simply a question of 
security, but also a question 
of settlements, water and 
domestic politics, for Syria it 
is a matter of dignity as well 
as security, since it is an 
integral part of die country. 
No Syrian leader is likely to 
accept less than Egypt, 
accepted from Israel: total 
withdrawal for total peace 
with balanced security 
arrangements. 

The gap between the two 
sides is still wide. -Without 
vigorous participation by the 
U.S. at the highest level, any 1 
talk about the possibility of a 
breakthrough would be un- 
realistic. A durable peace can 
only be attained by concerted i 
international endeavour. To 1 
leave the parties to the con- 
flict to their own devices 

w ould be a disaster. 

Middle East International. 


Effrontery, incompetence and cover-up at the CIA 


By Ronald Kessler 


WASHINGTON — The day 
after the arrest of the accused 
spy Aldrich H. Ames was 
announced, the CIA direc- 
tor. R. James Woolsey, met 
with several hundred Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
employees in the agency's au- 
ditorium at Langley, viigj- 
nia. After recounting what 
employees already knew 
from the news media, Mr. 
Woolsey — whose address 
was seen On closed-circuit 
television by every CIA em- 
ployee — spent five minutes 
explaining why he himself 
had refused- to take a poly- 
graph test although other re- 
cent directors had taken it. 


Besides the fact that poli- 
tical appointees are not re- 
quired to take such tests, he 
said he remained “sceptical" 
about the polygraph’s effec- 
tiveness. 


The speech sickened many 
officers, according to one 
who watched. They point out 
privately that they, too , have 
questions about the efficacy 
of the polygraph, but are 
required to take the test ev- 
en- five years or lose their 
jobs. That the director would 


not take it, and then would 
have the effrontery to defend 
his decision even after the 
disclosure of what seems to 
be the biggest security breach 
in the agency's history. tells a 
lot about the indifference 
that allowed the Ames case 
to happen. 

It also underscores how 
effectively the CIA has co- 
vered up its own incompe- 
tence. Contrary to news re- 
ports and to the impression 
that Mr. Woolsey conveyed, 
the polygraph was apparently 
accurate in Mr. Ames's case. 

According to several peo- 
ple inside and outside the 
agency who arc familiar with 
the results, he failed all three 
tests that the CIA gave him 
after he allegedly began 
spying in 1985. In each case 
the examiner found that he 
was not telling the truth when 
he denied giving out classi- 
fied information. 

When Mr. Ames failed the 
first test in 1986, the examin- 
er who interrogated him pre- 
pared a report for his super- 
iors — who simply shelved 
it. 

In 1991 be again failed a lie 
detector test, was given_ a 
second one and failed again. 
But the CIA polygrapher 


bought Mr. Ames's explana- 
tion — that he was worried 
about his financial invest- 
ments and that his concern 
had registered on the 
machine as a deceptive re- 
sponse. “I don't think he is a 
spy, but be does have money 
problems," the examiner 
concluded in his report 


Thus the controversy about 
why Mr. Ames appears to 
have been able to beat poly- 
graph tests has been built on 
a deception fed by the CIA. 

After he became a suspect 
some 10 months ago as a 
result Of a defector’s tip, the 
agency ordered that the 
damaging polygraph results 
not be shared with other 
agencies, according to a per- 
son familiar with the case. 


But a joint Federal Bureau 
of Investigations (FBI) CIA 
team that was already work- 
ing on the case had seen the 
results. FBI officials were 
accustomed to the CIA's 
blase attitude about internal 
security, but they were 
astounded that the results 
had been ignored. 

Questions have been raised 
about the accuracy of poly- 
graphs. But in skilled hands 
they are surprisingly reliable. 


A 1987 study reviewed 2O.UO0 
FBI polygraph determina- 
tions since 1973, asking 
agents whether in retrospect 
the results had been correct. 
The study found that less 
than one per cent had been 
wrong. While people can be 
trained to fool the polygraph 
with muscle control and other 
techniques, a good polygraph 
operator can often penetrate 
such stratagems. 

Three of America’s top 
polygraph examiners work at 
the CIA, but most of the 
others — including those who 
examined Mr. Ames — lack 
the expertise for such sensi- 
tive work. 

How the agency could dis- 
regard its own tests becomes 
easier to understand in the 
context of its whole attitude 
about security. One might 
ask how the agency could 
allow a heavy drinker like 
Mr. Ames to continue in his 
sensitive job. but the fact is 
that only the most public and 
embarrassing drunkenness is 
ever cause for discipline. 

And how could the agency 
have allowed Mr. Ames to 
have accuse to such a wide 
range of information? The 
agency's vaunted “compart- 
mentation" giving informa- 


tion only to those with a need 
to know it — is a joke. 
Supervisors boast of major 
successes at meetings and 
officers exchange secrets over 
lunch or — in Mr. Ames's 
case — during smoking 
breaks outside headquarters. 

And in recent years Mr! 
Ames sat on two promotion 
boards that allowed him to 
learn the identities and re- 
cruitment successes of hun- 
dreds of CIA officers 
throughout the world. 

The agency not only pro- 
tect its own, it punishes those 
who blow the whistle by ob- 
jecting to lax discipline. They 
are considered troublemak- 
ers who do not understand 
system. 

And ft is the CIA itself, 
rather than some outside 
agency, that is investigating 
whatw CT t wrong. Burton L. 
Gerber, who will be in over- 
f charge of the investiga- 
tion. is one of those who 
promoted Mr. Ames. 

The security system is a . 
Jahm and a mua be rebuilt 
Bg* P ie «- And if the 
Jr? “ t0 . continue protecting 
the United States from 

?h tC !! ri - a thre ats from 
abroad, « must take drastic 
action to change the ag^cj 


climate that led to the Ames 
case. 

That change must begin at 
the top. Mr. Woolsey must 
show that he is ready to make 
a clean break with the sloppi- 
ness of the past, by tightening 
the rules and making an ex- 
ample of those who tolerated 
infractions. 


Most major corporations 
hire former FBI agents to run 
their security d^rtmeocs. 
Much as the CIA might 
oppose such an intrusion, the 
White House should insist on 

tt. 

J or * hat polygraph test 
that Mr. Woolsey would not 
take, he should not overlook 
the importance of symbolism. 

nen he arrogantly refuses 
to submit to the same security 
procedure as everyone else, 

H 0t ° nly shows that he 
condones unconscionable 
fcuaty. He suggests that he is 
not up to the task of correct- 
■ng it. 


The writer is author of “In- 

Sftt *3” “o* "■ 

35*' “2* ™= Inside the 
^rids Most Powerful Law 
Muoreemeiit Agency.” This 

a?a."er*-“ 
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Africa’s most 
successful women 


Massacre reveals ‘deception’ of Oslo accord 
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By Thalia Griffiths 
Reuter 

LOME — The women lolling 
among mounds of neatly 
folded cloth on the first floor 
of Lome’s grand marche are 
big players in Togo’s eco- 
nomy. 

Nicknamed the nanas 
benz, they gossip, eat and 
feed their babies among the 
shelves as dealers from 
, Nigeria, Benin. Ghana and 
further afield circle the dimly 
lit stalls dismissing the quoted 
price with a contemptuous 
dick of the tongue. 

Elegantly clad and laden 
with gold jewellery, they get 
their name from the Mer- 
cedes cars which the more 
successful among them park 
discreetly behind the market. 
The more lowly cloth-sellers 
outside the main market are 
known as nanettes. 

The trade in lengths of 
African printed doth, known 
in French as pagnes, is the 
main employer of women in 
Togo. All the more impor- 
tant in a country where the 
economy is at a virtual stand- 
still and unemployment is 
rife. 

“It’s a women's trade. It 
gives us independence. With 
polygamy, that’s important. 
A woman can have her own 
home with her family and the 
man comes by occasionally,’* 
said Evetyne Trenou Dede, 
who inherited her business 
from her mother. 

Togo has the lowest import 
duties in West Africa, which 
in the past made it ideal for 
import and re-export 
businesses. 

But political turmoil in the 
past four years, particularly 
an eight-month general strike 
that ended in August, has 
taken its toll. 

Neighbouring Benin, 
whose customs duties are 
almost as low and whose poli- 
tical transition was much 
smoother, has taken over 
much of Togo's trade. 

Now the whole business is 
threatened still further by a 
massive 50 per cent devalua- 
tion of the CFA franc on Jan. 
12, which has doubled the 
price of the imported doth. 

“It's an absolute disaster," 
said Ms. Dede. whose shop 
on the edge of the market 
was piled with doth but emp- 
ty of customers. 

The cost of a 12-yard (11 
metre) length of brightly col- 
oured, intricately printed 
cloth has jumped from 23,000 
CFA (39) to about 45,000 
(76) and will rise to 47.000 
(80) when the new exchange 
rate is used to calculate cus- 
j toms tariffs. 


“People had just started to 
come back after the end of 
the strike in August but now 
dealers are taking some stock 
and finding tfiey’re unable to 
sell it." Ms. Dede said. 

“We’re still selling the old 
stock at the old price but that 
has to disappear from the 
market before we can sell the 
new designs at the new 
price." 

The best quality pagnes 
come from the Netherlands, 
but they are also produced in 
Britain. Local pagnes are 
cheaper, but of lesser quality. 

The industry was started in 
the 1880s by Scotsman Alex- 
ander Brown Fleming, who 
in Java saw the Batik techni- 
que of priming a design onto 
cloth by waxing the parts not 
to be dyed. 

In West Africa, he saw the 
tie-dyeing of Indigo cloth and 
realised there was a market 
for different designs. 

“Dutch wax is the Rolls 
Royce of textiles," said Alan 
Nuttall, Textiles director of 
UTC. Togo’s main importer, 
which brought in seven to 
eight million yards of fabric a 
year in the 1980s. In 1993, it 
imported only about one mil- 
lion yards because of the 
strike. 

As well as supplying its 
major clients, the firm makes 
up small assorted lots of cloth 
for the market women at the 
wholesale price. 

Tourists are virtually 
ignored in the market, where 
the women sell only by the 
12-yard piece, leaving smaller 
lengths to the nanettes out- 
side. 

Wax pagnes are produced 
by a lengthy process in which 
the fabric is printed with a 
layer of wax. The different 
colours of the pattern are 
dyed onto the doth and then 
the wax is washed off, leaving 
areas of lighter colour below 
the print. 

Dutch designers visit the 
region two to three times a 
year to see which fabrics are 
selling well. Designs vary 
from the traditional to the 
bizarre — one on sale in. 
Lome called “six bougies" is 
a blue-on-blue print of spark- 
plugs. 

Pagnes are also printed for 
special occasions. In the Iv- 
ory Coast, four designs were 
produced for the funeral of 
President Felix Houphouet- 
Boigny on Feb. 7. 

Lome’s nanas have a repu- 
tation as hugely rich and 
powerful. “Whenever the 
nanas benz have kicked up a 
fuss, the government has 
given in to them," Mr. Nut- 
tall said. 


By Martin Woollacott 

THE HEBRON massacre 
has brought the complex 
structure of deception repre- 
sented by the Oslo agreement 
between the Israelis and the 
Palesti nians crashing to the 
ground. The question now is 
whether the two will unwisely 
decide on an attempt to 
re erect the scenery of this 
discredited play without 
change, or whether the 
Israelis, in particular, wfil 
have the courage to face up 
to the real implications of a 
negotiation for peace. 

Before he left for talks with 
U.S. President Bill Clinton in 

the United States, Yitzhak 
Rabin, the Israeli prime 
minister, handed over to 
Sbas, the religious party he 
wants to include in his coali- 
tion, a letter pledging not to 
divide Jerusalem, not to 
allow the establishment of a 
Palestinian state, and not to 
dismantle the settlements. 
There could hardly be a 
dearer example of the Alice 
in Wonderland world in 
which the Israeli government 
wishes to dwell. Mr. Rabin is 
restating known positions; 
Shas is requiring him to do so 
because it suspects him of 
secretly planning to com- 
promise some of them; mean- 
while the Palestine libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) is 
not sure whether or not he 
actually will do so, and, in 
any case, secret intent is no 
longer enough for them. No 
wonder that PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat has been so 
reluctant to come to terms 
over the resumption of talks. 

It is not only that what the 
Israelis have so far offered — 
early discussion of interna- 
tional monitors plus the ban 
on extremist organisations — 
is not enough. The Hebron 
massacre has pnt a spotlight 
on the evasions and hypocri- 
sies of both sides. 

The Oslo agreement is or 
was a device for allowing the 
Israeli government, and to a 
lesser extent the PLO, to talk 
about peace without talking' 
about statehood, and to 
move towards statehood 
without saying they are doing 
so. That was earlier regarded 
as the genius of the arrange- 
ment. The two sides were to 
be enabled to avoid a danger- 
ous confrontation with poli- 
tical opponents and attacks of 
panic and rage in both com- 
munities by blurring the real 
issues, using riddles and. 
euphemisms, and pushing off 
all the hard questions into the 
future. 

But Baruch Goldstein blew 
away more than just a politic- 
al device with his assault rifle. 
This is not just a matter of 
party manoeuvring of diffe- 


Israel, PLO to discuss security 


(Continued, from page 1) 

Mr. Peres said Israel was 
proposing that a special 
Palestinian police force be de- 
ployed in Hebron. The force 
would be under Israeli army 
command, but would have 
greater authority than Palesti- 
nian policemen who served 
alongside Israeli police in the 
occupied territories in the past, 
Mr. Peres said. 

“This police force will have a 
special character ... that will 
take into account the special 
sensitivities in Hebron,” Mr. 
Peres told Israel radio. 

“Every reasonable sugges- 
tion to enhance security in the 
territories will be accepted by 
us,” Mr. Peres added. 

He also hinted that Israel 
might decide unilaterally, 
though at a later time, to dis- 
mantle some settlements. Such 
a decision would be made 
“based on Israeli logic and 
security needs,” not under me 
pressure of negotiations with 

the PLO, he said. 

“We are asking ourselves 
out loud how to organise 


ourselves, not in order to 
appease anyone, but to ensure, 
the security of all residents," 
Mr. Peres said. 

“Even if we pour all possible 
military forces into Hebron, 
there is no complete security. 
We have to think about the life 
of every single man and 
woman, Jews and Arabs." 

He refused comment on 
Israeli media reports that the 
450 Jewish settlers living in six 
enclaves in Hebron would be 
moved into one or two sites in 
the town to reduce friction 
with the Palestinians. 

Once the Israel-PLO talks 
resume, there could be quick 
results, he said. “There isn’t 
too much work maybe two or 
three weeks for the conclusion 
of the agreement and then a 
very short time, maybe 
another two or three weeks, 
for implementation,” he said. 

Mr. Peres also had guarded 
praise for Washington's deci- 
sion to abstain during the 
Security Council vote on a 
section of a resolution refer- 
ring to parts of Jerusalem as 

occupied territory. 

“There is a change in the 


American position, even a lit- 
tle bit to the better," Mr. Peres 
said on Israel Radio. “Until 
now, the United States voted 
twice to include Jerusalem 
among the occupied territor- 
ies.” 

The abstention came Friday 
night when the Security Coun- 
cil voted, article by article, on 
the resolution condemning the 
Hebron massacre. 

The Palestinians expressed 
concern over the U.S. absten- 
tion. “We hope that this ab- 
stention is only technical and 
procedural and not an indica- 
tion of a change in U.S. poli- 
cy.” Mr. Husseini said in a 
statement 

It has been the American 
position that Jerusalem should 
not be divided again, and that 
its final status should be deter- 
mined in negotiations between 
Israel and the Arabs. Washing- 
ton has not recognised Israel’s 
annexation of East Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem's future is likely 
to be on the agenda when 
Israel and the PLO begin nego- 
tiations over the final status of 
the occupied territories in m Id- 
1996. 




An Israeli policeman holds his gun against Palestinians in East Jerusalem days after the Hebron massacre (AFP photo) 


rent views on the feasibility 
of peace with the Arabs. 
Israelis are muddled and di- 
vided over the purpose of 
drat country and its proper 
relationship with die world. 
It has perhaps always been 
so, but these problems are 
now particularly dangerous 
because they threaten to pa- 
ralyse decision-making in the 
Israeli state. 

This is a country where 
strange things have been hap- 
pening. A country where 
large numbers of new Jewish 
immigrants are not Jewish at 
all. A country where Arab 
votes may very soon be 
necessary if there is ever to 
be a centre-left government 
again a country which lives 
m a world where the fourth 
largest Israeli — Israeli, not 
Jewish — dty is Los Angeles. 
A country desperately 
attached to hard, old things 
like territory and sovereignty, 
and war-making capacity but 
also desperate to plug into 
the global economy, to mas- 
ter the new forms of power. 
Torn between a simpler past 
and a more ambiguous pre- 
sent and future, the tendency 
has been to locate the anx- 
ieties over these identity 
shifts in the peace process 
itself. 


Israel’s muddle is especial- 
ly apparent in the way in 
which political discussion, , 
and action, is mflilpnced by 
concepts from the past which 
operate a sub-rational level. 
The concepts' of dominance 
and division, for instance, are 
rarely absent. Ariel Sharon 
laments the disappearance of 
the fighting Jew, pointing to a 
recent panicky retreat by 
Israeli families in Jaffa at the 
mere rumour that the local 


Rabin, in many of his actual 
decisions, and in his very 
body languages, one senses 
. the same determination to 
keep on top. In his case he 
does not see full-scale con- 
tinued occupation of the ter- 
ritories as the means of main- 
taining that advantage, but 
imagines, perhaps, that some 
more complicated mixture of 
policies will enable Israel to 
keep the initiative. The sense 
that Israel is about winning, 


“Mr. Rabin remains intensely reluctant 
to evacuate even the most dangerously 
situated of the settlements.” 


Arabs were on the rampage. 
A film clip showing an Israeli 
soldier retreating before a 
10-year-old. boy attracts . his 
especial fury. Bmyamin Be- 
gin, Menachem’s son, says' 
that a return to the 1967 
borders would be a sign that 
Israel had lost, that the other 
side was victorious “through 
' the stone, through the knife, 
through the Molotov cock- 
tail.” 

But it is not only on the 
right that the idea of losing 
the upper hand is influential. 
In every statement of Yitzhak 


• not losing about standing up 
to enemies rather than sub- 
mitting to them, runs across 
the whole political spectrum. 
Its roots in Jewish history and 
above all in the Holocaust 
have been documented. Yet 
it seems clear that there can- 
not be a true peace unless 
Israel can learn to lose, to 
accept that it has been defe- 
ated by the intifada. 

The fear of division 
brought sharply to the sur- 
face by the Hebron massacre 
represents another aspect of 
the same preoccupation with 


PROTEST: Activists of the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) march through 
the occupied Gaza Strip late Friday opening fire 
in the air to protest the Palestine Liberation 


Organisation’s refusal to quit the 28- month-old { 
U.S.-backed Arab -Israeli peace talks (AFP ! 
photo) i 


Syria: Talks should focus on land 


Activists of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine born Israeli flags during a protest in 
the occupied Gaza Strip lat e Friday (AFP photo) 


(Con tinned from page I) 

ment that France had helped 
ensure the resolution was 
adopted. 

“This resolution... must now 
be followed by effective mea- 
sures paving the way for a 
restart of the dialogue between 
Israelis and Palestinians," Mr. 
Duque said. 

He said France believed ev- 
ery effort should be made to 
work towards a “global, fair 
and durable peace accord in 
the Middle East.” 

U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher asserted Fri- 
day Jordan, Syria and Lebanon 
will return to the bilateral talks 
in Washington independent of 
PLO action and that their deci- 
sion to do so will give impetus 
to the PLO to resume their 
talks. 

“We believe that these in- 
tensive contacts and discus- 
sions will put the peace process 
back on track,” the secretary 
said. 

He said that the United 
Slates will confer with Russia, 
the co-sponsor, about the exact 


date for the bilaterals. 

The secretary noted that it 
was important for the Unired 
States to support the U.N. 
Security Council resolution. 

Through a voting arrange- 
ment, the United States ab- 
stained on two paragraphs in 
the preamble — dealing with 
the sfarus of Jerusalem and the 
occupied territories — because 
“they project sensitive issues in 
a way that prejudices how 
those issues may be resolved in 
the final stages of negotia- 
tions.” 

The secretary added that the 
United States would have 
vetoed the resolution if those 
sensitive paragraphs were con- 
tained in the operative pan of 
the resolution. 

He restated the U.S. posi- 
tion that the status of Jeru- 
salem must be part of the 
negotiation process between 
Israel and the PLO. He said 
the United States believes that 
the issue of Jerusalem will be 
decided in the final stages of 
negotiations, as stated in their 
declaration. In any case, he 
made plain, these issues must 


be resolved by the parties and 
not by outsiders in advance of 
the negotiations. 

Speaking about the U.S. ac- 
tion on the Security Council 
resolution, he said: 

“We needed to send a strong 
signal to the extremists from 
any quarter whose objective is 
to kill the peace process and 
the hopes it can bring. We 
must not allow those who 
oppose peace to prevail." 

“It was very important for 
the United States to support a 
resolution condemning the 
massacre at Hebron,’’ he 
reiterated. “It was necessary 
for us to do so to maintain our 
credibility in the negotiations 
as an honest broker.” 

— “It is important that the 
action taken by the Security 
Council not prejudice or pre- 
judge the negotiations we want 
to promote." He said that 
Ambassador Dennis Ross, 
U.S. coordinator on the Mid- 
dle East peace talks, will be 
going to the region in the next 
few days for additional con- 
sultations with the parties. 


defeat. Only in Israel would 
you be referred to the first 
century when discussing 20th 
century politics — to the divi- 
sions among the Jews that 
helped the Romans destroy 
the Jewish state. 

Intensely sectarian 
although Israel is, and made 
more so politically by its sys- 
tem of proportional repre- 
sentation. there is a horror of 
the kind of polarisation that 
might lead to violence by 
Jews against Jews, or to grave 
political crisis. Because con- 
frontation with the settlers 
might lead in that direction, 
Mr. Rabin remains intensely 
reluctant to evacuate even 
the most dangerously situ- ' 
ated of the settlements. 
Assassination attempts, 
bombs, ambushes dance in 
people’s minds. While vio- * 
lence of that kind could con- 
ceivably happen, the anx- 
ieties seem to arise more 
from widespread worries ab- , 
out the loss of cohesion in 
Israeli society. 

Preoccupations of this kind 
do not make for clear think- 
ing. In their heart of hearts a 
majority of Israelis may well 
believe that there is not likely 
to be a genuine peace 


whether or not there is a 
withdrawal from the territor- 
ies. The question then re- 
mains how security is best to 
be assured, by carrying on 
with the morally and finan- 
cially costly business of rep- 
ressing the Arabs of Gaza 
and the West Bank or by 
getting out. Objective opin- 
ion points to the latter, which 
brings with it the chance for 
peace, and, if not, then belter 
security maintained through 
Israel's large advantages in 
conventional military force. 

Two weeks after the Heb- 
ron massacre a small group of 
young Israelis made their way 
to the curfewed town, tak'.ng 
backways and dodging Israeli 
soldiers to get in. Members of 
a tiny leftwing organisation 
called rhe Committee for 
Solidarity with Hebron, 
formed five months before 
the killings, they took with 
them money for medicine 
and food. As on previous 
trips they were courteously 
received and their aid 
accepted with thanks, but on 
this occasion some of Heb- 
ron’s Hamas leaders asked 
them to explain their political 
position. One of the group 
gave a speech in Arabic out- 
lining their belief in a wholly 
Secular state for all. The 
Hamas leaders then in turn 
outlined their views on an 
Islamic state, while emphasis- 
ing that they bore no hostility 
to Jews as Jews. The rwo 
sides parted with expressions 
of goodwill. 

That is an example of the 
kind of connection still being 
made in spite of the horror. 
To suggest that the Goldstein 
killing, after all the blood 
shed on both sides, in itself 
cuts off possibilities for peace 
must be wrong. This will re- 
main true even if there is a 
major retaliation by groups 
on the Palestinian side. 

The importance of the 
massacre for the Israelis 
ought to be that it offers a 
chance for an escape from 
tbeir own stereotypes and 
from the misleading language 
in which they conduct the 
internal argument about 
peace. It is understandable 
that Israelis are nostalgic for 
the old Israel of sacrifice and 
solidarity, and that they are 
intensely concerned with the-’ 
issues of Jewish defeat and 
Jewish division. It is dear, 
that the result on the political 
level is- a government that 
sees itself "surrounded by 
taboos and no-go areas which 
it does not wish to enter. But 
unless these questions of 
identity are coolly separated 
from the arguments about 
peace, they will continue to 
hamper its pursuit and could 
destroy it altogether. 

The Guardian. 



Jordan awaits consultations 

(Continued from page 1) The source, who askec 


scribed the resolution, passed 
late Friday after weeks of hag- 
gling. as a “good decision." 

He said that the resolution 
provided positive stipulations 
protecting the Palestinians in 
the occupied territories. 

Dr. Anani added that Jor- 
dan “viewed positively” the 
resolution’s call for accelerating 
the peace process and reitera- 
tion of the applicability of the 
1949 Fourth Geneva Conven- 
tion to the territories occupied 
by Israel in June 1967 including 
Jerusalem. 

A source in Jordan's delega- 
tion to the peace talks said an 
announcement by U.S. 
Ambassador Madeline 
Albright that Jordan. Syria and 
Lebanon had agreed to’ resume 
negotiations with Israel in 
April “is inaccurate." 


The source, who asked for 
anonymity, said that Jordan’s 
decision to consult with its 
Arab partners before resuming 
negotiations “does not mean 
that Jordan will not return” to 
the negotiating tabic in April 
as was announced by the U.S. 
envoy. 

The Kingdom, along with 
Syria and Lebanon, “only took 
a derision to cut short a round 
of bilateral talks between the 
heads of the negotiating teams 
in Washington in February.” 
The three teams left the U.S. 
capital three days before the 
scheduled end of that round. 

At the time. Jordanian 
sources said that the nego- 
tiators were not expected to 
return to Washington before 
April mostly to iccommodate 
religious holidays of the Mus- 
lims and Chrisfia is in March 
and early April. 


House votes to disband councils 


(Continued from page 1) 

articles of the 25-artide law. In 
a previous session, the House 
passed four articles. 

The House is to resume its 
debate of the draft law roday in 
an attempt to finalise and pass 
it before the end of its ordinary 
session on March 22. 

The House was expected to 
issue a statement on Friday's 
American vote on some items 
in United Nations Security 
Council Resolution 904 which 
condemned the Hebron mas- 
sacre. Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majaii asked that the 
issue be discussed in today's 
session. 

Deputy Ali Abu Ragheb, 
head of the Financial Commit- 
tee, told the Jordan News 


Agency, Petra, that the com- 
mittee had ret immended to 
the House that it accept the 
draft sales tax 1 w. 

Mr. Abu Raj. teb said the 
committee agre d with the 
government on th positivity of 
applying the sales ax law since 
it “aims at farilit. ting proce- 
dures and reducing idministra- 
tive costs, easing th. burden on 
citizens and broai ening the 
taxation base to ini vase self- 
.dependence.” 

He said that i ie main 
amendment to the ’raft law 
was a recommendatio. that the 
percentage of the gen- ral sales 
tax be reduced to sl ren per 
cent (the government i ad sug- 
gested a minimum ol Hi per 
cent and a maximum o 2(1 per 
cent). 




Economy 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, MARCH 20, 1994, 



AE unit 

su» 

viy 

jif. A7® ,J3 ~ 

t - :■ H ti 


A 

Vf 


'Jr 1 *w‘ U-#' vi*/ ii 



eager 
anesto 
Mines 


MAN ViSA (R) — Britain's 
■\vro» -ntornauon.:! Aerospace 
.i.s oil RJ70 aircraft 

i-.» pi'icnii.ji Middle Pastern 
iu*.[v:nefs. hv-pme to fill a rc- 

eron-i neeJ for light aircraft. 
. "We see the Middle East 
niiefiiU’ .» new phase of Je* 
»«■!•■; :r.’ : .-clonal routes, not 
■us: .:•« I.-eJers bui to meet the 
■I'reh lU.Mi.ind. partieuiarix from 
l’uv:;c»smen. tor frequent, 
th-irt toutes within the re- 
jisnrt." .-a ro’s Africa and Mid- 
i‘.’e East Vice President Jxxhn 
■JJcHuficM said. 

.-\xr->. s^-t up hx British Aeros- 
pace ru. (P-\E> it: |*.W3. de- 
rionsl rated its RJ7H light air- 
er.:!t t«;i Saturdax in the Gulf 
.Arab <ta!t of Bahrain, home 
base for the regional carrier 
Gulf Air 


N*:. Sch 'licit! said there xvjs 
sale., potential lor about 3n 


planes in the Middle East. 
L-aieh RJ7«I costs around 52> 
million. 


"The Gulf is experiencing 
tremendous growth and we see 
a need for required services to 
supplement their fleeis.” he 
added. 

Avro's public relations man- 
ager Terry Taylor said com- 
pany officials were holding 
talks with airline officials in 
Gulf states including Saudi 
Arabia's flag carrier Saudia. 

He refused to give any furth- 
er details but industry sources 
earlier said that Saudi original- 
ly had plans to spend between 
S200 and S300 million on light 
aircraft for short-haul and 
domestic flights us part of a 
major order' worth some So. 2 
billion. 

Officials from U.S. firms 
McDonnell Douglas Corp and 
Boeing Co. are due in Saudi 
Arabia later this month to dis- 
cuss prices, financing and de- 
livery schedules after Riyadh 
said it would buy between 50 
and 60 American jets wonh S6 
billion. 


Iran defers 
$5. 6b in debt 
arrears 
to West 


TEHRAN ( R) — Iran, its eco- 
nomy badly hit by low oil 
prices, said it had agreed with 
four Western countries to de- 
fer repayments on S5.6 billion 
in debt arrears. 

Iranian television said late 
Friday that Iran signed agree- 
ments with Swiss and Austrian 

officials allowing it to repay a 
total of 51 billion in debts 
owed to companies in the two 
countries by receiving 
medium-term credits. 

"The Si billion credit will 
cover overdue debts and those 
due up to March 1995.'* a 
television news report said. 

Iran has also signed similar 
agreements with Germany and 
a group of Japanese companies 
in the last month. Iran's official 
IRNA news agency said the 
Japanese credit was worth $2 
billion. 

“Taking into account the 
earlier contracts with Japan 
and Germany, a total of S5.6 
billion in credits to Iran has 
been negotiated and agreed 
upon." the television report 
said. 


African business leaders call for trade summit 


ARUSHA. Tanzania <R) — 
African business leaders called 
Saturday for a joint 
government-business summit 
nexr year to remove all restric- 
tions to trade within the conti- 
nent. 

“AH Africa needs is to cre- 
ate an enabling environment 
for trade." African Develop- 
ment Bank President Babacar 
Ndiaye told the annual meet- 
ing of the African Business 
Round Table (ABR) in north- 
ern Tanzania. 

“We shall do- this if the 
government leaders and busi- 
ness people sit together and 
find common ground to en- 
hance business and examine 
their priorities” he added on 


the last day of the conference. 

He called on Zambian Presi- 
dent Frederick Chiluba, who 
with Mozambican President 
Joaquim Chissano attended 
the conference, to put the 
proposal to an Organisation or 
African Unity summit in Tunis 
in June. 

He told reporters intra- 
African trade amounted to 
only two per cent of the global 
economy and Africans needed 
to remove finance and trade 
restrictions 3nd implement 
radical reforms. 

Mr. Chiluba urged Africans 
late Friday to embrace regional 
integration swiftly to offset 
Western economic domina- 
tion. 


He said with the conclusion 
of the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 
Africa would suffer a net loss 
of S2.6 billion in trade by the 
year 2006 while Europe, 
America and Asia would gain 
significantly. 

Business leaders said Afri- 
cans consumed more than their 
own indigenous industries 
could produce and also faced a 
collapse of prices of primary 
commodities, growing external 
debt of about S270 billion, and 
declining investment and 
financial assistance. 


They said. the solution lay in 
reforms ending government in- 
volvement in often loss-making 


state companies, the removal 
of visa restrictions, restruc- 
tured tariffs and fewer curren- 
cy controls. 

Conference experts said the 
business leaders largely skirted 
the question of conflicts in 
Africa at their Arusha forum. 

Mr. Chiluba said Saturday 
they could not ignore the fact 
that Africa suffered from insta- 
bility ranging from Liberia in 
the west to Somalia in the east 
and Sudan in the north to 
Angola in the south. 

He urged African leaders to 
move fast to help make peace 
and said African business must 
be a partner in such an en- 
deavour. 

Mr. Ndiaye called on Afri- 


cans to implement policies to 
rescue Africa from its depress- 
ed position in the global eco- 
nomy and help curb chronic 
poverty and a deterioration of 
facilities. .. 

Experts said 35 African 
countries had implemented 
radical economic reforms at 
the behest of international 
donors and in those states 
where changes were im- 
plemented fully, impressive 
rates of growth in markets and 
investment had been reached. 

About 300 business leaders 
from Cape Town to Cairo as 
well as senior government de- 
legations attended the ABR 
meeting. 


Airlines speed partnerships across Atlantic 


LONDON (AP) — The era of 
trans-Atlantic airline alliances 
took two big steps forward in 
less than 24 hours. 

A new aviation agreement 
between the United States and 
Germany will give United Air- 
lines and Lufthansa German 
Airlines the largest combined 
route system in the world, 
while British Airways retained 
its right to keep putting passen- 
gers onto US AIR domestic 


flights in America through a 
“code-sharing" arrangement. 

The big losers were Amer- 
ican Airlines and Delta Air 
Lines, which fought both 
deals. 

“It’s another example of the 
U.S. government caving into 
foreign pressure," said Amer- 
ican's London-based spokes- 
woman, Lizann Peppard. 

Among U.S. carriers, Amer- 
ican and Delta offer the most 


flights across the Atlantic — 
but they can expect to lose 
passengers to the competition 
as rivals marry up and combine 
services. 

It remains undear how all 
this jockeying in the sides will 
affect ordinary travelers. Bet- 
ter flight connections could be. 
one benefit. But people hoping 
for cheaper fares probably 
shouldn’t hold their breath. 

The United and Lufthansa 


OoBSair expected to strengthen against European currencies 


rhi< report is submitted by Nuser Nabulsi. private client 
row. Merrill Lvnch-Dubai 


Overview 


Fund. i ir.cnt.i! \ie\v: The dollar has been weakened in recent 
weeks hv a sharp rise in European and Japanese bond yields 
rebiixc io the U.S. and by ongoing U.S.-Japan trade frictions. 
Wc continue to expect the dollar to strengthen against 
European currencies in coming quarters as interest rates 
decline in Europe. But wc have moderated our 12-month 
target for the DM/USD rate from 1.85 to 1.80 in view of 
better-than-expectcd wage moderation in Germany that will 
help restore German competitiveness. Prospects for large 
current account surpluses to persist suggest that yen strength 
will continue and perhaps intensify over the coming year. We 
maintain our six-month target of JPY/USD 100 and our 
12-month target of JPY/USD 95. 

Technical view: After a solid week during the first week in 
March, the U.S. dollar index spent last week on the defensive. 
The greenback lost ground against four of the six currencies 
■vc most regularly monitor, most notably the Deutschemark 
and the Swiss franc. As a result, the index fell 1.3% for the 
week. This decline was a reflection of the weak medium term 
trend, since short term momentum is viewed as near oversold. 

We are of the view that rac current decline is serving to 
correct the Sept ember- January rally. This suggests that the 
weakness will be“IMrly weft contained. However, medium 
term momentum remain weak and. if last week’s low of 93.62 
is broken, further weakness to the 92.80 area would not be 
surprising. Although important resistance still exists at 97.50- 
°8.00. there is now interim resistance at 94.90-95.80. 


February and March suggest that further monetary easing is 
likely to be delayed for some time. 

We expect renewed economic weakness to lead to a 0.5% 
rate cut in late April or May. Persistent current account 
surpluses should keep upward pressure on the yen. Even if 
Japan agrees to some market access measures for U.S. 
companies, we still expect the current account surplus of 
nearly S120 billion this year. That should help the yen to 
continue to trade in the JPY/USD 100-to-110 range for most of 
this year and we expect it to reach a level as high as JPY/USD 
95 by this time next year. 

Technical view: The Japanese yen rallied 0.4% against the 
U.S. dollar last week. Sentiment indicators are still no worse 
than neutral. Short term momentum remains downwardly 
biased, but is not yet oversold. At the same time, medium 
term oscillators remain constructive and have the potential to 
remain so well into April. 

As a result . we are inclined to view any further weakness as 
temporary and think that a challenge of the recent highs is still 
likely. In that regard, a rally much through 101 JPY/USD 
would allow for at least 98. Benchmark support remains 
113-114, but intervening support at 105-106 and 109-110 will 
likely be. more important reference points in coming weeks. 

Deutschemark 


U.S. dollar during the week ended March 11. making it the 
strongest currency of the six we most regularly discuss. 
Medium term sentiment is deteriorating and is neutral. Short 
term momentum has been constructive, but did not confirm 
last week's strength, generating a negative divergence. 
However, medium term oscillators remain quite constructive 
and may well remain so until at least late April. 

All -of this suggests that, even though the dominant long 
term trend remains down, the immediate pressures in coming 
weeks should still be to the upside — possible short term 
weakness notwithstanding. Further strength through last 
week's high of 1.679 DM/USS would allow for 1.65-1.66. The 
former resistance at 1.694-1.704 is now support. The mark/yen 
cross spent most of last week above 62. While short term 
momentum is pointing up. medium term oscillators remain 
down. The 62.50-63.00 range is both chart and momentum 
resistance, so a rally through that benchmark would be 
significant. A break below 59 would at least nominally set the 
stage for 55. 


Pound sterling 


. : •! 


Japanese yen 


Fundamental view: The yen has weakened marginally in 
recent weeks io the JPY/USD 105. S level in response to 
i Jcncc of robust U.S. growth and signs that Japan is moving 
m reduce trade frictions. Although U.S. officials have avoided 
talking the yen up. many market participants have concluded 
that the administration favours yen appreciation as a way of 
cutting Japan’s trade surplus. Despite Japan's agreement to 
allow greater U.S. access to it cellular phone market. U.S. 
Trade Representative Mickey Kan tor testified to Congress 
that trade tension are likely to persist for some time. 

interest rate developments also appear to be lending 
support so the yen. HI- year government bond yields have risen 
»o • . i *’•» and futures markets are now discounting a tightening 
o: Japanese monetary policy oxer the next year. Data pointing 
a strong rebound in Japanese industrial production in 


Fundamental view: Despite further modest easing by the 
Bundesbank, the dollar remains under pressure against the 
Desutchemark at the DM/USD 1-69 level. The dollar's 
lackluster performance against the DM may reflect the 
attraction of higher bond yields in Germany and perceptions 
that Bundesbank easing will remain extremely cautious. 
Although Germany's GDP declined at a 2.8% annual rate in 
the fourth quarter, M-3 money growth remains well above thq 
Bundesbank's target range of 6% . The figure was distorted by 
special factors, but underlying money growth is still running 
around 7% hieh could contrib to further caution . ut 
easing. With U.S. growth of 7.a% in the fourth quarter, 
another round of monetary tightening is expected in coming 
weeks in the U.S. 

We do not expect another cut in Germany's discount rate 
until May or June, but despite the recent money growth shock, 
the Bundesbank is still likely to start trimming its repo rate 
soon. The outlook for inflation to moderate further looks 
excellent, especially given recent wage agreements which will 
keep wage growth well under 2%. 

We continue to look for German 3-month money rates to 
fall to close to 4.0% by early 1995 compared with 5.60% 
currently. We maintain our 12-month target of DM/USD 1.80, 
and expect the dolalr to reach the DM/USD 1.75 level in 3 
months. 


Fundamental view: The British pound fell sharply against the 
Deutschemark this week to DM/GBP 2.52, weighed down by 
speculation about a near-term interest rate cut to mitigate the 
impact of April 1 tax hikes. The pound is now 10 pfennigs 
below its recent early-January peak versus the DM. Recent 
data indicate weakness in retail sales and consumer sentiment, 
but surprising strength in the labour market should help to 
maintain consumer confidence. 

We expect the pound to rise to DM/GBP 2.70 in 12 months 
as short-term DM interest rates fall by 160 basis points 
compared to little or no faljl in sterling rates. The pound 
continues to trade at USS/GBP 1.49. We expect the pound to 
depreciate to U.S.S/GBP 1.46 in 12 months as short-term 
dollar interest rise modestly. 


Technical view: The Deutschemark gained 2.1% versus the 


Technical view: The British pound gained 0.7% versus the 
U.S. dollar last week. Sentiment remains near oversold, but 
short term momentum is still toppy. Medium term oscillators 
have lacked definition in recent weeks, but now appear to be 
picking up steam. Nonetheles, our parameters remain un- 
changed. 

A decisive breakdown from the trading range (51.46 
U.S.S/GBP) would allow for at least a test of the 1993 low 
near $1.43 and possibly long term support at S1.40-S1.42. The 
current area of SI. 50-51. 51 is viewed as first resistance. A rally 
through second resistance at S1.55 would set the stage for a 
challenge of the long term benchmark at SI. 60. Ifre DM 
cross-rate dropped to a new 1994 low last week, supported by 
medium term momentum oscillators. Support is at 2.50-2.51. 
Resistance has been lowered to 2.56-2.57. 
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*Wy cardiologist is concerned. It seems 
an old girlfriend turned my heart to 
stone back in h«gh school!” 
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deal got the go-ahead as Ger- 
many and the United . States 
came to terms Friday on a new 
aviation treaty. 

The British Airways-USAIR 
partnership was extended 
Thursday evening by U.S. 
Transportation Secretary 
Federico Pena. Mr. Pena had 
previously said be wanted a 
new aviation treaty with Bri- 
tain in place before granting 
such an extension, but he 
angered American and Delta 
by backing off from this de- 
mand. 

The main feature of the part- 
nerships, as in an earlier deal 
between Northwest Airlines 
and KLM Royal Dutch Air- 
lines, is the practice of code- 
sharing. The airline partners 
list connecting flights under 
one code number in computer 
reservations systems, which 
enables them to 1 get more 
bookings. 

This is because travelers be- 
lieve they are going on one 
airline, viewed by most people 


as the best way to fly because 
connections should be 
smoother and their luggage is 
less likely to be lost. 

For example. United’s deal ^ 
with Lufthansa will allow those 
carriers to promote direct 
flights from dozens of U.S. 
cities to Warsaw, a service that 
neither could offer by itself. 
United will pick up people 
somewhere in its vast U.S. 
route network and Lufthansa 
will drop them off in Poland 
after they have changed planes 
in Frankfurt. 


“We see code-sharing as 
being a marketing Innovation 
that is going to make carriers 
more effective and provide 
consumers with broader- 
ranging route networks." said 
Cyril Murphy, United’s vice 
president for international and 
governmental affairs, in a tele- 
phone interview Friday from 
Washington. 

But will consumers really 
benefit? 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY MARCH 20, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
The Sun enters Aries today as 
the Cancer (Moonchild) Moon 
trimes Mercury and Saturn mak- 
ing communications easy and a 
positive connection of mind and 
emotion with good common 
sense mentality, conversation is 
easy. 


ARIES: (March 21 » April 1*9) 
Make certain you handle 


any 


responsibilities you have'lh a 
most precise manner. Engage in 
favourite hobby with oongeniats 
for your peace of mind. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Use diplomacy instead of force- 
fulness with mate and you get 
along better. Make long-range 
plans to have more abundance 
for the hard times. 


you have in mind. Make practical 
plans for the days ahead in the 
ways to be successful. 

LcdRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
.ber 22) Make some needed 
changes at home so that you have 
more comfort there. Allow time 
for recreational activities you en- 
joy and bring you happiness. 
"SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) A good day to 
engage, in activities that most 
appeal to you. Adopt a philoso- 
phy that can be good for you in 
the future so that you can be 
successful. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Try to please family members 
and come to a better understand- 
ing with them. Take no risks 
where your reputation is con- 
cerned. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Plan how to have greater 
incomer in the days ahead. 
Analyse your aims ami gain the 
support you need from others for 
being prosperous. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Concentrate on how you can be 
more productive in the future. 
An intuitive prompting could be 
erroneous now so don't follow it 
at this time. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Try to enlist the help or 
loyal friends for a new project 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Try to have 
more harmonious relations with 
family members. Make plans 
that can bring advancement in 
your career and respect by 
others. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Outline projects you 
want to put in operation in the 
future. A good time to visit good 
friends and relatives who you 
have not seen recently. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Use good sense in 
handling matters of communica- 
tion and get excellent rcsufts. 
Make this a worthwhile day in 
any project you are involved in. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Enjoy small pleasures you 
like int he company of conge- 
niats. Show more devotion to 
mate and express happiness 
together during anytime 
possible. 
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ACROSS 
1 Totem — 

5 Qiy in Itafta 
9 Ghastly 

14 DOy 

15 Acknowledge 
openly 

16 Ante 

17 Leave the 
witness box 

IS Breakers 

20 Items on 
square-rigged 
ships 

21 Most rational 

22 — Grande 

23 Export 

24 Logic 

28 VendUon 
30 SwfrxSa 
34 — dtutet 

36 Lika — 
(impetuously) 

37 Cheerio 

38 boy!" 

39 wide open 

41 Angers 

42 Property ctakn 

43 Obstinate 

44 Texas city 

46 Camefot lady 

47 Shadow 

49 Fault 

50 Exploiter 

52 WWli acronym 
54 Cosset 
57 Suffered great 

anguish 
82 High up 

63 Certain tube 

64 French calmer 

65 Memory 
66Wlnegfcu 

tenure 

67 Pitchers 
60M*nUqfc#d 
69 "Had a farm. — 
0“ 





OOWH 

1Ma3 
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3 Vault 
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7 Trims the lawn 
B Plant “bearer 
9 Egyptian dam 
TO Halt 

11 Own 

12 — out (makes 
daj 

13 Hotbed 

18 Courageous one 
21 Ranked 

23 Hit 

24 Happy took 

25 Okie at home 

28 Certain 

American 

27 Defend 

29 V«0n maker 

S "MM 
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33 Bdterds stroke 

35— egg 
40 Equipment 
45 "-Jake _ 
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87 Above 
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{"Macbeth") 
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Economy 

Shaheen and 3M launch 
BUF-PUF in Jordan 

SHAHEEN Business and Investment Group, the sole distri- 
butor of 3M skin care products in Jordan, held a dinner at the 
Intercontinental Hotel Wednesday, Jan. 26, 1994 for the 
launch of BUF-PUF range of skin care products in Amman - 
Jordan. 

Mr. Husam Sha’ath, the Marketing Manager of Shaheen 
Business and Investment Group, inaugurated the function by 
an overview of the Group’s activities. 

Mr. Fadi Chahrouri from 3M briefed the audience on his 
company and the development of the BUF-PUF products. 
Tnen Ms. Salam Khoury, a prominent local beautician, gave a 
brief on the product with a demonstration on the use and 
benefits of the BUF-PUF range, which provides the very best 
daily skin-care using the most convenient and versatile ways 
and means. 

The BUF-PUF range was introduced in the Jordanian 
market through supermarkets, pharmacies and other special- 
ised outlets. 
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UJ5. Dollar in International Markets 



Currency 

New yoik 
Clc -sc. 

n " lr 17/3/94 

New Venk 
Clew. 

"■* 18/3/94 

Sterling Pound 

1.4939 

1.4905 

Deutsche Mark 

1.6803 

7.6968 

SJwfcH Franc 

1 .4383 

1.4475 

French Franc 

5.7533 

5.7670 

Japanese Yen 

105.73 

166.12 

European Curran Unit 

■ 7.7350** 

1.1380 

im> rw srt; 

Ijiropnoi llprotoe MO rn.ni. CMT 

Eurocurrency Imnot Raws 

Data- 

19/3/1994 


Currency 

7 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 


US. Dollar 

3.2500 

3.5625 

3.6750 

4.3125 

Sterling Pound 

4. 6750' 

4.6750 

4.9375 

5.0000 

Deutsche Mark 

5.6875! 

5.5625 

5.3750 

5.1875 

Swiss Franc 

3.8750: 

3.7500 

3. 6875 

3.6250 

French Franc 

6.0625 \ 

6.0000 

5.8125 

5.62501 

Japanese Yen 

2.0000 

2.1250 

2.1250 

2.1875 

European Currency Unit 1 

1BBB 

6.0600 

5.9 300 

5.8100 


IntrTluoL hid ™U-N for ; 


■ iwrik I -v Dollars I .noo.nia or cqumdeH. 


Metal 

LISCMOz 

JD/Cnt 

Saver 

5.47 

0.160 


Central Bank of Jordan Exchange Row Bulletin 



'= 19/3/7994 


Offer 


0.7030 


1.04S6 • 


0.4144 


o.mz 


0.1217 


Other Currencies 


Currmcy 


Bahraini Dinar 


k 19/3/1994 



JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, MARCH 20, 1994 


Sudan’s rich grow richer as poor suffer — economist 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan’s 
10 richest people, who control- 
led 38 per cent of the national 
income in 1978, now have 60 
per cent of it because of failed 
government policies, a former 
commerce minister said, in re- 
marks published Saturday. 

Forty per cent of the 
nation’s 21 million people, 
who then shared 12 per cent of 
the income, now only had eight 
per cent, said Mohammad 
Hashim Awad. economics pro- 
fessor at Khartoum University. 

In a critique of some of the 
economic policies of the gov- 


ernment of Lieutenant- 
General Omar Hassan AI 
Bashir, Dr. Awad said Sudan 
had huge land, animal and 
forestry resources and sat on a 
“lake of oil” from which it had 
not benefited. 

His article appeared in the 
independent newspaper Al 
Sudani Al Doulta which 
appeared Saturday for the first 
time in a week. 

The paper was suspended 
last March 10 by the Press and 
Publication Council for what it 
said was contravention of 
Sudan’s press law. 


Dr. Awad said Sudan, the 
biggest country in Africa, had 
not been able to exploit its 
resources because it concen- 
trated on irrigated agriculture 
and neglected the traditional 
rain-fed farming. 

Many government policies 
had been a total failure, he 
said. 

He cited exports, where he 
said the government had fore- 
cast export earnings topping 
$900 million in 1993-94. The 
figures now being mentioned 
ranged from $132 million to 
5200 million. 


“In other words, export 
earnings this year will be lower 
than last year, 1992-93. which 
were $300 million.” Mr. Awad 
said. 

Inflation was hitting all 
Sudanese, he said, blaming this 
on the falling value of the 
Sudanese pound attains* the 
‘U.S. dollar. 

In 1975 one Sudanese pound 
could fetch S3, he said. Today, 
more than 400 Sudanese 
pounds were needed to acquire 
one single dollar. 

Calling for the dollar rate to 


be controlled. Dr. Awad said 
the exchange rate had led to 
price hikes as many commod- 
ities in Sudan were imported. 

Since 1975, he said Sudan's 
gross domestic product (GDP) 
had increased by 25 per cent, 
but prices had risen by 1.725 
per cent. 

Government policy of eco- 
nomic liberalisation, intro- 
duced in 1992 and including 
decontrol of prices, had not 
succeeded in reducing the cost 
of living. 

Economic liberalisation had 


led not^only to increased prices 
for basic commodities but also 
to high production costs, he 
said. 

“Thus, while most citizens 
cannot afford to buy due to 
high prices, the producers too 
are unable to reduce prices 
because of the escalating cost 
of production,” Dr. Awad 
said. 

The war in southern Sudan, 
now almost 11 years old, was 
also costing the country dearly, 
especially in human resources, 
he said. 


Japanese household savings 
drop for first time in 31 years 


Kuwait seeks forfeited 
investment gains during war 



TOKYO (AP) — The average 
Japanese family's savings fell 
last year for the first time in 31 
years, in an indication that the 
nation's prolonged economic 
slump has finally begun hurting 
typical households. 

The average family had 
14.98 million yen ($141 320) in 
savings at the end of 1993, 23 
per cent less than a year ear- 
lier, the prime minister’s office 
reported Friday. 

It was the first decline in 
average household savings 
since 1962, an official in the 
prime minister’s office said. 
The typical family's nest egg 
had grown by 4.9 per cent in 
1992. 

Japanese have one of the 
highest saving rates in the 
world. In 1990 the average 


family saved 14.1 per cent of its 
income, compared to 12.2 per 
cent in France, 73 per cent in 
the United States, and 4.9 per 
cent in Britain, according to 
the Bank of Japan. 

Japan says its higher savings 
rate contributes to its giant 
trade surplus, since more 
money is available for invest- 
ment and less for purchases of 
imports. 

The 1 government has been 
trying to encourage Japanese 
to spend more to reduce the 
diplomatically conrentious 
trade surplus with the United 
states, while telling Americans 
they should save more. 

But last year’s drop in sav- 
ings probably reflects lower 
family, incomes more than a 
falling propensity to save, and 


therefore isn't likely to make 
more money available for 
buying foreign products. 

Initially, the economic 
slump affected companies 
more than individuals, since 
many corporations tried to 
honour Japan's custom of life- 
time employment. But as the 
recession has deepened and 
lengthened, companies have 
begun trimming work forces by 
cutting part-time employees — 
many of whom are women — 
and pressuring older workers 
to retire. 

The prime minister’s office 
said its survey of 6.200 house- 
holds found that time deposits 
continued to be the most popu- 
lar form of savings with a 47.0 
per cent share at the end of 
1993. down from 47.8 per cent 
a year earlier. 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait will 
seek to recover billions of dol- 
lars of potential investment 
gains forfeited due to Iraq’s 
1990-91 occupation, an official- 
said Saturday. 

Adel Assam, general mana- 
ger of the Public Authority for 
Assessment of Compensation 
for damages resulting from Ira- 
qi aggression. said Kuwait 
would also claim for costs 
associated with a $5.5 billion - 
sovereign loan signed after the 
1991 Gulf war. 

“We expen to submit a 
claim for the Kuwait Invest- 
ment Authority fKIA) and it 
will be in the billions of dol- 
lars,” Mr. Assam told Reuters. 

The KIA. the government's 
investment arm, oversees a 
multibillion dollar foreign in- 


vestment portfolio and ploys a 
role in the management of the 
government’s external debt. 

It sold billions of dollars in 
assets during and after the 
occupation and helped arrange 
the loan signed with interna- 
tional banks in December 1991 
to help the government meet 
heavy war and reconstruction 
costs. 

Under Gulf war ceasefire 
terms Iraq must compensate all 
losses caused by its invasion 
and occupation. 

Mr. Assam said the claim 
relating to the KTA was among 
several Kuwaiti claims still 
under preparation for eventual 
submission to the United Na- 
tions Compensation Commis- 
sion (UNCC). 


The Geneva-based commis- 
sion has already received more 
than $125 billion worth of 
claims from civilians, com- 
panies and governments for 
damages resulting from the 
occupation. 

Kuwait has so far submitted 
$14 billion of claims to the 
UNCC. 

Mr. Assam said the claim 
related to the KIA was made 
up of several items. One was 
the potential investment 
opportunity loss caused by the 
KlA's asset liquidation. He 
said the daim would not be a 
simple calculation of the worth 
of the assets sold. 

Other items in the KIA- 
related claim included costs 
associated with the sovereign 
loan. 
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FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel. 810605/810609/810520 ' 
Fax: 810520 


' RESTAURANT y. 


The only Restaurant that 
OITers real Chinese & Arabic 
Specialities under one roof 
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Security, Hospitality 
& Gastronomy 0 
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’ Serviced Suites In 
Grand Hotel Style I * 



INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS . ! 

GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS ’ 

IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DAN2AS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 77S TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 
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Amman - Tel. 668193 

P-0-Bqx 9«3 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates end 
Businessmen 


' CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel:B18214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight y 
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Qeslauranl & Tapas 

Cf / . <3. 

^ Mtrn ty ^ rs/stt. ; 

Jehel Amman. 3rd circle 
Tel. 61 5061 



The firsts best 
■ Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

isr Circle Jabai Amman. near 

Ahhyyah G o School 

Talc* away is avaftoMa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 63896$ 



The Best In 
Indian Cuisine. 


SELECT HOTEL 


@ Superior Hotel Services for 

Businessmen & Families & its 

I NeGrEsCo BaR 




@ Good Drinks & 
Excellent Snacks 
© Open Noons 
& Evenings 


Jabai Al Webdeh/Tel .63 7 1 Q 1/637 1 02 


LARASALOHAND 




Hairstyling, 
•hair removal 
with hot wax 
and Arabic way. 
Manicure, pedicure 
and facials. 
Sweifieh, 
opposite Boston 
Fried Chicken 
Tel. 862552 - 



SOI K UM.M ITHAINA 
AMMAN T EL. SI 5987 


Ohs F(l» I.VnCII & bl.VNFK 
,V For reservation* call 641361 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

« JUMBO photo 

size 30% larger 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grind la vs 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh cel: S23S91 


iZEEflWAN GARDENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
Typical Chinese Foods 
Stilted Chinese Chefs 




Take away is available 

Shat At-Arab Street 
Um Uthamah Commercial Centre 

TeL- 861174 
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TALK OF THE TOWN 
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Middle East Hotel • Shmeisani 
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Special Executive Luncheons j 

Take away service: I 
available • 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm j 
7.30-11.30 pm ! 
After the Philadelphia Hotel j 
Towards 3rd circle 1 


Tel. 659519 659520 




Daily Lunch 
Set TX&ctt, 


^NIGHTLY— 
Fine Bixuba^ 
and 

Live Music 


Parole . 

Abdoun -Jordan impermartfl ULDG. 
' 2nd floor Tel: 824677 
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Inter-Korean talks collapse 


SEOUL (R) — North Korea, 
warning that confrontation 
could lead (o war. walked out 
of a meeting with South Korea 
Saturday aimed at ending the 
dispute over the North's sus- 
pected nuclear weapons prog- 
ramme. 

The walkout makes cancella- 
tion of U,S. -North Korean 
talks scheduled for Monday 
almest certain, and efforts to 
impose international sanctions 
on the Stalinist regime more 
likely . 

“North Korea said that 
Seoul was not very far from 
here and that it could he in 
flames," South Korea's chief 
delegate Song Young- Dae told 
reporters after the meeting at 
the border hamlet of Panmun- 
iom. 

"Confrontations can spread 
to war. We are prepared to 
answer back with talks for talks 
or with war for war." Mr. Song 
quoted the North Koreans as 
saying. 

Mr. Song said it was the first 
time the North had talked of 
war during the border meet- 
ings. 

The officials did not set a 
date for their next meeting. 

“By the walkout. North 
Korea ignored our and interna- 
tional efforts for dialogue... 
There is no excuse for their 
actions.” South Korean Uni- 
fication Minister Lee Yung- 
Dug said in a statement. 

"Unlike our efforts for the 
exchange of special envoys. 
North 'Korea kept delaying 


talks and in the end threatened 
a war and unilaterally refused 
the talks." he said. 

Mr. Lee said the South stilt 
wanted to solve the nuclear 
issue peacefully. "We urge 
North Korea to come forward 
in a positive way to quickly 
resolve the issue." 

The two sides had met to 
resume talks on a proposed 
exchange of envoy's to discuss 
the North's suspected nuclear 
arms programme. The North 
Koreans walked out after 55 
minutes. 

The United States had made 
the exchange of envoys one of 
its conditions for resuming 
talks with the North. 

Northern officials at the 
talks, according to a Southern 
accounr demanded that the 
South stop crying to halt the 
talks with its "negative” atti- 
tude. They accused it of trying 
to hinder the third round of 
talks between Pyongyang and 
Washington scheduled for 
Monday in Geneva. 

The North also demanded 
that the two Koreas issue a 
“joint statement expressing the 
wilt to realise the envoy ex- 
change” before an agreement 
was signed. 

South Korea for its part de- 
manded that the North change 
its attitude and start discussing 
details of the exchange of en- 
voys instead of introducing un- 
related issues. 

At four previous rounds of 
border talks. North Korea said 


the South must abandon plans 
to deploy U-S. Patriot missiles 
and called for its president. 
Kim Young-Sam. to retract his 
statement accusing the North 
of developing atomic weapons. 

U.S. intelligence chiefs fear 
Pyongyang could already have 
a crude nuclear bomb. North 
Korea says its nuclear prog- 
ramme is peaceful. 

Inspectors from the Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) returned from a rwo- 

week tour of nuclear sites in 
North Korea Tuesday but said 
they could not verify com- 
pliance with the nuclear non- 
proliferation treaty which 
Pyongyang has signed. 

North Korea said Friday the 
inspectors' complaints were 
"utterly unjustifiable" and 
threatened to respond to any 
further pressure with "a reso- 
lute measure." 

President Bill Clinton said 
Friday he may resume "Team 
Spirit" military exercises with 
South Korea and send the Pat- 
riot anti-missile missiles there 
unless the North satisfies the 
U.N. inspection team. 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, asked at a news 
conference about resuming the 
exercises, said he would wait 
for the outcome of the border 
talks before any final decision. 

He told a U.S. television 
programme it was up to North 
Korea to defuse the situation. 
"There is an impasse tonight 
but the choice is North 


Korea's.” Mr. Christopher 
said. 

“They can comply with the 
inspections. 

"They can enter into talks 
with South Korea and really 
join the family of nations. In 
which case there’s a real possi- 
bility we’d be glad to have a 
third round of talks and wel- 
come them into a more normal 
relationship. 

"...If they want to go the 
other way, clearly the Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agency 
will refer the matter back to 
the United Nations and the 
question will have to be: What 
kind of sanctions?" he said. 

There was no immediate 
reaction from Washington 
Saturday to the breakdown of 
the border talks. 

China has restated its objec- 
tion to any United Nations 
sanctions against North Korea 
aimed at forcing it to open its 
nuclear plants for international 
inspection. 

"It’s an international rule 
now to solve all issues through 
dialogue,” Zhang Tingyan. 
ambassador to South Korea, 
said in an interview carried 
Saturday by the domestic 
Yonhap News Agency. 

"Why should the North Ko- 
rean nuclear problem be an 
exception? China cannot agree 
to sanctions or any other strin- 
gent measures. 

“Such measures are not only 
ineffective, they would only 
complicate matters, aggravate 
the situation.” Mr. Zhang said. 


Hosokawa 
arrives 
in China 


BEIJING (K.) — Japanese 
Prime Minister Morihiro 
Hosokawa arrived in Beijing 
Saturday to seek China’s help 
in ending the impasse about 
North Korea's nuclear inspec- 
tions. 

Mr. Hosokawa launched im- 
mediately into a quick tour of 
Beijing, sightseeing at the old 
imperial Forbidden City and a 
new subway stop before an 
official welcome hosted by Pre- 
mier Li Peng at the Great Hall 
of the People. 

While Japanese officials say 
the main thrust of Mr. Hosoka- 
wa "s visit will be to encourage 
economic cooperation, they 
also say Tokyo hopes to see a 
broader Chinese role in the 
intractable dispute over North 
Korea's nuclear intentions. 

Tensions jumped again this 
week after inspectors from the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) left North 
Korea saying they had been 
unable to verify Pyongyang's 
repeated statements that it is 
not building nuclear bombs. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
said Friday he might decide to 
resume military exercises with 
Seoul and send Patriot missiles 
there if North Korea docs not 
satisfy IAEA requirements. 

Border talks between North 
and South Korea on the nuc- 
lear i»ue broke down Suturday 
when Northern officials 
walked out. Washington is now 
almost certain to cancel a sche- 
duled meeting with Pyongyang 
Monday. 

A Japanese olficial. speak- 
ing in Beijing before Hosoka- 
w;fs arrival, said Tokyo was 
eager to see if China might be 
prompted to take a more active 
stance. 

"If North Korea goes nuc- 
lear. South Korea might be 
frustrated and strong opinion 
might form there to develop 
their own nuclear weapons, 
then people in Japan will say. 
uh> not Japan?" the official 
said. 

”Wc think it worthwhile to 
a&k China io pm more pressure 
on North Korea." 

China has said publicly it 
docs no: want to mediate in 
the dispute. Its ambassador to 
South Korea. Zhang Tingyan. 
restated that stance in an inter- 
view on the South Korean 
new’s agenev Yonhap Satur- 
day. 

"It's an international rule 
now to solve all issues through 
dialogue." Mr. Zhang said. 
"Why should the North Ko- 
rean nuclear problem be an 
exception? China cannor agree 
to sanctions or any other strin- 
gent measures. 

“Such measures are not only 
ineffective, they would only 
complicate matters, aggravate 
the situation." Mr. Zhamt 
added. 

Beijing is now one of the few 
international allies left for 
North Korea’s hardline leader 
Kim U-Sung. South Korean 
President Kim Young-Sam is 
due to visit China next week. 

Japanese officials said Mr. 
Hosokawa was likely to take a 
soft approach with Beijing on 
the North Korea issue as well 
as on human rights. And would 
no: make any overt links to 
fresh loans. 


Serbs renew demands 
for joining Bosnia deal 


SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnian 
Serb leaders are renewing con- 
ditions for joining efforts for 
an overall settlement of the 
Bosnian conflict embracing all 
three sides in the wake of a 
Croat-Muslim peace deal. 

The ink was hardly dry on a 
Croat-Muslim agreement 
signed in Washington Friday 
when Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic said inter- 
national trade sanctions 
against rump-Yugoslavia must 
be lifted for the Serbs to make 
peace in Bosnia. 

"We... are ready to sign a 
peace agreement at any time 
.hutrwe expea that all’- three 
sides would be treated equally, 
which includes the issue of the 
lifting of the sanctions," the 
Belgrade-based news agency 
Tanjug quoted Mr. Karadzic as 
saying. 

A senior Karadzic aide, 
Momcilo Krajisnik, echoed 
Serb calls for "equal treat- 
ment” Saturday, saying a re- 
cent Serb offer to open the 
airport of the besieged Muslim 
enclave of Tuzla was con- 
ditional on the presence of 
Serb officials, along with Rus- 
sian observers, there. 

‘Tuzla Airport must have 
the same treatment as Sarajevo 
Airport, which is on the Serb 
side yet is controlled by Mus- 
lim officers," he said. 

Mr. Karadzic announced af- 
ter talks in Moscow earlier this 
month that Serb forces would 
allow Tuzla Airport — dosed 
since the beginning of the Bos- 
nian war — to open provided 


Russian monitors and a Serb 
team made sure relief flights 
did not cany weapons. 

The United Nations imposed 
tough trade sanctions almost 
two years ago on rump Yugos- 
lavia — made up of the former 
Yugoslav republics of Serbia 
and Montenegro — for its 
backing of ethnic Serbs in the 
Bosnian war. 

Banning all trade with 
Yugoslavia and freezing its 
assets abroad, the sanctions 
were meant to pereuade Ser- 
bian President Slobodan 
Milosevic to stop supporting 
his Bosnian kin and help work 
towards “a settlernertt irf. Bosf 
nia. 

But even as Croatia and 
Muslims signed their federa- 
tion pact in Washington. U.S. 
Secretary' of State Warren 
Christopher said sanctions 
should remain in place until 
there were peace settlements 
both in Bosnia and the Serb- 
occupied Krajina region of 
Croatia. 

Serb-Croat talks on the Kra- 
jina region, a flashpoint of 
tension in former Yugoslavia, 
are scheduled to begin under 
Russian sponsorship in the 
Croatian capital of Zagreb 
next Tuesday. 

Agreement to discuss the 
issue stemmed from shuttle di- 
plomacy by Russian special en- - 
voy Vitaly Churkin, whose 
peace efforts have been coor- 
dinated with the United States. 

Mr. Churkin will be hosting 
the talks at the Russian embas- 
sy in Zagreb. 


Berlusconi 
hits back 
at mafia 
accusations 

ROME (R) — Media mil- 
lionaire Silvio Berlusconi hit 
back Saturday at suggestions 
that the right-wing alliance be 
leads into this month's Italian 
election is backed by the 
mafia. 

“These vulgar lies are just a 
cheap electoral ploy," his 
spokesman told reporters as 
Mr. Berlusconi prepared to hit 
the campaign trail in .the mafia 
stronghold of-Sfertyf - ■ 

• 'Interior Minister Nicola 
MantincT'bhd' warned Friday - 
the mafia would be a force in 
the March 27/28 election and 
added: "They say that in Sicily 
their tendency will be to sup- 
port (Berlusconi's) Forza Ita- 
lia.” 

More accusations came from 
Mr. Berlusconi's leading rival 
Achille Occhetto, who said 
Forza Italia (Go Italy) was also 
receiving mafia help in the 
southern Calabria region. 

Forza Italia was leading Mr. 
Occfaetto’s leftist alliance by a 
narrow margin when opinion 
polls ended last week. But 
political analysts say the out- 
come of the election is too 
dose to call. 

Mr. Berlusconi’s spokesman 
Antonio Tajani challenged the 
interior minister to put up or 
shut up. 

“If Mancino has evidence to 
back his charges, then be 
should come out with it.” he 
said. 


ANC wants purge of S. African police 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
The ANC Saturday demanded 
a purge of all policemen found 
involved in running guns to its 
Zulu-based Inkatha Freedom 
Party rival and other dirty 
tricks to undermine South 
Africa's transition to democra- 
cy. 

Appeals Court Judge 
Richard Goldstone said be had 
evidence that the deputy police 
commissioner. General Basie 
Smit, was among those in- 
volved. 

“This is just a tip of an 
iceberg. The ANC believes a 
lot of people are still involved 
in such dirty tricks. Urgent 
action must be taken to weed 
out all those involved," said 
African National CongTess 
spokesman Carl Niehaus. 

The judge told a news con- 
ference Friday that fast action 
was needed to avoid further 
destabilisation before the re- 
public's first all-race election 
on April 26 to 28. The ANC is 
'expected to win comfortably. 

Most of the actions listed by 
Judge Goldstone. including the 
supply of weapons and the 
fuelling of violence on trains 
and in migrant worker hostels, 
were directed at helping In- 
katha which has said it is 
boycotting the election. 

President F.W. De Klerk 
said Gen. Smit. Police Intelli- 
gence Chief Major-General 
Krappies Engelbrecht, 
Lieutenant-General Johan Le 
Roux and other officers were 
being put on compulsory leave 
following the Goldstone re- 
port. 

He also ordered an ‘inves- 
tigation by the multi-party 
Transitional Executive Council 
(TEC). 

Mr. De Klerk said: "I would 
like to highlight that rhe report 
emphasises that we are dealing 
with the possibility of a re- 
latively small group of people. 
It would be more than grossly 
unfair to say that the entire 
police force is involved." 

He added that nothing in the 
report substantiated "third 
force" allegations by Nelson 
Mandela’s ANC. 

But Mr. Niehaus said those 
implicated were not just a “few 
rogue elements." 



Supreme Court Judge Richard Goldstone (right) and South 
African President F.W. De Klerk bold a joint press conference 
in Pretoria. Three police generals and a number of high- 
ranking policemen are strongly implicated in gun-running and 
violence aimed at torpedoing South Africa's first all-race 
election next month, a commission into political violence said 
(AFP photo) 


“If the deputy commissioner 
of police is involved in such 
tricks, then there is something 
seriously wrong somewhere. 
This matter will not be left to 
rest even after the election. A 
new government will have to 
cut it to the bone," he said. 

Inkatha leader chief Man- 
gosuthu Buthelezi said he was 
not aware that senior members 
of his party had received guns 
from top generals. 

Zac De Beer, leader of the 
Liberal Democratic Party said: 
“Evidence has been mounting 
for many years that the Nation- 
al Party ran a corrupt adminis- 
tration. I think it-is time for all 
voters to understand that De 
Klerk's party is grubby, dis- 
reputable organisation.” 

Political analysts said De 
Klerk and his colleagues had 
been naive in publicly saying 
they trusted the generals. 

Judge Goldstone was 
appointed by the government 
to investigate the causes of 
political violence which has kil- 
led about 15,000 people in four 
years of apartheid reform. 
ANC and Inkatha rivaliy has 
been blamed for most of the 
deaths. 

The Goldstone report said 
an experienced officer, identi- 
fied only as "Q". made the 
allegations to investigators. 


He said the three generals 
and a group from a police base, 
Vlakplaas, had until 18 months 
ago been involved in making 
homemade guns. ‘ 

Q said Gen. Smit and Gen. 
Englebrecht initiated the gun 
project with the support of 
Inkatha leaders to orchestrate 
violence. This also involved 
weapons training for Inkatha 
members. 

People involved included a 
Colonel Eu'gene De Kock. 
officers from Durban and vola- 
tile townships east of Johan- 
nesburg. and the then- 
commissioner of police in 
Buthelezi’s Kwazulu home- 
land, General Jac Buchner. 

Inkatha paid Col. De Kock 
for the arms, the report said. 

Meanwhile. Zimbabwean 
President Robert Mugabe 
urged Zulu leaders Saturday 
from declaring a sovereign 
state in South Africa, saying 
the move would lead to disas- 
ter. 

Addressing an Organisation 
of African Unity (OAU) meet- 
ing political developments in 
South Africa." - Mr. Mugabe 
said Zulu Chief Mangosuthu 
Butbelezi and his Inkatha 
Freedom Party must "pluck 
their courage and resolve” to 
take part in the country's first 
all-race elections next month 


Iranian plane may have 
.been shot down — -Karabakh 


MOSCOW (R) -- Officials in 
the disputed enclave of 
Nagorno-Karabakh Saturday 
said an Iranian .aircraft which 
crashed in the region, killing 
all 32 people on board, could 
have been shot down, ITAR- 
TASS news agency reported. 

“Local experts do not ex- 
clude the possibility that the 
Iranian plane was shot down 
by the Azerbaijani side," 
TASS said. 

Azerbaijan, involved in a 
six-year conflict with Armenia 
over Karabakh, has already 
strongly hinted Armenian 
forces shot down the C-130 
Hercules transport plane late 
Thursday. 

A team of Iranian experts 
Saturday flew' to Stepanakert, 
capital of the enclave, and 
started investigating the crash. 

Russia’s ITAR-TASS news 
agency Friday quoted military 
experts as saying the plane. 


which lost height after the 
cockpit became depressurised, 
"could well have been shot 
down by a mobile anti-aircraft 
missile system." 

Armenian officials said Fri- 
day die Hercules, taking rela- 
tives of Iranian embassy staff 
home from Moscow for New 
Year celebrations, was about 
100 kilometres off course. 

Investigators said Friday 
technical problems probably 
were to blame for a crash. 

The American-made C-130 
was flying from Moscow to the 
Iranian capital, Tehran, with 
19 passengers and 13 crew 
members when it crashed in 
snowy mountains late Thurs- 
day, officials said. 

An Armenian government 
official who spoke on condition 
of anonymity said the pilot 
contacted the airport in Arme- 
nia’s capital, Yerevan, and said 
he was having technical prob- 
lems. 


Troops report losses as Cambodian army clams up 


TRENG COMMUNE. Cam- 
bodia (R) — Cambodian gov- 
ernment forces battling for 
hills around an important 
guerrilla-held town imposed a 
news blackout on their opera- 
tions Saturday, but returning 
troops spoke of losses. 

"I am under stria orders not 
to release any information ab- 
out the situation at Pailin," 
one general said at the Sth 
Military Region Headquarters 
at Bat torn bang, the provincial ■ 
capital. 

The army has refused to 
allow reporters to visit the 
front near the Khmer Rouge- 
held town and has set up a 
checkpoint at Treng. 30 
kilometres east of the town to 
prevent access. 

A Western diplomat in 
Phnom Penh said embassy con- 
tacts had also been refused 
access and Defence Ministry 
officials had declined to give 
details of the army operations. 

A government official said 
King Norodom Sihanouk, who 
earlier appealed against any 
fighting, had warning of the 
dangers of an attack on Pailin, 
largely deserted but well de- 
fended by Khmer Rouge artil- 
lery in surrounding hills. 

Soldiers reluming from the 
front said they were prevented 
from occupying Pailin until the 
bills were secured. 

They said fighting was con- 
tinuing and the government 
army was taking casualties- No 
precise figures were available. 

Soldiers and officials said 
army units backed by tanks 
and rocket-firing helicopters 
began attacking guerrilla post- 



Cambodian government tanks line up on Route 
10, some 10 km from Khmer Rouge stronghold 
of Pailin, waiting for orders for the final assault. 

lions in the hills Thursday 
afternoon. 

Soldiers described frontline 
conditions as very hard. Food 
and water were short, land- 
mines in abundance and the 
region rife with malaria. 

A doctor at Battambang 
Hospital said about 40 soldiers 
had been treated this week, 
half of them for landmine in- 
juries. The diplomat said he 
had reports of some SO govern- 
ment casualties since it began 
advancing on Pailin last 
month. 

The diplomat said Defence 


Troops have since advanced to within 4 km, 
according to some sources, and expect the final 
assault within days (AFP photo) 

Ministry officials had tried to 


stress that the army’s opera- 
tions were not offensive. 

"I think that’s because they 
are worried about the king’s 
displeasure and there could be 
some dissemion about how to 
proceed. It also gives them a 
way out if things don't work 
out as intended,” he said. 

Soldiers said there was con- 
cern the Khmer Rouge might 
attempt to lure government 
forces into a trap at Pailin by 
letting them take the town then 
counter-attacking in force to 
recapture it as they did recent- 


ly at thier northern stronghold 
of Anlong Veng. 

"The Khmer Rouge are us- 
ing the same strategy as they 
used in Anlong Veng," said 
Colonel Yuth Sony, based in 
the town of Bavel to the north- 
east of Pailin. "They have pul- 
led out their main strength, but 
when the town is occupied they 
will launch their main attack.’' 

The government has assem- 
bled a force of some 7,000 men 
backed by tanks, helicopters 
and multiple rocket launchers 
for the campaign on the town 
lost to the Maoist Khmer 


Rouge in 1989. 

Bounded by rugged, heavily 
wooded hills, Pailin is the cen- 
tre of one of South East Asia's 
richest gem mining districts. 

Mining is the guerrillas' 
main source of income, bring- 
ing in millions of dollars a 
month. 

The Khmer Rouge has 
warned that any attack on 
Pailin would result in a re- 
sounding defeat for the gov- 
ernment. 

The diplomat said he 
thought it would be dangerous 
militarily for the government 
to try and take the town as it 
would be vulnerable to attack 
and difficult to hold. 

Capturing it would be a 
largely symbolic victory, he 
said. 

In Bavel, officers said they 
had been ordered to act as a 
blocking force against any di- 
versionary Khmer Rouge 
attacks. 

Asked if the capture of 
Pailin would be the end for the 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas. Col- 
onel Sany replied: “It will not 
mean we wall have destroyed 
the Khmer Rouge and that the 
war would end but it will 
weaken them and help destroy 
their morale." 

He said the guerrillas in 
Bavel district were laying new 
minefields and attacking out- 
lying villages. 

More than 1,000 families 
have been forced from their 
homes in Ampil Pram Daeum 
Commune 12 kilometres west 
of Bavel since Khmer Rouge 
guerrillas launched attacks on 
Feb. 25. 


French 
poll to be 
1st test for 
Balladur 


PARIS (R) — Prime Minister 
Edouard Balladur, after a year 
in office marked by recession 
and social conflict, faces bis 
first electoral test Sunday when 
voters choose more than 2,000 
local councillors across France. 

Cantonal elections are often 
dominated by parish pump 
issues, but the vote will help 
gauge the impart of record 
unemployment and street pro- 
tests on a centre-right coalition 
which swept to power in a 
landslide victory a year ago. 

Some 18.5 million voters are 
called to decide who controls 
France’s 95 departments, the 
administrative districts in 
charge of public services out- 
.side urban areas. The two- 
round vote includes a second 
ballot the following Sunday. 

Gaullist former Minister 
Alain Peyrefitte. in a from 
page column for the daily Le 
Figaro, urged readers to take 
the trouble to vote, saying that 
a poor performance for the 
ruling coalition parties would 
affect Mr. Balladur’s standing. 

The usual abstention rate for 
such elections is around 40 per 
cent. 

“What is certain is that the 
results, if they are bad, will 
be used against the prime 
minister and his government — 
they will encourage rebellion 
in the coalition ranks and the 
virulence of those in opposi- 
tion," he wrote. 

He said the opposition 
Socialist Party, which crashed 
to a mere 18 per cent in the 
March 1993 general election, 
would exploit any improve- 
ment to claim it had "wiped 
out last year's disaster." 

Nationwide and sometimes 
violent protests by Air France 
workers, fishermen and stu- 
dents among others have 
tested Mr. Balladur’s coalition 
of the Gaullist Rally For the 
Republic (RPR) and the cen- 
.tnst Union for French Demo- 
cracy (UDF). 

The short campaign for the 
focaj polls has been dominated 
by controversy over Mr. Balla- 
anrs policy on youth unem- 
ployment. 

Trade unions and students 

55* * la J e ? four marches 
through Pans and dozens of 
provincial demonstrations to 
jemand he scrap a new la W 

^r7JL' V0 ^ 8 P^P 16 to be 
paid less than the national 

minimum wage on so-called 
‘training contracts" 


A tulip blooms in 
the White House 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Ah’ 
the little extras that come witn 
life in the White House. The 
embassy of the Netherlan* 
announced Friday that it would 
name a new tnKp variety after 
first lady Hillary Rodham Can- 
ton. Mis. Clinton will "christ- 
en the new ‘Hillary Clinton’s 
tulip at a special ceremony at 
the Netherlands residence 
Tuesday, the embassy said in a 
statement “It sounds like a lot 
of fun and an honour,” said 
Neel Lattimorc, a spokesman 
for the first lady. The cere- 
mony is part of festivities 
marking the 400th anniversary 
of the first flowering tulips in 
the Netherlands. More than 
11,000 tulip will be on display 
at the residence. 

U.S. bars Cuban 
dancers from 
Hollywood event 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
United Slates has rejected en- 
try visa requests for taro Cuban 
dancers invited to perform at 
the motion picture Academy 
Awards ceremony Monday 
night in Los Angeles, State 
Department officials said Fri- 
day. They said the government 
generally does not allow pro- 
fessional entertainers from 
Cuba to perform in the United 
States because of the U.S. 
embargo. Even if the dancers 
performed free of charge, their 
appearance would contribute 
to their “reputation, marketa- 
bility and future earnings,” all 
grounds for rejection of visa 
requests, the officials sa^- the 
Cuban dancers prevented from 
attending are Lienz Oiang Oli- 
va, a Chinese Cuban, and 
Maria Del Rosario Suarez. 
The officials said that visas 
were granted for Cuba's most 
famous ballerina, Alicia Alon- 
zo, and a representative of a 
ballet magazine. Alonzo will 
attend the ceremony as an 
observer. Cuba’s was one of 
eight national dance com- 
panies invited to send repre- 
sentatives to perform at Mon- 
day's event. 

Pope warns of 
voodoo risk 
in Haiti 

VATICAN CITY (R) — Pope 
John Paul has called on the 
Haiti’s bishops to reject 
voodoo and to avoid mixing 
the cult with Catholicism. Ab- 
out 80 per cent of Haitians are 
Roman Catholic but most also 
believe in voodoo, a creed 
based on communication with 
spirits while believers are in a 
trance. “It would be dangerous 
if it (voodoo) favoured the 
worst kind of nationalism," the 
Pope said in a speech to 
bishops from Haiti.. The West- 
ern hemisphere's poorest na- 
tion. He warned the bishops 
that voodoo should not allow 
the creed to overran the is- 
land’s heritage. Voodoo has 
been tightly enmeshed with 
Haiti's turbulent politics since 
former dictator Francois “Papa 
Doc" Duvalier set np the 
feared Tonton Macoutes mili- 
tia in the late 1950s. “A domi- 
nant current runs through 
Haiti's population which some- 
times tends to reduce Haitian 
culture to the dimensions of 
voodoo," the Pope said. The 
Pope called on the bishops to 
stay away from mixing voodoo 
with Catholicism. “A clear 
stand is needed • to avoid the 
danger of confusion. " 

13 boys shave 
their heads for 
ailing friend 

California 

(AP) — In Mr. Alier’s fifth- 
grade class, it’s impossible to 
ten which boy is. undergoing 
chemotherapy. Nearly all the 
boys are bald. Thirteen of 
them shaved their beads so a 
sick buddy wouldn’t feel out of 
place. “If everybody has their 
head shaved, sometimes peo- 
Pj® ?° a '\ !“«>* who’s who. 
They don’t know who has can- 
«*, and who just shaved their 
head, said 11-year-old Scott 
Sebebus, one of the baldies at 
Lake elementary School, for 
th« record, Ian O’Gorman is 
me sick one. Doctors recently 

8 tumour 

from Jus small intestine, and a 

MrtLS? 0 hc started che- 
^?jrepy to . trcat toe disease, 
called lympnoma. "Besides 
sm’geiYi I had tubes up ™ 
“P*- 1 ■ ^® d butterflies m mv 
stomach, ' said Ian, 2JH 

mMhS? 1 ®° re Weefa of che- 
motherapy m an effort to k*l 

Wn us* the 

last thing he wZh! *' T 1 ** 
w h!^ ,tobc ^W m 

10 «“»« tS 
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Pistons, Bulls, Hornets, 
JSawks win thrillers 


PHOENIX, Arizona (R) — It 
was one of those nights in the 
NBA Friday when game after 
game goes down to the final 
seconds. 

In Phoenix, Joe Dumars hit 
a 15-foot jumper with 3.6 
seconds left to cap a 30-point 
performance and lift the De- 
troit Pistons to a 114-113 vic- 
tory over the Suns. 

After Dumars’ shot, 
Phoenix could not capitalise on 
a chance to win when Kevin 
Johnson drove the lane and, 
under heavy pressure from 
Terry Mills, missed a layup. 

The lowly Pistons (1SW6) 
showed signs of turning into 
giant killers as they improved 
to 3-0 on a current four-game 
road trip, including a victory at 
league-best Seattle Tuesday. 

Charles Barkley scored a 
game-high 31 points and grab- 
bed 12 rebounds for the Suns 
(41-22). 

In Chicago, See trie Pippen 
scored 22 points, including a 
pee throw with 40 seconds left 
that put Chicago up for good, 
and Steve Kerr made two free 
throw kwith 8.7 seconds to go 
as the Bulls beat the Seattle 
Supersonics 87-S4. 

Seattle had two chances to 
tie but Kendall Gill, who had a 
game-high 23 points, and Gary 
Payton missed 3-pointers. 

The Sonics, the only team 
that has clinched a playoff 
berth, dropped to 46-17. " 

The Bulls won for the fifth 
time m their last six games. 

In Charlotte, Alonzo 
Mourning scored 21 points and 
blocked Karl Malone's poten- 
tial game-tying shot in the final 
seconds as the Hornets over- 
came a first quarter in which 
they scored just eight points to 
defeat the Utah Jazz 82-78. 

Hersey Hawkins added 18 
points for the Hornets, who 
have won three straight and 
five of their last six. 

Malone scored 21 points and 
snared 13 rebounds for the 
Jazz, who have lost three of 
their last four after a 10-game 
winning streak. 

At Indiana, Danny Man- 
ning's slam dunk with 27 points 
to go helped the Atlanta 
'^awks snap the Pacers' 11- 
game home winning streak, 
81-78. 


The win moved the Hawks 
into a tie with the idle New 
York Kmcks for the best re- 
cord in the Eastern Conference 
at 44-19. 

In Philadelphia, Isaiah Rider 
hit two free throws with 21.7 
seconds left in the fourth quar- 
ter to give the Minnesota Tim- 
berwolves a 100-98 victory 
over the 76ers, snapping a 14- 
game road losing streak. 

Stacey King scored a season- 
high 20 points and grabbed a 
career-high 16 rebounds for 
Minnesota, which posted its 
first road win since Jan. 12 at 
Dallas. 

The Wolves have won just 
two of their last 11 games, both 
victories coming against Phi- 
ladelphia in the last five days. 

In Orlando, Shaqnille 
O'Neal 38 points and 15 re- 
bounds powered the Magic 
past the Cleveland Cavaliers 
113-96. 

Dennis Scon added 28 for 
the Magjc, who won their 
second in a row. John Williams 
scored 21 for the Cavaliers, 
who have dropped four 
straight following an 11 -game 
winning streak. 

At Los Angeles, Derrick 
Coleman bad 25 points and 11 
rebounds and Johnny Newman 
had nine points in a key 18-7 
second-quarter run, lifting the 
New Jersey Nets to a 102-90 
victory over the Lakers. 

The Nets, who also got 21 
points and 11 assists from Ken- 
ny Anderson, remained 4!£ 
games in front of Charlotte in 
die race for the final Eastern 
Conference playoff berth. 

In Denver, Mitch Richmond 
scored 29 points and the Sac- 
ramento Kings took control 
early — 30-17 after the first 
quarter — en route to a 115- 
103 win over the Nuggets. 

In Portland, Clyde Drexler 
scored six of bis 28 points in a 
14-0 run late in the third quar- 
ter as the Trail Blazers beat the 
Washington Ballets 122-104. 

Rod Strickland added 28 
points and seven assists for the 
Blazers, who snapped a four- 
game losing streak. 

Tom Gngliotta had 32 
points, nine rebounds, and 
nine assists for Washington, 
which lost its fourth straight. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Kenya enter Kirui in world championships 

NAIROBI (R) — World 5,000 metres champion Ismael Kirui 
of Kenya has been entered in the Budapest world cross 
country championships next Saturday as an individual, offi- 
cials said Saturday. They said Kirui was entered after he 
apologised to the Kenya Amateur Athletics Association 
(KAAA) Friday for arriving home a week later than scheduled 
after running in San Vitore, Italy. KAAA Chairman Isiah 
Kiplagar said Teda Lorupe. fourth in the women’s 10,000 
metres at the Stuttgart World Championships, had apologised 
Saturday for also overstaying in Europe and the KAAA was 
considering whether to send her to Budapest. “It (her 
apology.) might be too late.” said Kiplagat, adding that 
Kenya's team was unchanged as Kirui was going as an 
individual. Both runners were dropped from the Kenyan team 
for Budapest earlier this week. 

Enza sailing at record breaking pace 

LONDON (R) — Enza New Zealand continued to sail at 
record-breaking pace Friday in its bid to break the non-stop 
round-the-world record of 79 days and six hours. With just 18 
days and little more than 4000 miles to the finish line m Brest, 
co-skippers Peter Blake (NZ) and Robin Knox-Johnston 
(GBR) had opened up a lead of 558 miles over French rivals 
^Lyonnaise des Eaux-Dumex. The next few days will be 
critical, however, as both enter the Doldrums and navigate 
their way through areas of no wind. “Our advantage over 
Lyonnaise has been increased from 90 miles in 19 hours,” said 
Blake. 


QOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
&TANNAH HIRSCH 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*J53 ?J6 0AKJ4 *AKJ9 

Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one dub. What 
action do you take? 

Q.2 — East- West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

49 7Q96 .'Q1053 4AKQ86 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 * Pass I 4 Pass 
*» 

What do you bid now? 

Q.3 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*Q76 VQJ9765 OK *J72 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
spade. What do yon respond? 

Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, aa South 


you hold: 

4AK7SB2 7K102 02 *A106 
The bidding baa proceeded: 

North East South West 
1 0 Pass 1 * Paaa 
I NT Pass 7 
What do yoo M4 now?. 

Q East-West vulnerable, aa 
Sooth yon hold: 

432 S7Q9765 00806 *K6 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 
3 0 Pass 7 

What action dd you take? 

Q.6 — Ah Sooth, vulnerable, yon 

hold: 

4KJ9543 9102 0AK4 *A10 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one diamond. 
Whet action do you take? 


Faisali maintains comfortable lead as 
Wihdat advances to second place 


By Aleen Bamtayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — With only five 
weeks left in the Kingdom’s 
first division soccer cham- 
pionship, the only certain fact 
seems to be A1 Faisali's un- 
disputed 43 point lead atop 
the 12 team standings. The 
rest of the teams are vying 
either for an advanced posi- 
tion or trying to run away 
from the dim prospect of 
relegation in the case of the 
last four teams. 

Although A1 Faisali were 
held to a goalless draw 
against A1 Qadissieh, they 
managed to keep a 12-point 
lead and are very dose to 
retaining the title they have 
won in seven of the past 13 
seasons. 

Both teams had valid scor- 
ing chances in the second half 
of the match but A1 Qadis- 
sieh’s Mustafa Adam and 
Mazen Shahin, and A1 Faisa- 
ii's Jiryes Tadros were unsuc- 
cessful. AI Faisali thus con- 
tinued their unbeaten record 
while A1 Qadissieh continued 
their remarkable second leg 
record of three wins and two 
draws which has enabled 
them to maintain 6th place 
for now. 

Former champions A1 
Wihdat jumped to second 
place after a 2-2 draw against 
8th-placed A1 Arabi. 

With most of their veterans 
now back on the team after 
settling a row with the dub’s 
board of directors, Al Wihdat 
burdened Al Arabi's defence 
with continuous attacks from 
the outset of the match. 

Talal Raba'iah and Mar- 
wan Al Shamali stunned Al 
Arabi when they scored two 
consecutive goals in the 33rd 
and 35th minutes. 

Al Arabi's Ahmad Subh 
managed to score a goal in 
the 45th minute, ending the 
first half 2-1. 

As Al Wihdat concen- 
trated on defence, Al Arabi 
did not give up and substitute 
Mohammad Alawneb equal- 
ised in the 87th minute. 

In another match. Al 
Ramtha moved from 5th to 
4th place after defeating 


'Sahab 2-0. 

Al Ramtha needed the win 
not_ only to improve their 
standing, but to give their 
fans and players a moral 
boost after disappointing 4-2 
and 3-1 defeats against Al 
Baqaa and Yarmouk. 

Ai Ramtha demonstrated 
their determination to win 
when striker Mouaffaq Abu 
Hdeib attacked Sahab's goal 
but was tackled and awarded 
a penalty shot from which he 
scored the first goal in the 
first minute. 

Although Sahab’s Moham- 
mad Al Ashhab and Moham- 
mad Sabra put up a big 
effort, they seemed to lack 
accuracy, while Al Ramtha's 
veteran Rateb Al Daoud was 
instrumental in assisting his 
teammates to score their 
second goal in the 47th mi- 
nute. 

As lowly teams Al Yar- 
mouk. Sahab, Fuheis, and Al 
Jazireh struggle to avoid re- 
legation, their results in the 
upcoming weeks will be erf 
utmost importance. 

Fuheis' latest 4-2 win over 
Al Yarmouk might prove to 
be a crucial victory. They are 
now in 10th place and will 
next face Sahab. 

Wa’ed Suweis gave Fuheis 
an early lead when he netted 
in the first goal in the 12th 
minute as Al Yarmouk's goal 
post prevented two definite 
chances. 

Al Yarmouk equalised by 
Abdul Fattah Al Abbadi in 


the 26th minute, but Fuheis 
again took the lead when 
Imad Mfrej scored in the 50th 
minute. 

Kbader Mubarak assisted 
Swets in scoring Fuheis' third 
goal in the 79th minute as 
they took a 3-1 lead before 
Yarmouk’s striker Khaled 
Yousef blasted a powerful 
shot from outside the penalty 
zone in the 87th minute. 

Mubarak scored Fuheis' 
fourth goal in the final mi- 
nute of the match concluding 
his team's much needed win. 

A 1 AhG, the team that sur- 
prised most fans by bolding 
on to 2nd place throughout 
most of the competition, this 
week dropped to third place 
after a 0-0 draw with Al 
Baqaa. 

The result must surely have 
disappointed Al Ahli who 
have lost their form in the 
second leg of the competition 
losing 3-1 to Al Qadissieh, 
2-0 to Al Faisali and 2-1 to Al 
Jazireh. 

On the other hand, Al Ba- 
qaa seem to be on a com- 
eback trail and have main- 
tained a good record during 
the second leg. 

They lately beat Al Fuheis 
2-0, Al Ramtha 4-2, Al Arabi 
1-0 and drew with Al Wihdat 
1 - 1 . 

Nine marches are sche- 
duled during thel&b week of 
the competition which will 
include three matches post- 
poned because of weather 
conditions. 


Standings after 17th week 


P W D GD L 

15 15 I 2 — 


Faisali* 16 13 1 2 

Wihdat* 16 7 4 2 

Ahli .17 7 4 '1 

Ramtha 17 8 2 1 

Hussein* 15 6 4 2 

Qadissieh* 16 5 4 3 

Baqaa 17 6 2 2 

Arabi 17 4 5 — 

Jazireh* 16 3 6 — 

Fuheis 17 5 1 1 

Sahab 17 3 3 2 

Yarmouk 17 5 — 2 

* Teams with postponed matches. 


GF GA Pts 

— 8 — ar 

17 13 31 

23 17 30 

28 21 29 

22 13 28 

22 17 26 

16 25 24 

20 32 22 

19 22 21 

14 29 18 

15 24 17 

18 31 17 


Sampras, Agassi to meet in 
final of Lipton Championships 



BISCAYNE, Fla. (AP) — 
Pete Sampras mixed aces, 
baseline winners, cross-court 
volleys and overheads. Jim 
Courier hit one forehand after 
another. 

Diversity carried the day. 
Again. Barely - 

Sampras outlasted his child- 
hood friend and longtime rival 
in a dramatic 18-minute tieb- 
reaker Friday to win 6-4. 7-6 
(12-10) in the semifinals of the 
Lipton Championships. 

The top-ranked defending 
champion, Sampras overcame 
three set points in the tiebreak- 
er and beat Courier for the 
fourth consecutive time. 

“I didn't think either of us 
played that great.” Sampras 
said. “I got lucky. That’s the 
bottom line." 

But Sampras also showed a 
complete arsenal of shots. Less 
lethal with his serve than usual, 
he was forced to win points 
from the baseline, where 
Courier prefers to play. 

“I don't mind trading 
groundstrokes with anyone.*' 
Sampras said. 

That is one reason he’s 22-2 
this year, the best start of his 
career. He’ll seek his fourth 
tournament title this year in 
Sunday's final against Andre 
Agassi, who advanced by beat- 
ing Australian Patrick Rafter 
6-2, 6-4. 

Sampras is attempting to be- 
come the first player to win 
consecutive men’s singles titles 
at Lipton. He has split eight 
previous matches against 
Agassi. 

“We've bad some pretty en- 
tertaining match in the past.” 
Agassi said. “It's explosive 
tennis when we play.” 

In the women's final Satur- 
day, top-ranked Steffi Graf, 
winner of 31 straight matches. 


was to meet Natalia Zvereva, 
0-13 lifetime against Graf. 

The fifth-ranked Courier 
was eager for an upset, but 
came up short on too many key 
points. 

“We were both a little tight, 
especially in the tiebreaker,” 
Sampras said. “We knew what 
was at stake." 

“Overall, I didn't, think 
either one of us played any- 
where near our best." Courier 
said. “But it was a good com- 
petitive match. It made for 
some good exciting tennis for 
people to watch.” 

Even bad shots caused a stir. 
Courier, angry about a line 
cal!, slammed a service return 
against chair umpire Dana 
Locomo’s armrest. 

An accident. Courier later 
said with a smile. 

“I'm not that good aiming a 
120-MPH (190“KPH) serve 
that 1 could hit him,” Courier 
said. 

The most entertaining point 
wa the final one of the first set. 
Sampras and Courier traded 38 
strokes, with at least three 
hitting a line. Sampras finally 
charged to the net. intercepted 
Courier's floater and put it 
away to clinch the service 
break and the set. 

“I made a couple of bad 
decisions in that game that cost 
me,’' Courier said. “But that 
last point was a good point. I 
have no problem with that 
one.” 

Courier missed several 
chances in the tiebreaker. With 
Sampras serving at 5-6, 
Courier returned a second 
serve into the net. Serving at 
7-6, Courier hit a forehand 
wide. 

Sampras, meanwhile, squan- 
dered two match points. But 
he delivered an ace — his 11th 



Pete Sampras 

— for an 11-10 lead, and 
earned the victory when 
Courier hit a forehand into the 
net. 

“I'm winning a lot of match- 
es not playing well, like 1 did 
today.” Sampras said. “That is 
maybe the difference between 
Pete Sampras today and a cou- 
ple of years ago.” 

Courier last won a tourna- 
ment in August, when he was 
ranked no. 1. Now he's no. 5 
and still reluctant to hit back- 
hands or volleys. 

More trips to the net might 
help, Sampras said. But 
Courier denies any temptation 
to tamper with hb tactics. 

“I think my record will show 
thal I know what I'm doing,” 
he said. “I'm on the right 
track." 

“I think I bottomed out at 
Indian Wells itwo weeks ago). 
Mentally I'm the best I've been 
in a long time as far as basing a 
clear picture of how; I want to 
play the game and how I need 
to play and what I have to do 
to get ready for the biggest 
tournaments' coming up." 


Harding begins life as convicted felon 


PORTLAND, Ore:. (AP) - 
Tonya Harding got tier mug 
shots and fingerprints taken at 
a downtown jail Friday to be- 

S 'n her life as a convicted 
Ion. 

“She was very quiet and 
demure when she came in,” 
said Jeff Snyder, a Multono- 
mah County community cor- 
rections supervisor. “This is a 
rather traumatic process for 
somebody to get into. 

“Tib is the walking through 
the gate into the real world of 
being on probation." 


In a deal with prosecutors, 
Harding, 73, pleaded guilty 
Wednesday to conspiracy to 
hinder prosecution in the 
attack on rival figure skater 
Nancy Kerrigan. Harding will 
serve no jail sentence but was 
placed on three years, proba- 
tion. 

That probation officially be- 
gan Friday wben she met with 
corrections officials. The case 
immediately was reassigned to 
Clackamas County, where 
Harding recently moved. 


“She’ll be calling her proba-. 
tion Officer by early next 
week,” said Ingrid Lewis, su- 
pervisor of community correc- 
tions in Clackamas County. 
“They’ll schedule an appoint- 
ment.” 

Normally, a person such as 
Harding would meet with her 
probation officer about once a 
month for the first 90 days, but 
she could be required to do so 
more often because of the rela- 
tive complexity of her case, 
Lewis said. 



The Classiest Of 
The Classiest I " 



lunch + Dinner 


'fyriito 


' luh KrMtmrnir: 


Sweifiyeh - 816690 


Dufy Fret BMW F5r Me 


1987 \ Metallic Blue 735i Bimmer, clean and well 
maintained, excellent condition, many extras 
including a Becker Mexico and ten speaker 
system, driver airbag , etc. Must sell to best offer 
over JD 13500. 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, salon, dining room. 2 bath- 
rooms, kitchen with central heating, telephone, park- 
ing, ground floor. 

Location: North Um Uthaina, Mecca Street. 

if interested, please call 815181 


JOB WANTED 

Excellent European, Arab and oriental cook. 

Tel. 613352. 

For more information, please ask Rainbow Market, 

Tel. 624091. 


jewellers 

barlant 


0 Mntrrm> quality jewels 


JABAL AMMAN - 2nd CIRCLE 
OBOSIT TALAL MALHAS STORES - TEL 61 7599 1 


FOR SALE 
(DUTY FREE) 

1992 Toyota Corona, Maroon, power steering and 
brakes, automatic transmission. USS 9,000. 

Call: 694351 (Ext 113) Bet 11:00-13:00 
Sunday through Thursday 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Consisting of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms; fully 
equipped with modem furniture and kitchen with 
telephone. First floor with garden and park. 
Located close to Umm Authaina Shopping Centre. 

For more information please call 811019 


Go 1st class. 


Your heirs will!!? 



■ 




AJANl 


Amra Hotel . 
Amman J' 


Deputy General Manager 

Insurance Company - Bahrain 


□ We have been retained by an insurance company based in Bahrain to recruit a Deputy General Manager The company is actively 
involved in fire, general accident, marine, cargo and motor insurance. 

□ Reporting to and working closely with the General Manager, you would be directly responsible for reinsurance, marketing and 
financial administration, and assist the General Manager in all aspects of business development and strategy. 

□ You would have a university degree, preferably in accounting or economics, and preferably an MBA with specialisation in finance. 
With at least 5 years relevant managerial experience in a reputable insurance company with well-established systems, you should 
have experience in interactive IT based MIS and a proven track record of successful marketing and relationship management. 
Abilities to develop and implement marketing and reinsurance protection strategics, expert knowledge of common insurance 
products and assessment of risks associated with them, PC literacy, excellent interpersonal and communication skills in English 
together with a mature and confident personality are the required attributes Knowledge of Arabic and Gulf experience would be 
added advantages. 

□ An attractive package including a folly furnished house and a car is offered. Please send a summary of how you match or exceed 
the above criteria, with a curriculum vitae, current and expected salary details and a photo, quoting reference ESS-63 on the 
envelope within IQ days to: 


Management Consulting 

PO Bn 710, Manama, Slate el Bahrain 


Cinema * Tel.: 634144 Cinema 

PHILADELPHIA 


Tel.: 699238 I Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


CONCORD 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275. Tel.: 675571 Nabil & Hisham's Tel.: 625155 

THEATRE Nabil Al Mashini Theatre AHLAN THEATRE 


Jean-Claude Van Damme 




Shows: I MU. IsUD. W *' 


Adel Emam in 


TERRORIST 

Shows: KfcfK). l2:3U.3:CM.5rfH16:45.K:3U. |U:3U 


CONCORD ‘V 


* ) 4. MO ■ k i CO , lw 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 1030 

CONCORD <2’ 


» w i\ v i i ; i 


Shows: 12-JO, 3:45, 6:00 




A political comedy 
Forbidden X Forbidden 


presents a play entitled: 

Al lint Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer issa. Daoud Jalajel, 
Hassan Al Shaer. Fuad Shomali 
in addition to other comedians 

Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold all day 

Coming soon: The next play 


Since the actors are abroad the theatre 
is closed 

It will re-open on April 6, 1994 for two 
weeks in the last performances of: 

“Arab Summit Conference” 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Saudi ambassador returned to Beirut 


BEIRUT (AP) — Ahmad Kohcimi. Saudi Arabia's first 
ambassador to Lebanon in 10 years, arrived Saturday to take 
up his post in Beirut. “I am happy to be in Lebanon, the oasis 
of Arab brotherhood and coexistence," Mr. Koheimi said in 
an arrival statement at Beirut airport. Mr. Koheimi served as 
ambassador to Lebanon in the late 1970s after the outbreak of 
the civil war. He was later transferred to Damascus. Saudi 
Arabia closed its embassy in Beirut after it was ransacked and 
burned in 1984 by extremists protesting restrictions on the 
number of pilgrims allowed to travel to Mecca. Saudi Arabia's 
King Fahd agreed last summer to reopen the embassy in 
response to a plea from Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri. 


Ugandans said to deny Israel arms link 


KAMPALA (R) ■— Urgandan officials were quoted on 
Saturday as denying all knowledge of Israeli weapons on a 
plane stranded in Cyprus. Uganda had bought no arms for a 
year. Cypriot authorities insisted the consignment was bought 
bv the Ugandan government but diplomats said there were 
suspicions it might be destined for elsewhere in Africa. The 
government-run New Vision daily newspaper quoted a foreign 
ministry official as saying: “Uganda has no diplomatic, 
political or economic relations with Israel and therefore we 
have nothing to fear." It also quoted a Defence Ministry 
official as saying Luanda had not bought any arms for the past 
year. Neither of rite officials were named and the foreign 
ministry and defence ministry were not immediately available 
to comment. 


Lebanon says Pope plans to visit 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon's information minister said on 
Saturday he had no indication that Pope John Paul wants to 
cancel his visit after bomb blasts in Christian districts. Michel 
Samaha appealed to Muslims and Christians who oppose the 
visit to take a positive attitude towards it. “We have received 
no indications since the security incidents other than that the 
Pope insists on visiting Lebanon." Mr. Samaha told Voice of 
Lebanon radio. “I want to appeal to all the Lebanese who 
have doubts about this visit. I want to appeal to Lebanese who 
belong to the same spiritual family as the Pope and are not 
able to see the importance of the visit, to look on it as a 
blessing,” Mr. Samaha said. 


Indian Supreme Court lifts ban on Muslim group 


NEW DELHI (AP) — India's supreme court has struck down 
a ban on the nation's biggest Islamic group, which was 
outlawed after Hindu-Muslim riots in 1992. The government 
had foiled to justify the ban on the Jamaat-e-Islami Hind, 
justices P.B. Sawant and S. Moban said in their order Friday. 
The ban violated constitutional guarantees to political action. 
Saturday's editions of the Times of India newspaper quoted 
the judges as saying. 


China, Israel to cooperate in aircraft work 


BELTING (AP) — Israel's Rada Electronic Industries signed 
an agreement Saturday to set up an aircraft maintenance firm 
with a Chinese partner, the official Xinhua news agency 
reported. Rada's partner in the joint venture, to be called 
Beijing Tira Aircraft Components Services Co., will be the 
Beijing Tianzhu Forestry Development Co. Rada will provide 
80 per cent of the $13 million investment for the joint venture, 
which will be located near the Beijing airport and cover 4,600 
square metres. It will import four sets of Rada's Smart Cats 
automatic test equipment for use in testing and maintaining 
plane avionics. The new firth also will provide after-sale 
services and sc rvices-relatetf technical consultations in aviation 
maintenance, Xinhua said. 


Kuwait rejects some meat as un-lslamic 


KUWAIT (R) — Foreign meat suppliers are flouting rules on 
Islamic slaughtering and Kuwaiti shops will ban their products 
unless they conform, a merchant said on Saturday. Mubarak 
Hashed A1 Haiti, deputy director of the cooperative societies' 
union, said a union delegation found on a recent tour of 
producer countries that their methods of slaughtering chicken 
and cattle violated Islamic law. The team found only one 
country had a proper Islamic slaughterhouse, said Mr. Hafifi, 
quoted by the official Kuwait News Agency (KUNA). He did 
not name the countries but said he would do so if they do not 
change their ways, the agency said. Mr. Haiti said an 
unidentified Gulf country was importing horse meat from 
China and treating it and reexporting it to some countries, 
among them Kuwait, as beef products, he said. 


Student pilot killed in Tripoli crash 


CAIRO (AP) — A student pilot was killed Saturday in the 
crash of a Canadian-built passenger plane on a training flight 
near Tripoli. Libya's official news agency reported. The plane, 
a De Havilland Twin Otter, went down at Ben Ghashir, a 
suburb near Tripoli international airport. The aircraft com- 
mander was critically wounded. JANA said. The report 
monitored in Cairo did not say whether the plane was military 
or civilian and identified neither the pilot nor the commander. 
It indicated they were (he plane's only occupants, but some 
verions of the aircraft carry around 50 people. 


Indian attacks on rise— Pakistan 


RAWALPINDI (R) — Indian forces fighting a separatist 
revolt in Kashmir have increasingly violated a ceasefire tine 
dividing the disputed Himalayan region, a Pakistan army 
spokesman said on Saturday. He told reporters that the Indian 
attacks across the United Nations-monitored line targeted 
mainly civilians. “Every day three to four casualties take 
place, " said Major-General Khalid Bashir, who put the total 
of killed and wounded on (he Pakistani side at between 500 
and 600 over six months. He said Pakistan had no plan to 
evacuate civilians from the border, which has been tense, 
throughout the four-vcar-long revolt by Muslims seeking' 
independence or union with Pakistan. 


U.N. move fails to impress 


(Continued from page It 


ren Christopher said that a 
return to the negotiations by 
Jordan, Lebanon and Syria 
would be “a strong impetus to 
the PLO to return and will 
make it considerably easier for 
the PLO to return." 

An Israeli government de- 
legation was expected to meet 
with the PLO leadership Sun- 
day and present it with an 
Israeli government progosa! on 
concrete steps to break the 
deadlock in peace talks. 

“We expea the Israeli de- 
legation to present us with the 
same proposal that was given 


Shimon Pers:. — a propa**. 

which is not acceptable to us, 
said the Executive Committee 
member. 

The proposal presented to 
Mr. Husseini contained the fol- 
lowing points, according to 
PLO sources in Tunis: 


— The merger of five separate 

settlements within the city of 
Hebron into a larger one which 
would house the 450 Jewish 
settlers in the city in a closed- 
•'7 1 : r*_ sector in the Had- 

ii.:. .. c: Hebron. 

— An increased presence of 
Red Cross officials as a conces- 
sion so PLO request for an 
international armed presence 
in Hebron. 

— Members of a 1,000-strong 
Palestinian police force — 
which existed before the intifa- 
da — be recalled to work 
alongside and under the au- 
spices of Israeli police to assure 
greater security for the Palesti- 

■ ■ ; - H'b'-J'n. 

r ■ i. O 

eppobjo to the agreements 
reached so far by the PLO and 
Israel said a return to the 
negotiating table by the PLO 
at this time would endanger 
Palestinian unity and would 
further isolate Mr. Arafat 
among his people. 


Envoys 

present 

credentials 


M * 




AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majes- 
ty King Hussein Saturday re- 
ceived the credentials of three 
newly-appointed ambassa- 
dors to the Kingdom. The 
three were (left to right) Wes- 
ley William Egan of the U.S., 
Bernard Bsjalat of France 
and Oh Chung U of Sooth 
Korea. The ceremony was 
attended by Royal Court 

Chief Sharif Zeid Ben Shak- 
er, the King's political advi- 
sor Marwan A1 Qassan and 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Tala! A1 Hassan. 


/ f 


m 




Higher Education Ministry 
to be replaced by council 


AMMAN (Petra) — The gov- 
ernment plans to eliminate the 
Ministry of Higher Education 
and introduce new legislation 
aimed at promoting higher 
education through the auspices 
of a higher education council. 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Higher Education 
Saeed A! Tal said Saturday. 

Under the plan, the ccunril 
would be entrusted with 
"steering and directing” the 
higher education policies, set- 
ting up institutes of higher 
education and guidelines and 
provide supervision over the 
institutions of higher education 
operated by the private sector. 


Dr. Tal told a press confer- 
ence. 


The proposed council will 
group presidents of boards of 
trustees of state-owned univer- 
sities as well as the ministers of 
education and planning along 
with distinguished educational- 
ists in addition to representa- 
tives of private universities, he 
said. 

Related legislation, along 
with two others concerning the 
higher education system in Jor- 
dan, have been referred to the 
legislation bureau to be studied 
before they can be endorsed, 
the minister announced. 

The draft laws deal with an 


amendment to the present uni- 
versities law and an applied 
sciences university. 

The proposed amendment to 
the higher education law aims 
at creating boards of trustees 
for every state-owned universi- 
ty to draw up policies and 
supervise their respective in- 
stitutions’ functions, he said. 

The draft law on an applied 
science university covers mat- 
ters related to supervising and 
managing higher education 
outside the university like com- 
munity colleges run by the 
Ministry of Education, the 
Ministry of Health and others. 
Dr. Tal said. 


6 Pro -Israeli group 
behind Jounieh blast 9 


BEIRUT (AP) — Security 
forces have smashed a ring of 
pro-Israeli Christian fanatics 
and arrested four members in 
connection with a church 
bombing that killed 10 wor- 
shippers three weeks ago, 
newspapers reported Saturday. 

The reports said authorities 
were searching for two more 
cell members implicated in the 
Feb. 27 bombing of a Maronite- 
Catholic church north of 
Beirut in which 60 people also 
were wounded... .... 

. Government ana judicial au- 
thorities declined to comment 
on the reports, which appeared 
in four leading papers. 

The independent dailies A1 
Nahar and AI Hayat said the 
ring had links to activists in 
Israel's self-styled “security 
zone” in South Lebanon. The 
papers did not elaborate, or 
provide a source for their iden- 
tical reports. 

But the conservative Al 
Diyar and the pro-Syrian Al 
Sharq said the six ring mem- 
bers belonged to the Cedar 
Guards, a right-wing Christian 
militia outlawed after the end 
of Lebanon's civil war in 1990. 

Al Sharq said “important 
personalities’ 1 also have been 
implicated in the church explo- 
sion and that their names have 
been circulated at land border 
checkpoints, ports and airports 
to prevent their escape. It 
mentioned no names. 

The church explosion trig- 
gered the worst rash of bomb- 
ing scares since the end of the 
civil war. It also jolted govern- 
ment efforts to dispel the ter- 
rorist image Lebanon acquired 
during the civil war and en- 
courage foreign investment for 
rebuilding the country. 

Scores of people have been 
arrested in army sweeps in the 
past three weeks. On Satur- 
day, the army command 
announced that two offices of 
the Lebanese Forces were 
stormed in Jounieh, 20 
kilometres north of Beirut. 

The Lebanese Forces militia 
was the Christians' main fight- 
ing machine during the civil 
war. Like rival Muslim groups, 


it was disarmed in 1991 but 
continued to operate as a poli- 
tical party. 

The group is headed by one- 
time warlord Samir Geagea, 
whose headquarters in the 
Christian heartland have been 
under siege since shortly after 
the church combing. 

The Cedar Guards, estab- 
lished by Maronite Catholic 
zealot Etien Saqr after the start 


of civil strife in 1975, quickly 
>out 400 


grew into a force of about 
men. They were trained, 
armed and funded by Israel, 
the main backer of the right- 
wing Christians in the war 
against an alliance of Muslims 
and Palestinians. 

However, in recent years, 
followers of Saqr’s anti-Arab 
and anti-Muslim fanaticism 
dwindled as Christians tilted 
towards more pragmatic lead-' 
ers. 

Mr. Saqr, who goes by the 
codename of Abn Arz, the 
Cedar's father, fled to South 
Lebanon's security zone after 
the end of the war. 

He was sentenced in absen- 
tia by a Beirut court on Feb. 24 
to seven years at hard labour 
for "collaboration” with Israel. 
Three days after his convic- 
tion, the church of Notre 
Dame de la Deiivrance in 
Jounieh was bombed. 

Lebanese authorities have 
implicated Israel, contending it 
masterminded the bombing to 
deflate an international uproar 
over the Feb. 25 massacre of 
Palestinian worshippers by a 
Jewish settler at a mosque in 
the West Bank town of Heb- 


ron. 

Police disclosed Friday that 
a number of suspects had been 
arrested and charged in con- 
nection with the church bomb- 
ing as part of a plot to rekindle 
the sectarian strife. 

Mr. Saqr opposes a 
Christian -Mu slim reconcilia- 
tion charter that ended the 
nation's civil war on the basis 
of a power-sharing formula 
that snipped the Christians of 
the supremacy they had en- 
joyed since independence in 
1943. 


“If Arafat uses the U.N. 
resolution as a cover to return 
to the talks, it will weaken him 
further internally,” said Ex- 
ecutive Committee member 
Suleiman Najjab, who says he 
has abstained from attending 
PLO meetings since the Sept. 
i5 accord was signed. 

Mr. Najjab said the U.N. 
resolution “does not address 
the problems. It only talks 
about them. No specific ac- 
tions are really called for.” 
The failure of the U.S. to 
maintain its policy of calling 
East Jerusalem an occupied 
territory has "proved that it is 
neither an honest broker nor 
an evenhanded one,” he said. 
Although Mr. Arafat was 


rssdv “set 




prevented him from meeting 
with Mr. Peres in Cairo or 
Tunis as suggested by U.S. 
officials. 

The bottom line for return- 
ing to the talks was “concrete 
steps by Israel to show that it is 
serious about stemming the 
tide of Israeli violence against 
Palestinians,” said Saleh 
Rafaat, a Jordan-based repre- 
sentative of PLO Executive 
Committee m emb er Yasser 
Abed Rabbo's FIDA party. 

“With people dying every 
day at Israeli hands, a visible 
change must occur for the PLO 
to have the people's mandate 
to continue talking to the 
Israelis,” said Mr. Arafat. 

One disgruntled Fateh offi- 
ct'S 1 r'redieted: *'Ya«er Arafot 


Algerian 
military 
could split 


paper 


ALGIERS (AP) — The gov- 
ernment’s plans to talk peace 
with Muslim militants could 
cause a dangerous split among 
army ranks .an independent 
newspaper said Saturday. 

Meanwhile, another journal- 
ist was killed after a militant 
faction again threatened fore- 
igners and reporters and re : 
jected any talks with the iririy- 
backed government. 


President Liamine Zeroual, 
an army general, said Friday 
that he would open talks the 
following week to seek an end 
to a two-year-old insurgency 
that has lolled at least 3.800 
people. 

Previous talks with the 
opposition failed when the 
government excluded the mili- 
tants. In the wake of a major 
prison breakout and con- 
tinuing violence, Mr. Zeroual 
said the talks this time would 
be “without exclusion." ’ 


“There are many, among the 
military hierarchy, middle- 
level officers and the troops 
who don’t share that idea of 


pursuing the dialogue," wrote 
editor Omar Belhouchet in Al 


Watan, a generally well, in- 
formed daily. 

Mr. Belhouchet said he saw 
“a major risk of total destabi- 
lisation in the country." He 
also criticised “the inexplicable 
resignation of tbe state since 
the advent of Zeroual.” 

There have been uncon- 
firmed reports that Mr. 
Zeroual is negotiating secretly 
to draw the banned Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) into 
some sort of transitional coali- 
tion government. 

Mr. Zeroual was named to 
bead the army-backed govern- 
ment at the end of January 
after talks with the opposition 
collapsed. Since then, violence 
has persisted, duminating in 
an attack by militants on a 
prison March 10, freeing hun- 
dreds of inmates. 

Gunmen entered the Algiers 
area home of Yahiau Djamal 
Benzaghou on Saturday and 
killed him, a hospital of Ben- 
zaghou, 52, who was a friend 
of Prime Minister Redha 
Malek. He was the 12th jour- 
nalist slain since May last year. 

The slaying came less than 
24 hours after the Armed Isla- 
mic Group threatened new 
attakes on journalists and fore- 
ingers. The group said in a 
message that it "opposes any 
dialogue, reconciliation or 
truce” with the government. 


Overnight Friday, militants 
burned an 11-ear train 60 
kilometies east of Algiers after 
forcing the 300 passengers to 
get out, security forces said 
Saturday. It was the second 
train burned in nine days. 


sacre in response to a call for 
such a move by U.S. President 
BiU Clinton, popular and inter- 
nal Palestinian pressure pre- 
vented bhn from doing so, 
according to reports. 

Internal pressure has also 


other Arab states that he will 


return to the talks, get almost 
nothing as usual and continue 
to lose popularity on the 
Palestinian street. That's what 
Israelis want — that he be at 
their mercy." 


agency Ked 

Crescent was burned in 
Hameur AI Ain, west of 
Agliers. Gunmen shot and 
wounded two park attendants 
in Tadjenant, 300 kilometres 
east of Algiers and set fire to 
the park. 


Baghdad media hit 
U.S. over sanctions 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraqi newspapers condemned 
the formal renewal of U.N. 
sanctions against their country 
on Saturday, portraying the 
United States as the enforcer 
of an embargo the world no 
longer wants. 

“Now it is clear that the 
renewal of the blockade every . 
two months can no longer be a 
solely American decision," the 
official Al Jumhouriya news- 
paper said in a front-page 
editorial. 

It said the Security Council's 
ditching of efforts to hammer 
out a new form of words for 
the formal document renewing 
the sanctions was a diplomatic 
defeat for the United States 
and its principal ally. Britain 
(see page 2). 

Baghdad's military daily de- 
clared that lifting the U.N. 
sanctions is a “matter of life or 
death” for the country, as 
thousands of Iraqis protested 
for the third straight day 
against the renewal of the crip- 
pling trade embargo. 

“It is the Iraqis' right to do 
what their political leadership 
derides will achieve the aim of 
lifting tbe embargo by all avail- 
able means and reevaluate all 
the positions which lead to the 
continuance of the embargo,” 
the Al Qadissiyah daily said in 
an editorial. 

The newspaper, published 
the Defence Ministry, said: 
ia question of sanctions has 
become a matter of life or 
death for the Iraqi people.” 

It did not spell out whether 
“all available means” would 
involve military action. 

But in recent days, Iraq's 
media have become increasing- 
ly strident in its condemnation 
of the embargo, imposed after 
Iraq invaded Kuwait in August 
1990, and confrontational in 
demands that it should be 
lifted. 

The Babil daily said Satur- 
day that “the battle of Iraq” is 
underway and that "lifting the 
siege means aborting... the 
embargo” against Iraq's 18 
million people. 

President Saddam Hussein 
was quoted by Iraqi newspaj)- 
ers last Sunday as saying that if 
Deputy’ Prime Minister Tareq 
Azxz, currently in New York 
lobbying the United Nations to 
end the embargo, fails in his 
mission, "the Iraqi people and 
their leadership have no choice 
but to decide on the course 
that will give them hope." 

Addressing the “evil-minded 
people” the United States and 
its allies — he declared: "The 
fete of the criminal is an eye 


by ti 
“The 


for an eye and a tooth for a 
tooth.” 

There was no elaboration 
and no dear threat. But those 
remarks and other official 
statements underline the grow- 
ing impatience and frustration 
in Baghdad with the United 
Nations' refusal to lift the sanc- 
tions. 

Diplomats believe that Iraq 
may have derided that there is 
little benefit in gping along 
with U.N. demands after bow- 
ing to pressure to dismantle its 
weapons of mass destruction 
and to allow long-term moni- 
toring of its military and civi- 
lian industries with no sign that 
the embargo will even be 
eased. 

What direction that anger 
will take is not yet cfear. 

Tbe influential Babel, pub- 
lished by President Saddam's 
eldest son, Uday, called the 
Security Council split over a 
statement on Iraq a “memo” 
to the United States. 

“This memo told America 
that it must consider the in- 
terests of all the permanent 
members of the Security Coun- 
cil. Otherwise one or more of 
those members could cause 
problems for the United States 
within international organisa- 
tions,” the paper said. 

There has been no formal 
reaction to the derision from 
the Iraqi government. Local 
correspondents said they did 
not expect one until Mr. Aziz 
had returned from talks at the 
U.N. in New York. 

Few Iraqis had expected 
sanctions would be lifted as a 
result of Wednesday’s deli- 
berations at the U.N. but the 
lack of any definite time-frame 
offering ’the possibility of a 
future easing of the embargo 
has disappointed ordinary peo- 
ple. 

"We want to sec a light at 
the end of the tunnel. That's all 
we want to see," a civil servant 
who did not want to be named 
told Reuters. 

Saturday's street protests in 
Baghdad were apparently 
organised by the regime. 

More than 7,000 Iraqis 
gathered in the Karradah dis- 
trict of eastern Baghdad to 
protest the sanctions. They 
chanted slogans praising Presi- 
dent Saddam. 

“Lift the unjust sanctions 
imposed by the evil America," 
read one banner carried by the 
protesters who also waved Ira- 
qi flags and life-size portraits of 
President Saddam. 

The noisy demonstration 
dispersed peacefully after two 
hours. 


Iran rebel group claims 
hundreds killed in attacks 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iran’s 
main opposition group claimed 
Saturday it killed and injured 
hundreds of Iranian troops and 
crippled oil installations in a 
string of operations near the 
Iraqi border to mark tbe Ira- 
nian new year. 


A spokesman of the Iraq- 
based Mujahedeen-e-Khalq 
said by telephone from Bagh- 
dad that the group's military 
forces attacked the Zolfiqar 
division of the Islamic Repub- 
lic Guards Corps early Satur- 
day, but gave no details of 
casualties. 


The group said its forces 
killed and injured more than 
500 Revolutionary Guards in 
three separate attacks on Ira- 
nian military bases near the 
border with Iraq Friday.- 
In a statement faxed to news 
agencies on Friday, the group 
said six of its own combatants 
were killed in the operations. 


The group said its forces 
paralysed an oil pumping sta- 
tion at Musian. on the border 
i.. --'.j ;cflicied heavy 
damage to oilipelines in the 
Bayat region south of Dehloran 
Friday. 


carried no reports of unrest or 
dashes. 

Iranian officials said last 
week that security was being 
.tightened nationwide for the new 
year which starts March 21. 
Celebrations usually last a week. 

The Mujahedeen said rts free 
kiNed^ "sco res of Iranian 
troops Thursday in clashes 
with a Revolutionary Guards 
division in Khorramabad, in 
western Lores tan province 
Its statement carried a de- 
tailed list of smaller attacks 
including the laying of mines 
and booby-traps in the cities of 
Isfahan Mashhad. Lahijan, 
Tehran, Hamedan, Amol and 
Sari^suice the beginning of 

hJ 1, !i SrOUp its "embers 
had also attacked “logistical 
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The Mujahedeen claims, 
which often are exaggerated, 
could not be independently 
confirmed. Iran's state media 


involve „ y fighll ™ £ ™ 
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‘Fergie’ may stay 
married to Andrew 


LONDON (R) - Sarah Fer- 
euson, the lively duchess who 
fell out with Britain's royal 
family, has hinted she has no 
plans to divorce her estranged 
husband Prince Andrew de- 
spite being legally free to do so 
from Saturday. Buckingham 
Palace tersely announced two 
years ago Saturday that the 
red-beaded Duchess of York’s 
marriage to tbe second son of 
Queen Elizabeth had failed 
and the couple were separat- 
ing. But "Fergie", still wearing 
her.nibv engagement ring and 
gold wedding band, was shown 
on television Friday scolding 
an interviewer who addressed 
her as Sarah Ferguson and said 
firmly: “I’m married — Tm the 
Duchess of York." Under Brit- 
ish law a spouse can get a 
no-fuss divorce after two years * 
of separation but friends say” 
the duke and duchess are still 
on good terms despite the col- 
lapse of their 1986 marriage, 
which had followed a romance 
that captivated British royal- 
ists. They said the couple were 
keen to stay together for the 
sake of their daughter Princess 
Beatrice, now five, and Prin- 
cess Eugenie, who will be four 
on March 23 — but reconcilia- 
tion was not on the cards. 
Though still seen in public 
together, usually with their 
children, their lives have gone 
in very different directions. 
Prince Andrew, 34, himself a 
minor embarrassment to his 
family in his swinging bachelor 
days when he was nicknamed 
"Randy Andy”, is quietly pur- 
suing his career as a Royal 
Navy lieutenant. He has kept 
his silence since the separation 
while his wife, a few months 
his elder, has admitted to mak- 
ing “huge mistakes” and said 
she had felt stifled in the nile- 
bound royal court. The prince 
was said to be devastated by 
the departure of his wife who 
has described him as a lovable 
man who was just unable to 
understand her unhappiness. 


Magazine says 
Diana looks 
‘dead common’ 


LONDON (AP) — Princess 
Diana tried to become a pri- 
vate person this year — but the 
public spotlight won't budge. 
This week, it's fixated on her 
clothes after a society maga- 
zine said she looked “dead 
common.” The 32-year-old 
princess handed ammunition 
to the fashion snipers by turn- 
ing up Tuesday in ah eye- 
catching jacket, tie and belt 
decorated with gold elephants 
to see her newborn nephew, 
heir to her brother Earl 
Spencer. The headline-making 
fashion debate goes to the 
heart of the class system in 
Britain — where you are what 
you wear. The princess has a 
very aristocratic pedigree but 
lacks taste, according to Tat- 
ler, a glossy society magazine. 
“The Princess of Wales has 
dismissed her bodyguards, re- 
linquished her public duties 
and, so it would appear, mis- 
laid her style advisers." the 
magazine said. Then it un- 
leashed the ultimate fashion 
insult, accusing Princess Dian# 
of dressing like a woman from 
suburban Essex County, repu- 
ted habitat of the tasteless 
nouveau-riche. In Britain, 
everyone recognises the Essex 
girl: She totters around on high 
heels in slinky dresses or per- 
fectly coordinated outfits, with 
lots of clunky gold jewelry and 
bouffant hair. Upper-class En- 
glish girls, in contrast, buy 
expensive clothes “and then 
make them look as though you 
have spent only £2.50 ($3.75) 
on them." former Tatler writer 
Daisy Waugh explained m the 
Evening Standard. If you’re 
classy, she said, you never look 
provincial, never wear any- 
thing coordinated, “and never 
ever look as though you've 
ined.” “And poor old Princess 
Di will keep trying.” Ms. 
Waugh said. 
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Cameroon 

president marries 


^ hj- 


Yaounde (R) — Came- 
roon’s president Paul Biva, a 
widower aged 61, has married 
a -4-year-old beauty, her 
Lebanese foster parents 


‘Chantal is a very serious ■ v -l x 

Md very grateful person. Even .... 
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f fateful,” Sabeh Azar, her 
foster father, told Reuters in 
one of his restaurants. “She is 
such a beaumul giri, so kind 
and modest. Oh, I do hope you 
meet her but it is difficult now 

you need the author- ^ 
jsation of presidential secur-^ C’-'W 
ty. satd Nadia Hajal. hef >. , 

oster aunt. Mr. Biya's rela- 
jonship with Chantal 
vigouroux has been the talk of 
aoutufe, Cameroon’s capital, 
tor several weeks. But the first 
private newspaper to break 
nnW- r I m 1 ent censorship and 
double thC neWs was qutcMfTd 
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